
If you are a regular visitor to the 
Vineyards Shopping Centre you 
will be aware of the building site 
currently occupying most of it. 

You certainly will not have missed the 

large clock (known as "Big Ben" by the 

locals) that has sprouted up from the centre.  

To many this is far from an attraction to 

Great Baddow, some customers considering 

it a waste of money, one suggesting it was 

"a white elephant".  However, few people 

seem to know much about it.  

Rubicon West are the owners; their bro-

chure for the new building says, "The unit 

has been attractively designed utilising 

large glazed areas into the roof pitch and a 

clock tower feature above.  The [shopping] 

centre and its surroundings are currently 

undergoing a complete refurbishment with 

new facilities and designs being introduced 

which will not only provide a much en-

hanced appearance but also security." 

Paul Richards is the Property Director at 

Rubicon.  "Essentially," he explains, "[it 

will be] a restaurant.  It is a glass retail unit 

with A3 (food and drink) planning con-

sent."  Apparently, many parties are inter-

ested, both from Great Baddow and further 

afield, and Rubicon has cut this down to a 

short list. 

The consequences of this new venture 

by Rubicon, though, are not all good news 

at the moment.  Some of the businesses are 

'feeling the pinch' as customers are appar-

ently put off by the construction work.  

With an area of approximately a hundred 

square metres, the unit will cover most of 

the main entrance to the shopping centre; 

the present construction work covering a far 

larger area.  Due to the fence panels, some 

areas are dark and oppressive and many of 

the older shoppers choose not to venture 

into the Vineyards unless they have to.  

Fortunately, the work should be completed 

soon, with a possible opening early in the 

new year. 

When the restaurant does open, will the 

occupier be allowed to have it licensed? 

"Certainly," says Paul, "in the spirit of 

what we are trying to create there, we 

would very much encourage 

it with the right operator." 

But will this, and the possi-

ble opening hours of up to 

11pm on some days, create 

a haven for troublemakers? 

Paul adamantly thinks not.  

"In the past there has been a 

problem with youngsters," 

he admits, "but CCTV cam-

eras linked to Chelmsford 

Control Centre, and security 

guards have knocked most 

of that on the head."  An 

increase in the present secu-

rity is also being looked into 

for the future, in an attempt 

to curb the trouble com-

pletely, which includes the possibility of 

locked gates after hours. 

Despite these problems, however, many 

of the shopkeepers believe the restaurant 

will eventually improve their businesses by 

attracting visitors to Great Baddow.  They 

are often asked where the nearest eating 

establishment is, so having the restaurant 

on the doorstep should help to keep people 

interested in the shopping area, and as 

'tourism' improves so will the status and 

popularity of this growing village.  
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The Aerial & 
Satellite People 

NEW CAFÉ FOR      BADDOW 

One of the darker areas by the shops 

 

Artist representation of the Café.  Produced by kind permission of Rubicon West  

Who is the Father in Christmas? 
There is something wonderful about a traditional 
Christmas, especially for children. Putting up a 
tree, decorating it, arranging the presents, and 
then waiting for Christmas morning and the 
thrill of opening them. Perhaps the most ex-
citing thing for children, though, is to find 
by their bed in the morning a stocking full 
of presents. Father Christmas has called! 

By Matthew Curties 

   But who is this Father Christmas, 

and how long has he been calling? 

He is also called Santa Claus, 

which is short for St. Nicholas. 

Nicholas was bishop of Myra, now in 

Turkey, in the 4th century AD. The sto-

ries tell us that he secretly gave pre-

sents to poor children by hiding them in 

stockings hung up by the fireplace to 

dry. However, it seems that Father 

Christmas now lives not in warm Tur-

key but in frozen Lapland, the north of 

Finland. He spends most of the year 

there, looking after his reindeer, an-

swering his mail and preparing his 

gifts; and each year he spends more and 

more of the autumn visiting shopping 

centres.  

