
Winning formula for Joanne 
For many peo-

ple God is a head-
ache, someone 
who should be ig-
nored.  Joanne 
Morgan felt like 
this but found she 
had little choice in 
the matter.  Here, 
she takes up the 
story. 

"God has always 
been a part of my life.  
As far back as I can 
remember we (my fam-
ily) had attended 
church every Sunday.  
It wasn't until I was 
about ten years old that 
Jesus came into our 
family life - when mum 
and dad were 'born 
again', or turned 'happy 
clappy' as we called 
them. 

"I gradually lost 
interest in church as I 
became older, and at 
thirteen years of age I 
got a job as a waitress 
which meant I didn't 
have to go to church.  
Dad in the meantime 
had decided to train to 

become a vicar - some-
thing which at thirteen, 
I hated, mainly due to 
the fear of what my 
friends would think.  It 
was really from then I 
decided to reject God 
and all the values that 
went with being a 
Christian. 

"I was the original 
'teenager from hell'.  It 
wasn't until I was eight-
een years 
old that I 
r e a l l y 
c a l m e d 
d o w n , 
although I was still a 
long way from where 
God wanted.  At nine-
teen I moved in with 
my boyfriend really just 
to show my parents that 
I wasn't going to live 
the way they wanted 
me to. 

"It was 1998 that 
God set about really 
winning me back - 
playing heavily in my 
mind and putting me in 
contact with some local 
Christians.  I began to 
attend church again 
which was a really dif-

ficult step. 
"Soon after I ended 

the relationship I was 
in and decided to move 
back home.  However, 
God had different ideas 
and within 2 weeks I 
had met Andy, who 
was, I'm told by my 
family, an answer to 
prayer if not a Chris-
tian. 

"We married at St. 
M a r y ' s 
in 2000 
and it 
was af-
ter this 

that I decided to try out 
one of their services.  I 
knew from then that 
this was the church for 
me and our future fam-
ily (by this time I was 
pregnant). 

"I was keen but ap-
prehensive about at-
tending Alpha - I knew 
what it consisted of as 
my dad ran the course 
at his church, but I was 
worried that despite 
having had a Christian 
upbringing people 
would find out that I 
didn't really know any-
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New Head For Larkrise 
As from September, Lark-

rise Primary School will be led 

by a new headmaster.  36-year-

old Jonathon Evans takes on his 

first headship, having taught at 

three other previous schools.  

Something about Larkrise, 

though, struck a chord with him. 

"Until recently," he says, "I was not a 

great believer in fate, but I felt something 

special about Larkrise the moment I 

walked through the door.  From that point, 

I was desperate to join the Larkrise team." 

Although born in the year of Eng-

land's World Cup triumph, sadly the sig-

nificance of that year was not translated 

into any gift with a football.  As he ad-

mits, "the likelihood of a call from Sir 

Alex Ferguson looks more remote with 

each passing day.  I still enjoy the occa-

sional fair weather game, though, (knees 

and ankles permitting), where I can usu-

ally be found hiding at the back or goal-

hanging in the Penalty Area." 

Jonathon has a wife and two born-

and-bred Chelmsford boys, one of whom 

has just finished Year 3 at a local school.  

“But,” Jonathon adds, “he would like to be 

following in the adventurous footsteps of 

his hero Harry Potter."  The other begins 

his Reception year this September but 

feels that, "this is only a stopgap before he 

is called to the Jedi Order."  Both sons 

have inherited some of the "Italian tem-

perament" of his wife as unfortunate shop 

assistants in Tesco or HMV may testify; 

"that's my excuse anyway!" he says. 

As the headmaster, he will undoubt-

edly have his work cut out for him, but he 

is eager to see the school achieve great 

things.  "I am delighted and privileged to 

be part of the continued development of 

the school within the community it 

serves." Jonathon Evans, the new headmaster of Larkrise Primary School 

“Alpha really was 

a God send” 

Joanna with son, Jacob 

thing.  I had always be-
lieved everything I was 
taught but now I felt it 
was important for me to 
really think about the 
roots of my faith and try 
to understand them more. 

"I missed one Alpha 
course as I gave birth to 
Jacob but when the next 
one came up I was keen 
to go and managed to find 
a friend who was willing 
to come with me. 

