
   For the last forty years, since it 
was built, the Vineyards Shop-
ping Centre has been the heart of 
Great Baddow.  With this in 
mind, the owners of the land - 
Rubicon West - have been rede-
veloping the site in order to maxi-
mise the village's potential. 

   So far, two phases have been completed: 
the main residential block has undergone 
major improvement works; and the new 
kiosk has been built at the entrance to the 
precinct. 
   The third phase in Rubicon's develop-
ment program, is to adapt the old Royal 
Mail tower block - Marrable House - or  
replace it with another more suitable unit.  
In addition to this, buildings from the 
northern edge of the new block, will flow 
round and along Maldon Road, and then 
finish along the front of The Causeway.  
This will encompass a new and improved 
car park. 

   Way back in the 1880's, the local vicar, 
Reverend Bullen, used to live in a grand 
old Georgian house set in the middle of its 
own treed grounds, which went by the 
name of "The Vineyards".  It stood just 
about where Marrable House stands now.  
Unfortunately, just prior to the introduction 
of the conservation legislation, the house 
was pulled down in favour of a new shop-

ping precinct. 
   The Vineyards as we know it today, was 
built in the mid sixties, mainly due to 
population growth. Marrable House was 
part of that development. 
   Reaching six storeys in height, Marrable 
House is visible from most of the surround-
ing roads, although the trees to the rear are 
able to 'mask' the view somewhat.  Accord-
ing to the Planning Brief produced by the 
Chelmsford Borough Council in December 
2003, the block is described as having a 
'tired exterior and most of the building has 
been unoccupied for some time'.  It is now 
'not suitable for modern office require-
ments and is almost unlettable'.  However, 
'the Council does not believe that the site is 
an unsuitable location for offices per-se'.  
Consequently the Council will 'support 
proposals for its demolition and redevelop-
ment'.   The new 'office' block, which 
Rubicon wishes to replace it with, follows 

a similar layout with five to six storeys, 
occupying a similar position. 
   However, in addition to this, new build-
ings will also be built, continuing the line 
towards, round and along the edge of 
Maldon Road.  These blocks, although 
starting at the same height, will descend 
smoothly to just three or even two storeys.  
The blocks will then continue along The 
Causeway, completing three sides of the 
northern car park. 
   The car parks themselves, have been de-
scribed as 'untidy spaces', and the Council 
believe that 'there is scope to develop parts 
of one or both car parks to secure environ-
mental enhancement'.  They suggest the 
redesigning of the main car park as a pub-
lic square - 'both car parks should be en-
hanced through new structural tree planting 
and hard-landscaping including resurfacing 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The Aerial & 
Satellite People 

THE CHANGING FACE OF BADDOW 

The present vie w of Great Bad-
dow Vineyards, looking down 
Maldon Road.  A view possibly 
soon to be hidden by the new de-
velopment from  Rubicon West. 
Picture by James Millham 

by Matthew Curties 

St. Mary’s Playschool is 
ce le brat ing,  h av in g 
achieved the highest stan-
dard possible for all parts 
of their recent OFSTED 
inspection.  
   The standard of nursery 
education was judged to be 
of a high quality, with chil-
dren making very good pro-
gress in all areas of learn-
ing.  Confidence levels, 
self-esteem and independ-
ence are all nurtured, and 
children’s behaviour is very 
good. 

   The report found the 
quality of teaching to be 
very good, with staff using 
their knowledge of the 
early learning goals to plan 
appropriate activities and 
experiences for the chil-
dren.  It noted the very 
good relationships that ex-
ist between children and 
staff, and the high expecta-
tions of behaviour. 
   Leadership and manage-
ment were judged to be 
very good with the manager 
providing good links be-

tween parents, the staff 
team and the governing 
body.  Praise was given for 
the positive and pro-active 
response to children with 
special needs who were 
said to be very well sup-
ported with high levels of 
contact and involvement 
with other professionals. 
   The report concluded 
that there were no s ignif i-
cant weaknesses and no 
key issues to address, but 
consideration should be 
given for the use of a 

mor e fo rm a l 
evaluation and 
review of prac-
tices.  The next 
inspection will 
take place in 
three to four 
years. 
   St.  Mar y’s  
Playschool will 
be holding an 
open evening on 
Wednesday 30th 
June 7.30pm.  
Anyone with an 
interest in the 
playsc hool is  
welcome. 

Excellent OFSTED Report 
for St Mary’s Playschool 

Playschool Manager, Mrs Sue Marlow, with children at the sandpit 

Kewasis Nyorsok, a Kenyan boy, was just nine years old 
when he saw his first white man – myself.  I was about the 
same age when I felt God calling me to serve as a missionary 
to share with others the good news of Jesus.  In God’s good 
time, just over fifty years ago, I left for Kenya the year Ke-
wasis was born and eventually went to live in the Mwino Val-
ley where his home was. 
   On Sunday 16th May last, at Meadgate Church, we held a 
service of celebration for all God has done since then.  Ke-
wasis, now the Bishop of that area and reading for a Master’s 
degree at Oxford, was the preacher.  Truly, “God moves in a 
mysterious way, His wonders to perform”. 