He visits each home just once a year 

on the night he is expected. In Holland 

and Germany he comes on 6th Decem-

ber, St. Nicholas' Day. In the Soviet 

Union peo-

ple were not supposed 

to celebrate Christmas, but 

they let Father Christmas bring his gifts 

at the New Year, and called him Grand-

father Frost. But his busiest night of the 

year must be Christmas Eve, when he 

has to fly right round the world filling 

all the stockings which good children 

have hung up ready for him. 

Yet these days there are so many 

poor children around the world that Fa-

ther Christmas can't bring them all that 

they need on his own. He needs some 

help from us.                (Continued on page 3) 

By Peter Kirk 

Every year our Branch helps over 1000 cats 
           You can help support us by: 

• Adopting a Cat 

• Joining our membership 

• Sponsoring  a cat 

• Becoming a volunteer helper 
 

Please contact: 

Chelmsford & District Branch  Tel: 01245 478389 

Charity No. 203644 



A 'glowing' Ofsted report 
is what every school could 
wish for, and that is just what 
Meadgate Primary School received. 

The report confirms that the school is 

very caring with excellent relationships 

and that "it provides a good education for 

its pupils". 

The head teacher, Mrs Linda Hughes, 

and the deputy head teacher, Miss Sally 

Clark, provide "very effective leadership".  

This has impacted on the school's perform-

ance so that, "as standards 

are rising", the school "is 

more effective than it was at 

the time of the last inspection". 

The report also identifies that "there is 

a marked increase in the number of chil-

dren achieving above average standards, 

and that the children have good attitudes, 

behave well, rise to the challenge of doing 

their best, and develop very good personal 

qualities". 

The school's provision for personal, 

social and health 

education was 

seen as a strength, 

b e c a u s e  i t 

"promotes a response from pupils that 

adds significantly to the overall quality of 

their learning". 

One of the aspects of the school that 

particularly impressed Ofsted was the 

work done by the School Council.  It gives 

pupils a voice in the decisions that affect 

them, and many suggestions from pupils 

become part of agreed procedures. 

In October the school borrowed the 

Borough Council's voting booths and elec-

tion boxes to carry out elections for the 

School Council. 

Two children from each 

class, except Reception, 

were duly elected.  Just two 

of the many improvements 

that children wanted for 

their playground were a 

swimming pool mural and 

an amphitheatre. 

     We are delighted to re-

ceive such an excellent re-

port reflecting the high stan-

dard of education in the 

school.  It is a tribute to the 

commitment, hard work and 

enthusiasm of the staff, gov-

ernors, parents and children 

at Meadgate. 

Baddow Hall 
See Stars 

Meadgate Primary School 
Receives Glowing Ofsted Report 

Have you thought much about 
this quiet little village in which 
we live? 

People are often heard to say, "You 

should hear the traffic noise after the chil-

dren have been dropped 

at school," or "You 

should hear the argu-

ments after the pubs 

close." Generally speaking, though, there 

is little for our policemen to do, no night-

clubs, and a feeling that Chelmsford is 

close enough to see to all the village 

needs. Was it always this way? What was 

it like in recent history? Future articles 

will try to find out about Great Baddow 

during this period and how it was affected 

by the growth of Chelmsford, but first, 

where did it all start? 

At the time of William the Conqueror, 

Chelmsford was still a small manor nes-

tling between the two rivers, dwarfed by 

its neighbours at Writtle, Springfield and 

Moulsham, but it would grow as the river 

crossings became more important and eas-

ier to cross.  At the time of the 'Doomsday 

Book', about A.D. 1086, Chelmsford and 

Great Baddow were small, about the same 

population that would now be found in 

one street, but more spread out. As 

Chelmsford grew at the expense of its 

neighbours so did the village of Great 

Baddow.  