"Alpha really was a 
God send.  The discus-
sions were easy and hon-
est and we felt we could 
ask whatever we wanted. 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

www.hetramedia.co.uk 
Hetra 

Tel. 01245 473739;  Mobile 07939 255786 

The Aerial & 
Satellite People 



 

The Beatles 
were number one in the charts; 

 

"The Great Escape" 

was at the pictures; 

 

Teddy boys and tight jeans 
were in; 

 

And 
 

somewhere in a corner of the 

Meadgate estate, Meadgate 

church was born! (If you didn't 

know, it's that strange looking 

building next to the Co-op.) 

Young mum Doris Hill started 

the ball rolling when she didn't want her 

kids to cross the busy main road to get to 

Sunday school. So she started one in her 

own house! Things grew from there, using 

the school and then we got our own build-

ing in 1972. The church has survived and 

thrived over the years and, today, there is 

a wide range of activities for all ages. 

We really want to celebrate our forty 

years so we are going to have a weekend 

of FREE events in November - and we 

want anyone and everyone who lives in 

Meadgate to join us. 

Saturday 1st November - 60's Party - 

get your 60's gear on and come and enjoy 

free food and one free drink per person, 

plus 60's disco and other entertainment! 

Sunday 2nd November - Celebration 

Church Service at 10:30am followed by 

lunch at 1pm - all are welcome 

 

Contact:         Peter Wyatt   01245 359168 

                       Melvyn Sach 01245 355482 

 

Watch out for more information at 

Meadgate Church in October! 

In this first edi-
tion of the parish 
n e w s p a p e r  I 
thought it would be 
a good idea to up-
date you on the events that have taken 
place over the past year. 

It has, as usual, been very full and with 
many exciting events taking place, all of 
which enhance our children's education.  
The elections for the school council took 
place in October and fourteen councillors 
were duly elected.  They have worked 
hard over the year keeping me informed 
of issues about the school and of things 
they would like to improve.  They organ-
ised a sponsored event, which raised 
nearly £2000 for their playground project.  
This money along with money from the 
PTA has been used to provide a patio 
area, amphitheatre, toy train and many 
wall games.  Sunflowers have been 
planted in the garden area and all of the 
children have appreciated somewhere 
pleasant to eat their lunch and play safely. 

The school has held three beautiful 
and moving services at the Meadgate 
Church Centre to celebrate Harvest, 
Christmas and Easter.  The children and 
the Meadgate Choir sang songs and some 
of the children read their work.  The ser-
vices have been very well attended and 
have allowed the message of these festi-
vals to be shared with parents.  I would 
like to thank Reverend Mones Farah and 
his assistants for making the children and 
their families so very welcome. 

The children really enjoy performing 
in plays and this year has been no excep-
tion.  At Christmas years 3 and 4 children 
performed the Adventures of Robin Hood, 
and the Reception children, The Sleepy 
Shepherd.  At Easter,  Years 1 and 2 had 
their turn, performing 'Pepe and the Secret 
Names'.  Years 5 and 6 completed the 
year by producing the musical 'Out of this 
World'; the standard of these productions 
was outstanding. 

The children had studied a variety of 
topics this year and in the autumn all of 
key stage 2 stepped back in time to go to a 

Tudor Recreation 
day at Kentwell 
Hall.  They were 
later visited by a 
Tudor Cook!  Years 

1 and 2 carried out some environmental 
activities at Abberton Reservoir whilst our 
youngest children spent a lovely day at 
Colchester Zoo where the highlight was 
feeding the elephants and seeing the baby.  
Years 5 and 6 took part in the Crucial 
Crew Event at Danbury and stayed on to 
take part in some adventurous activities.  
Later in the term, some of them went on 
to do some sailing at Bradwell as well as 
undertaking a 'high ropes' walk! 

Forty of the children accompanied me 
and five other adults on a school journey 
to the Isle of Wight.  Despite the torrential 
downpour on the journey there, we had a 
superb week.  The children took part in 
Kayaking, surfing and body boarding ac-
tivities as well as learning about the Tudor 
warship, the Mary Rose, Queen Victoria, 
fossils, dinosaurs and coastal erosion.  
The children were a delight to take away 
and the behaviour of the group was 
praised by the hotel owners as well as 
many of the venues that we visited.  They 
were a credit to the school and their par-
ents.  I look forward to taking next year's 
group to Derbyshire where we will study 
the geology of the Peak District as well as 
taking part in some canoeing and rock 
climbing activities. 