Turning east at Moulsham along 

the south bank of the Can and Chel-

mer, the road led directly to the vil-

lage called Beadwan, Baduven, or 

later, Great Baddow. A thousand 

years before the Romans arrived in 

Britain, Bronze Age Man had built a 

settlement close to what is now Manor 

Farm on the Danbury road. What they 

called their settlement is still a mys-

tery, but it is nice to think of them as the 

first 'Great Baddownians' settling by a 

river that separated them from other tribes. 

Before the days of 'The Conqueror', 

Baddow contained two manors, a small 

one and a larger one, the latter being part 

of the estate of Algar, 

the great Earl of Mercia. 

In time the estates came 

under the control of 

William the Conqueror who gave them to 

the great monastery he was building in 

Caen.  The estates eventually returned to 

the crown and were incorporated into the 

Duchy of Lancaster. Later, in 1509, they 

were given as a dowry by Henry VIII to 

his first queen, Catherine of Aragon.  

The church has always been a focal 

point in a town or village. When the first 

"St Mary's" church was built is yet to be 

discovered, but it is known that some form 

of church was there in the late 12th cen-

tury. It would not have looked like the 

present building, more like the simple 

church shown below. Since then walls 

have been changed and towers built. 

Builders often reused old bricks and tiles, 

and Saxon, and even Roman masonry was 

incorporated in the present church.  

Gradually a working village grew up 

around the church. 

The Rise of Great Baddow 

For more information please visit www.greatbaddow.org.uk 

by Eddie Curties 
For the last few years there has been an emphasis in the fire services 
on being proactive rather than reactive in the community. 

Local Fire Service 
Gets Proactive 

The whole strategy is based on seven practical steps:- 

 

1. Education in fire prevention such as reducing the risk of fire. 

2. Detection through smoke detectors and sprinklers. 

3. Evacuation, having a clear evacuation plan in case of fire. 

4. Action, namely calling the fire services. 

5. Fire service in attendance. 

6. Investigation to find the cause. 

7. Local community action through informing the community. 

 

Any interested groups who wish to know more and to meet with Mr. 

Matthew Hodgkinson should contact: 

Essex County Fire and Rescue Services, Chelmsford and Maldon 

Community Council, Fire Station, Ferrers Rd, South Woodham 

Ferrers, Essex.  CM3 5XH 

The drive and push of this policy is to 

get involved with all the groups within 

any given community from toddlers to 

senior citizens, to work closer with people 

with social problems, and, within this 

group, to focus on dealing with arson and 

malicious hoax calls. 

"A hoax call ties up local resources, so 

if a genuine call is received, resources 

need to be brought in from further afield; 

in our case Braintree or Witham," said Mr 

Hodgkinson Community Liaison Officer 

for Maldon and Chelmsford. 

The strategy is directed and overseen 

by Headquarters, where national issues are 

raised with the Home Office, while liaison 

officers are based in the different Commu-

nity Commands across the country. There 

are seven of these in Essex, one of which 

is Chelmsford and Maldon, our Area 

Command. 

Each Area Command Liaison Officer's 

brief is to form partnerships right across 

the board. Looking for opportunities to get 

among the community to provide re-

sources and guidance on fire prevention. 

These partnerships can be with commer-

cial, social or voluntary groups. 

This proactive strategy is based on 

education, through meeting with various 

groups, for example 'The young drivers 

scheme', which encourages young drivers 

to be more safety conscious through the 

use of demonstration style teaching.  

The elected, in front of the newly erected swimming pool mural 

“In the dome, he explained all about 
the constellations and planets. We learnt a 
lot from it and we all enjoyed it.” 

This was pupils Louise and Matthew's 

response to the visit of the Mobile Planetar-

ium to Baddow Hall Junior School at the end 

of September this year as part of year 5 sci-

ence curriculum. 

The mobile Planetarium is owned and 

operated by Mr. Royston Dean, who brings 

and inflates it in the shape of a dome in the 

school hall. The children then go inside and 

sit in a circle round the edge, before the stars 

and planets are projected on the dome and all 

around them. 

“It was so exciting to learn about the 

planets, their different colours, and also the 

conditions on them,” said Hannah and Benja-

min. 

Mrs. Nina Balloch, one of the year 5 

teachers, organized the visit for the third 

time. “The children find it very exciting and 

informative," she says. "Each class gets forty 

five minutes in the dome and really becomes 

involved with the whole experience.” 

The two year 5 classes, went on to do a 

school class assembly, sharing their experi-

ence and excitement with rest of the school. 

by Linda Hughes 



The Night Shelter for the Homeless 
in Central Chelmsford (CHESS) was 
started by the Churches Together in 
1997, and has been more or less full 
ever since. 

It was set up only as a short-stay hos-
tel with an ideal stay of about a month, so 
the residents are constantly changing.  
Because CHESS is the only instant ac-
cess hostel in central Essex, not all the 
clients are from Chelmsford itself.  The 
demand is so great that about forty peo-
ple a month have to be turned down. 

One of the main reasons why people 
become homeless is relationship break-
ups.  However, we find that most of the 
applicants are dysfunctional people in 
one way or another.  Some have come 
from a 'care' background, and just cannot 
solve their own problems; others are 
drifters; true tramps don't approach us.  
Many clients are caught up in the 
'Benefits trap'.  This means that they can-
not save enough from their £38 a week to 
get a deposit for accommodation, and 
very few landlords in Chelmsford will 
accept a person paid for by Social Secu-
rity.  With no permanent accommodation 
few jobs can be found and therefore they 
have nowhere of their own to lay their 
heads at night. 

Before CHESS was set up, the 
churches used to put up the homeless in 
Church halls in winter.  It is now trying 
to revert to this for the overflow of appli-
cants during the months of January, Feb-
ruary and March.  

So, can you help as a volunteer, and 
meet some interesting new people? 

If you can, what will be asked of you 
is not excessive: to sleep, just for perhaps 
two nights in the whole winter, in a Bad-
dow Church hall as supervisors.  You 
will normally be in a separate room from 
the clients, and you will have a colleague.  
It's just from 10pm to 7 or 8am, depend-
ing on when you may have to leave for 
work.  You may wish to help to collect 
the clients from the town centre and de-
liver them back there in the morning.  

If enough volunteers are forthcoming, 
then each person will only need to com-
mit themselves to stay for one or two 
nights.  Also, in most churches in the 
past, both men and women have volun-
teered. 

There will probably only be two or 

three homeless people, or perhaps a 

maximum of five, to take care of.  This is 

because most homeless people are 'street-

wise', and if they know that there is no 

room at the hostel they drift off to other 

towns to try their luck there.  However, 

some are attached to Chelmsford and 

don't want to leave.  

So volunteers are urgently needed.  

It's not a big commitment - one or two 

nights in the whole of  the year.  And 

maybe you could persuade a friend!  If 

you are willing to help, or you are happy 

to support with necessary funding 

(always required), please phone Brian 

Winder (01245 475660) or John Ansell 

(01245 359872) of the local Baddow 

churches. 

CHESS 
 Requires (K)night 

Workers, 
Rookies Accepted 

Preparations for 
Senior Citizens Christmas Dinner 

(Continued from page 1) 

Operation Christmas Child, an inter-

national charity, helps to make sure that 

disadvantaged and poor children around 

the world have something to celebrate. 

Many from our churches and other 

groups in Great Baddow support their 

aims and appeals by each filling a shoe 

box with toys and gifts. The boxes are 

collected in local centres and then deliv-

ered, often in huge Antonov cargo planes, 

to countries like Georgia, Armenia and 

Bosnia. 

The Great Baddow churches also sup-

port poorer communities in Britain. 