In the summer term we held a very 
successful Caribbean Week.  Here the 
children studied this area of the world in 
depth.  Much of the work produced during 
the week was cross curricular.  The chil-
dren had the opportunity to dress in Carib-
bean costumes, taste tropical fruits, read 
Caribbean tales and attend a Caribbean 
masked beach party albeit in the school 
hall as sadly we could not reproduce the 
Caribbean weather! 

I hope that gives you a flavour of our 
year at Meadgate.  There is always a 
great deal going on and in future edi-
tions I hope to share with you events as 
they happen. 

by 

Mrs Linda Hughes 

Headteacher 

The Caribbean Comes 
to Meadgate School 

The winners of the Caribbean Week Face Mask Competition 

St Mary’s 

Holiday Club 
What did John the Baptist like to eat? 

Do you know? 

You would if you had been one of the sixty children that came to 

St Mary's holiday club. 
A fantastic time was had by all at the "The Light Factory." This year’s theme was "JESUS 

is the light of the world." Every day we had a visitor from bible times with John the Baptist, 

complete with locusts and honey to eat, and dressed in animal skins.  Then there was Peter 

who brought his fishing nets and lots of sea water!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was the holiday club that had everything from puppet shows to the best dressed toilet 

paper mummy.  The youngsters were also able to test out their creative skills and had a go 

at making lanterns, honey biscuits, clay water pots, lighthouses and much, much more. 

 

The week ended with a BBQ on the Friday evening with more fun and games, and a chance 

for the grown ups to compete to see who could eat five Rich Tea biscuits the fastest! 

Two of the puppets used at the Holiday Club 

Fortieth Anniversary of 

Meadgate Church 
1963—remember that? 

Doris Hill welcoming the children at the back door of her 
home, forty years ago. 



I started getting involved in Alpha about six or seven 

years ago and ended up running the alpha course. At that 

time I had ME which made me give up a lot of the things I 

did in church, and even to the extent also to give up my job. 
Some years later, as I started to get a little better, I went back to the 

evangelism team in the Church.  This is a team which is concerned with tell-

ing and showing others the love and care of Jesus for them. 

At that time, the associate minister invited me to go with him to the Al-

pha two day conference, but I was concerned how I would cope with two full 

days with my health the way it was—however I still went. At the end of the 

first day, Sandy Miller, who is the leader of Holy Trinity Brompton Church, 

(the place that produced Alpha, and the 

host of that conference) stood up and said, 

“Anyone who has a heart for evangelism 

and would like to be prayed for, please 

come forward and let us pray for God’s 

blessing upon you.”  

I responded and went forward, but as 

I was doing so, I kept saying to myself I 

should have gone forward for prayer for 

healing. Even as I thought that thought, I 

heard Sandy say, “Don’t worry about the 

group you’re in, the Holy Spirit will find 

you and knows your needs.”  

A lady came to pray for me, and as 

she began to do so, I told her that, “my 

ME is holding me back in running Alpha. 

Can you pray for me to have enough en-

ergy to run it and still be there for my hus-

band.  He is not a Christian and cannot 

understand my desire to be involved when 

it makes me so tired and ill.” 

This lady prayed for me, but to be 

honest I didn’t feel anything happening. 

As I was going to go back to my seat, the 

lady told me to sit there quietly for a mo-

ment, and I began to pray asking God to 

take my ME from me and release me to 

work for him. I began to cry, completely 

unable to stop, eyes watering, nose run-

ning, the works! 

While in that state, a man that I did-

n’t know, came to me and said, “I was 

just leaving but I felt I just had to tell you 

that your prayers have been answered.” 

I went home that night feeling on top 

of the world and the next morning, was 

back at the conference by eight, and full 

of energy. I’ve had no symptoms of ME 

to this day! 

THE ALPHA COURSE 
An opportunity to explore the meaning of life 
Looking for answers? The Alpha course is an opportunity for anyone to explore the Christian faith in a 

relaxed, non-threatening manner over ten, thought-provoking weekly sessions. 

It’s low key, friendly and fun. And it’s supported by all the main Christian denominations. You’re not on 

your own either. Almost 5 million people world wide have already found it to be a worthwhile experience. 

So join us on a journey of discovery. There’s a course running near you. 