Every year Meadgate Church Centre col-

lects toys and gifts and delivers them to 

the Islington Health Visitor Centre for 

distribution to needy children. St Mary's 

Church collects for the elderly in need 

and the housebound in Victoria Docks. 

However, neither the local churches 

nor St Nicholas were the first to bring 

gifts at Christmas.  Even before the Wise 

Men brought gifts to the baby Jesus, the 

first Christmas gift was that baby him-

self, given to the world by his heavenly 

Father to lead us all to true life. The gifts 

in our stockings will make us happy for a 

short time, but only that first and greatest 

gift can bring us lasting joy and peace. 

The real Father Christmas is the Father 

who gave his Son, and who wants to be 

the loving Father of us all. Will you ac-

cept his gift and join his family this 

Christmas? 

See the back page for details of the 

Churches' Christmas services. 

Who is the Father 
in Christmas? 

Ladies at Meadgate Church Centre with a collection of filled shoe boxes ready to 
go to Operation Christmas Child in Eastern Europe 

For well over thirty 
years a 'Christmas dinner', 
followed by some enter-
tainment, has been provided for senior 
citizens in the Parish Hall in Great Bad-
dow. 

Transport is arranged to collect and 
return those who have difficulty in getting 
to the Parish Hall, and the afternoon ends 
with mince pies and tea before the guests 
are taken home.  The dinner is open to all 
senior citizens who live within Great Bad-
dow, and is not just for members of the 
churches.  The main purpose of the dinner 
is to give an opportunity for those living 
alone to be taken out for a Christmas meal 
and some entertainment, at a time when 
the majority of people have been celebrat-
ing with their families.  Therefore, senior 
citizens who live with family or friends 
are not invited, but exceptions are made 
where one of a couple is disabled.  Natu-
rally, as space in the hall is limited, the 
dinner is by invitation or ticket only.  
There is no charge to the senior citizens 
invited, as all costs are covered by dona-
tions or collections.   

Originally the dinner was organised by 
the Great Baddow Churchmen's Fellow-
ship, later by the Great Baddow Christian 
Fellowship, but now because fellowship 
numbers have fallen away and the group 
no longer meets, it is St Mary's Church, 
where most of the helpers worship, that 
underwrites the event.  For the last ten 
years the dinner has been held on New 
Year's Day; a day when the shops are shut, 

most people do not have to 
go to work, and are there-
fore available to help pre-

pare the hall, serve the meal and wash up 
afterwards.  Traffic is generally quiet on 
New Year's Day, which helps ease con-
gestion outside the hall when up to eighty 
guests are dropped off and then collected 
at the end of the afternoon. 

Donations are sought to cover the cost 
of the meal and the hire of the hall, with 
the Parish Council being most generous in 
its support over the years with a grant to-
wards the costs.  Collections are taken in 
the local churches to fund the balance.  
Many people provide Christmas puddings 
and mince pies, and usually three people 
cook and carve fresh turkeys a couple of 
days before the dinner.  Every person that 
attends is given a doggy bag with some 
fruit, biscuits and any remaining mince 
pies to take home. 

This year's dinner is again being or-
ganised by Clive and Eileen Spratt, who 
can be contacted by telephone on Chelms-
ford 472223.  If you know of any senior 
citizen who lives alone, particularly those 
who do not go away to families at Christ-
mas or New Year, please let the organisers 
know in plenty of time so their names can 
be added to the list of eligible people, and 
for invitations to be sent out in good time.  
Due to space limitations not everyone on 
the list can be invited, so preference is 
given to those who have not attended be-
fore, or have not been well enough to at-
tend the previous dinner. 

by Clive Spratt 

Wednesday, starting 14th January 
at St Paul’s Church, Great Baddow 
Contact Tricia and Tudor Roberts, 

tel. 01245 269026 
 

Thursday, starting 15th January 
at Meadgate Church Centre, Great Baddow 
Contact Mones Farah, tel. 01245 471516 

 
Thursday, starting 15th January 

at Central Baptist Church, 
Chelmsford 

Contact Pat Seeley, tel. 
01245 264163/231373 

 
Saturday,  

starting 17th January 
at St John’s, Danbury 
Contact Bob Griffin,  

tel. 01245 225123 

Don’t Forget The 
Alpha Courses 

Alphacourse.org 

by Brian Winder 

FAME! for Baddow High 

Great Baddow 
High School has 
taken to the stage 
with its all new pro-
duction of FAME! 
The students have 
sweated and toiled to 
create a dazzling 
production for all the 
public to view. They 
worked to tell the 
fabulous tale of The 
Fame High School of 
Performing Arts. They rehearsed up to 
three times a week, the longest rehearsal 
being nine hours! 

The opening number, "Hard Work", 
took a long time to put together, and it 
was indeed hard work. 

The main cast included a number of 
weird and wacky roles. Mabel Washing-
ton (Hayleigh Greenwood) was played 
magnificently. Her character of the 
“world’s fattest dancer” was played to the 

last second with utmost energy. 
Schlomo Metzenbaum (Kyle Pears) 

showed us all the true values of a person, 
and wrenched at our hearts towards the 
end. 

And, of course, the star of the mo-
ment Carmen Diaz (Sally Bates), I’m 
sure that the audience will never forget 
her story. Nor will they forget the story 
of Serena and Nick, (Alice Reed & Julian 
Harris) the hilarious twists in the tale of 
these two surely kept us all on the edge 
of our seats. 

Miss Sherman (Sarah Curtis) filled 
the audience with silent awe as she 
stormed the stage with her ferocious au-
thority while playing the leading teacher.  

Where would a show be without all of 
its cast? Let’s not forget all those who 
completed the more lively scenes, or the 
rest of the main cast who worked so hard 
to hold the whole thing together. 

Many people worked behind the 
scenes to bring this production to the 
stage, and if it had not been for Lucy 
Ashford, Eric Charlton and Mr Flavell 
the show would not have happened. 

The cast of the production 

by 
Elizabeth Farah 



Local Information 

Sainsbury 

Readers Court 09:24 10:24 12:24 13:24 

Blue Lion 09:28 10:28 12:28 13:28 

Meadgate Shops 09:33 10:33 12:33 13:33 

Arrive at Sainsburys 09:45 10:45 12:45 13:45 

Depart from Sainsburys 11:50 12:50 13:50 14:50 

Mondays  

Asda  

Readers Court 09:25 

White Horse 09:28 

Blue Lion 09:30 

Longfield Road 09:32 

Meadgate Shops 09:35 

Arrive at Asda 09:45 

Depart from Asda 11:20 

Wednesdays  

Local Superstores Free Bus Services 

Please send comments and suggestions to: 
Baddow Life, 162A Meadgate Avenue, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 7LJ 

Produced by Great Baddow Team Ministry.  Printed by Newsquest (Essex) Ltd. 

“The Surgery” Dr Russell and Partners 

Address 16 High St, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 7HQ 

Telephone Numbers 

Surgery:      01245 473251 

Dispensary: 01245 472449 

Out of Hours Answerphone:  
                     01245 473251 (for duty doctor’s number) 

Opening Hours 

Surgery open Monday to Friday:  
                     8:30am-11:50am and 4:00pm-6:30pm 

Practice closed: 12:30pm-1:30pm 

Emergencies only: Saturdays 9:00am-11:00am 

Test Results: After 3:00pm 

Doctor’s Surgery 

Meadgate Church Tel: 01245 471516 
E-mail:  monesf@yahoo.com 

Services each Sunday 10:30am Morning Worship 
6:30pm   Evening Worship 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Toy Service: 14th December at 10:30am 
Family Carol Service: 21st December at 10:30am 
Nine Lessons and Carols: 21st December at 6:30pm 
Midnight Communion: Christmas Eve at 11:30pm 
Christmas Family Communion: Christmas Day at 10:30am 