Starting soon near you 
 

Saturday, starting 27th September at St John’s, Danbury 
Contact Bob Griffin, tel. 01245 225123 

 
Tuesdays, starting  30th September at St Mary’s Church, Great Baddow 

Contact John and Heather Ansell, tel. 01245 359872 
 

Wednesdays, starting  1st October at St Paul’s Church, Great Baddow 
Contact Tricia Roberts, tel. 01245 269026 

 
Thursdays, starting 2nd October at Meadgate Church Centre, Great Baddow 

Contact Mones Farah, tel. 01245 471516/492741 
 

Mondays, starting 6th October at Central Baptist Church, Chelmsford 
Contact Pat Seeley, tel. 01245 264163/231373 

Alphacourse.org 

the Holy Spirit will find you and 

knows your needs 

  Pat Seeley with grandson, Luke 

Cured of ME 
Winning Formula 

(Continued from page 1) 

“One of the really impor-

tant things I learnt was that I 

had to make time to be with 

God in prayer and through his 

word.  I began to pray a lot 

more and set time aside to read 

the bible as much as I could. 

"I struggled with the week 

on forgiveness because of my 

past.  However, a few days 

later, after lots of tears, prayer 

and talking with my sister, 

God spoke to me so clearly 

that I couldn't believe it and 

put everything right.  I couldn't 

wait to get back the next week 

to tell everyone all about it. 

"The away-day was really 

great.  I think for some people 

it was a bit scary but having 

been around and experienced 

the Holy Spirit at work in my 

family’s life I found it was a 

great time for me to really fo-

cus on what God was trying to 

say to me. 

"Before Alpha I had been 

struggling with where I fitted 

in within the Church family, 

but following Alpha we began 

a homegroup with some other 

people from the church, which 

has been really enjoyable. 

"God also answered my 

prayers and has put me into 

the Pathfinders leadership 

team, which was terrifying 

initially.  Now I just remind 

myself that God’s the one in 

control and he must know 

what he's doing." 

       Joanne will be speaking at 

St Mary’s Alpha supper on 

30th September. 

by Pat Seeley 



At the beginning 
of a new football sea-
son, we caught up with 
Mr Roger Harman 
training one of the 
Spartak Football Club 
teams at the Meadgate 
School football pitch. 

As well as manag-
ing one of them, he is 
also the secretary for the 
club which has thirteen 
teams, ranging from the 
under 8’s to the under 
18’s. 

“We did well last 
year, winning three cups 
and a further two runner-
ups, plus two ‘Fair-Play’ 
awards. However, unfor-
tunately, we had to lose 
one from fourteen, as the 
numbers of players had 
dropped. 

“Most teams will 
have a manager and an 
assistant , but due to the 
lack of volunteers, this is 
not always the case. 
However, on the whole, 
we are still able to have 
the manager and assistant 
for each team most of the 
time.” 

There are 150 players in the 
club, about 70% of whom are from 
Baddow and the immediate area, 
and the remainder from further 
afield. 

“We are looking forward to 
this year; our main drive is to 
achieve the requirements of the new 

FA Standards Charter. To do this we 
are sending the manager, assistant 
manager or the coach of every team 
to a level 1 manager’s course by the 
end of October 2003. Beyond that 
we want the players to enjoy their 
season, and if we win a few trophies 
or ‘Fair-Play’ awards, that will be an 
added bonus.” 

Imagine a big top filled with ten thousand young people, a 
live worship band and God, and you have Soul Survivor. 

No one could deny the awesome power of God, where many just fell to their knees, as they worshipped—
especially on the last two nights at Shepton Mallet, Somerset. 

There were amazingly humorous, yet unforgettable teachings by famous Christian speakers such as J. 
John and Mike Pilavachi, who made an enormous impact on thousands of youngsters. 

The ministry was heart-touching and blessed all present, although this is not all that Soul Survivor has to 
offer.  There were four different cafes, catering for every style and taste; gigs performed by Phatfish and other 
Christian bands; a cinema; a market place; a skate park; and camping. 

New Football Season  

Mr Roger Harman 

Local Information 

Sainsbury 

Readers Court 09:24 10:24 12:24 13:24 

Blue Lion 09:28 10:28 12:28 13:28 

Meadgate Shops 09:33 10:33 12:33 13:33 

Arrive at Sainsburys 09:45 10:45 12:45 13:45 

Depart from Sainsburys 11:50 12:50 13:50 14:50 

Mondays  

Asda  

Readers Court 09:25 

White Horse 09:28 

Blue Lion 09:30 

Longfield Road 09:32 

Meadgate Shops 09:35 

Arrive at Asda 09:45 

Depart from Asda 11:20 

Wednesdays  

Local Superstores Free Bus Services 

The Soul Survivor Experience 

August 25th-31st saw 'Festival Manchester - on the 
streets and in the park'.  

Over 7,000 young people came from across Britain 
to serve the city of Manchester.  The Luis Palau Evan-
gelistic Association working with The Message Trust, 
aimed to bring the love and power of  God to the inner 
city communities.  Camping in Heaton Park by night 
and working in the hot zones by day, these young peo-
ple worked and prayed for a change to come to Man-
chester.  

Each day consisted of motivational worship in the 
mornings and community projects in the afternoon.  
500 churches across Manchester supported  the Festival 
alongside Greater Man-
chester Police with the 
sponsorship of high profile 
businesses.  Whilst  getting 
to know the locals, the 
young people worked en-
thusiastically at picking up 
litter, gardening, painting, 
running kids' clubs, and 
this meant that a sea of 
white festival Manchester 
tee-shirts was everywhere 
you looked. 

I worked in a team in 
north Manchester on an 
estate with many derelict 

properties.  It was a real 
eye-opener when you are 
used to nice neighbourhoods in Chelmsford.  We learnt 
how to gain confidence in sharing our faith with the 
people we met and make the most of every opportunity 
when they asked why we were helping out.  Because 
we were inviting everyone to the gigs in the evenings, 
quite a lot of youth from the neighbourhoods came and 
heard the gospel and hundreds responded to Jesus' love 
from all sides of the city. 

The events had been covered in prayer and we be-
gan to see how much power and importance there is in 
prayer, as the whole festival was being prayed for by 

Christians from all around 
the world.  Everybody was 
in awe of the power of 
God.  At the weekend fes-
tival in the park there was 
a skate park and many 
bands performing, but the 
most powerful part was 
testimonies of what God 
had done in their lives.  
Many more locals, includ-
ing many Muslims, had 
their lives changed, people 
were healed and Manches-
ter had a God-centred 
vibe. 

Please send comments and suggestions to: 
Baddow Life, 162A Meadgate Avenue, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 7LJ 

E-mail: editor@baddowlife.org.uk 
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By Liz Farah and Emily Brown 

By Lucy Cooper 

“The Surgery” Dr Russell and Partners 

Address 16 High St, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 7HQ 

Telephone Numbers 

Surgery:      01245 473251 

Dispensary: 01245 472449 

Out of Hours Answerphone:  
                     01245 473251 (for duty doctor’s number) 

Opening Hours 

Surgery open Monday to Friday:  
                     8:30am-11:50am and 4:00pm-6:30pm 

Practice closed: 12:30pm-1:30pm 

Emergencies only: Saturdays 9:00am-11:00am 

Test Results: After 3:00pm 

Doctor’s Surgery 

Meadgate Church 
Tel:        01245 471516 

E-mail:  monesf@yahoo.com 

Services each Sunday 
10:30am Morning Worship 

6:30pm   Evening Worship 

Special services 

for the coming weeks 

40th Celebration: Sunday 2nd November 

A Day With Victor Lorenzo from the Argentinian 
Revival: Saturday 15th November (contact 

Meadgate Church for more details). 

St Paul’s Church  Tel:        01245 269026 

E-mail:  tudorandtricia@ezekiel124.fsnet.co.uk 

Services each Sunday 
9:30am   Family Praise 

10:30am Morning Worship 

Special services 

for the coming weeks 
Harvest Praise: Sunday 5th October at 9:30am 

St Mary’s Church  Tel:        01245 477501 

E-mail:  stmaryschurchoffice@care4free.net 

Services each Sunday 
8:00am   Holy Communion 

10:00am Morning Worship 

6:30pm   Evening Worship 

Special services 

for the coming weeks 

Harvest Festival Family Service: Sunday 28th September at 
10:00am.  Gifts going to “Harvest for the Hungry”. 

Memorial Service: Sunday 19th October at 6:30pm 

Rememberance Service: Sunday 9th November at 10:00am 

St Mary’s 

Church Office 

Opening Hours: 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays: 
                                      9:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-3:00pm 

Wednesday:           9:30am-12:30pm only 

Also for Weddings and Baptism enquiries:  

Tuesdays                7:00pm-8:00pm 

Local Churches 

United Reformed Ch. Tel:         01245 472356/473057 

Services each Sunday 
10:45am Morning Worship 

6:30pm   Holy Communion (1st Sunday of every month only) 

Special services 

for the coming weeks 
Harvest Festival: Sunday 28th September 

for Spartak 

All this makes for The Soul Survivor Experience 