St Paul’s Church  Tel:        01245 269026 
E-mail:  tudorandtricia@ezekiel124.fsnet.co.uk 

Services each Sunday 9:30am   Family Praise 
10:30am Morning Worship 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Carol Service (for all ages): Sunday 14th December at 5:00pm 
Children and Family Service: Christmas Eve at 4:00pm 
Midnight Holy Communion: Christmas Eve at 11:00pm 
Family Service: Christmas Day at 10:30am 

St Mary’s Church  Tel:        01245 477501 
E-mail:  stmaryschurchoffice@care4free.net 

Services each Sunday 
8:00am   Holy Communion 
10:00am Morning Worship 
6:30pm   Evening Worship 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Carols by Candlelight: 
          Sunday 21st December at 10:00am and 6:30pm 

Carols Around the Crib (A service for children of all ages): 
          Christmas Eve at 4:00pm 

Midnight Communion: Christmas Eve at 11:00pm 
Holy Communion: Christmas Day at 8:00am 
Family Service (A sevice for all ages.  Followed by Holy Communion): 

          Christmas Day at 10:00am 

St Mary’s 
Church Office 

Opening Hours: 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays: 
                                      9:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-3:00pm 
Wednesday:           9:30am-12:30pm only 
Also for Weddings and Baptism enquiries:  
Tuesdays                7:00pm-8:00pm 

United Reformed Church Tel: 01245 472356/473057 

Services each Sunday 10:45am Morning Worship 
6:30pm     Holy Communion (1st Sunday of each month only) 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Carol Time: 21st December at 10:45am 
Christmas Day Service: Christmas Day at 10:30am 

Over the bubble of children's laugh-

ter on Great Baddow Recreation Ground 

on a Saturday afternoon, can often be 

heard the distinct 'bop', 'bop' of a tennis 

ball.  A small but friendly band of tennis 

players meet every week at the courts to 

practice their skills, enjoy the company 

of fellow players and the fresh air, and 

to improve their play - hopefully! 

"Everyone is very welcome to join 

the Tennis Club," says Anne Winder.  

"During the winter months we meet just 

once a week, on a Saturday afternoon 

from 2pm until it is too dark to see.  In 

the summer we meet three times a week 

on Tuesday and Friday evenings from 

6pm onwards, as well as the regular Sat-

urday afternoons. 

"Although we do welcome all age 

groups, sadly we are unable to include 

beginners as we do not have coaching 

facilities. 

"During the sum-

mer we play three 

American Tourna-

ments and these 

are followed by a 

social evening.  

We may also enjoy 

a barbecue, an in-

formal party in 

someone's house, 

or a meal in a res-

taurant". 

Interested? Then 

p h o n e  A n n e 

Winder on 01245 

475660. 

Members of the 
team at the Ameri-
can Tournament in 
June 

Larkrise 
School Jump 
for Olympic 
Athletes 

Anyone For Tennis? 

On 23rd September, half the pupils of 

Year 5 and Year 6 from Larkrise Primary 

School went to Melbourne Stadium to an 

athletics event.  They took part in six 

shuttle runs, sitting overhead throw, ver-

tical high jump and standing long jump. 

The pupils were sponsored by friends 

and family, and the money raised was 

divided between the school for PE equip-

ment, and the athletes to help them train 

for the Olympics.  Two international ath-

letes, Ben Challenger, a high jumper, and 

Julie Pratt, a hurdler, came to the event.  

They gave their autographs, and Ben let 

everyone sign his shoes.  The Mayor was 

also there. 

All the children enjoyed themselves, 

and altogether they raised just over £100. 

A parent of one of the pupils said, “It 

was a brilliant day out, with all the children 

enjoying and participating in the various 

activities.  I am very proud of how much 

they raised through sponsorship.” 
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