Price For God 

Canon Philip Price. 

DAVIDSON 
Building Services 

 
Extensions/Kitchens/Bathrooms. 

Design/Supply/Install  
Tel:  Mark on 01245 473665 
or Mobile:  0777  3688512 

 
 
 
 
 
 
8 Strawberry Lane,          Tel. 01621 817274 
Tiptree, Essex.                Fax. 01621 819937 

http://www.baddowlife.org.uk
http://www.hetramedia.co.uk


The Rise of Great Baddow 
   Beer, Ale and Porter 
have been part of the 
staple diet of the local 
population since before Roman times.  No 
‘breathalysers’ to catch you in those days.  
However, one can read of the medieval 
‘neighbourhood watch’ called ‘Tithingmen’ 
taking people to court for im-
bibing a little too much and 
causing noise or damage; or 
the burial registers noting that ‘Jack was 
killed by a cart while unsteady from drink.’  
Up to the nineteenth century, beer was 
made by many people as an alternative to 
drinking impure water.  In the large houses 
it was made for the servants; farmers made 
it for their labourers; Vicars made it for 
Church celebrations, and individuals made 
it for themselves. 
   The beer was not always home-made: 
many Publicans, or Alehouse Owners 
(those not licensed for spirits), brewed 
beer and porter for public consumption 
and had been doing so long before the 
first act to licence alehouses in 1552.  
Beer was the most popular drink, but it 
gave the large brewers a problem: in the 
time it took to transport beer any distance 
it would go off.  Before the nineteenth 
century it would take two or three days 
for goods to reach London from Great 
Baddow.  Even the mail goes faster than 
that these days! 
   So beer did not travel well.  However, 
porter had the advantage of travelling 
very well indeed.  This was because it 
required the malt to be dried at high tem-
peratures, causing it to be browned or 
even burnt.  This, then, resulted in a dark, 
bitter beer, which had a longer life than 
most of the beer drunk even today. 
   During the later part of the eighteenth 
century, the Justices of the Peace brought in 
a restrictive policy towards alehouses.  All 
alehouses had to be clean and adequate for 
public use, and in 1787 the Justices, in an 
effort to reduce the number of small dis-
reputable alehouses, used the law to insist 
that a signature be required from a respon-
sible representative of the village to say that 
the alehouse-keeper was a reputable charac-
ter.  This drove many small alehouses out 
of business and those that remained often 
required considerable 
capital outlay to stay 
in business. 
   Generally, this capi-
tal was obtained from 
the brewery owners 
themselves, and in re-
turn required the Ale-
houses and Public 
Houses to become 
‘tied’ to that brewery.  
The Brewer, from this 
process, gradually be-
came rich and often 
dealt in wine and spir-
its as well as beer. 
   The two main brew-

   At a recent visit to the Dove Centre, I 
was greeted by Alan Brown, and was 
met by an atmosphere that generated a 
really relaxing and tranquil feel.  A 
group of people were enjoying time to-
gether, making cups of tea, and there 
was lots of chat and the feeling that eve-
ryone was sharing time with people with 
whom they could identify. 
   The Dove Centre started in 
1985 when a group of volun-
teers got together to help people who had 
mental health problems and were coming 
out of hospital with little or no assistance – 
it was a drop-in centre for social support.  
Almost twenty years on, this has become a 
professional service with both paid staff 
and volunteers, and has a six-day week 
programme (and a Sunday lunch club, as 
well). 
   There is so much going on, and one person 
describes it on their video as “a place where 
there is a lot of fun and laughter – it’s like the 
sunshine coming in here”. 
   Their activities are varied and range from a 
Relaxation Group to Arts and Crafts and 
Creative Writing. 
   The aim of the Relaxation Group, now run 
by a man who used to be part of the group, is 
to help people to learn how to relax through 
exercise and visualisation.   Another area, 
which helps people with stress, is the Anxiety 
Management group.  Some people find it 
very difficult to go shopping, get on a bus and 
many other activities, which are needed to 
enjoy life to the full.  The success of these 
groups is that they enable the members to get 
alongside others with similar feelings, which 
helps them cope with their stress step by step. 
   The creative groups sound great fun and are 
very relaxed, as well.  When I visited, there 
was the Arts and Crafts group, busily work-
ing and using this valuable tool to help them 
build up their self-esteem through creativity.  
This group produces some work of excel-
lence, as does the Creative Writing group.  
One man who attends has written some very 
good poetry, which has been published, giv-
ing him much more confidence in himself. 
   Women also have specific problems, which 

need a helping hand – a young mother who 
feels isolated with her baby, having no family 
to support her; or those who have been 
through tough times and find the friendly en-
vironment such help.  It is “good to meet up 
with people who have had similar problems 
and to meet people in a very welcoming at-
mosphere”. 

   There is also a Counselling 
Service.  This deals with any 
issue of course, but one area is 

to give a confidential service to those with 
eating disorders.  This service helps people to 
feel less alone and gives them an opportunity 
to make that first step into looking at their 
illness with a person willing to listen, without 
being judgmental. 
   As with so many organisations, MIND (The 
National Association for Mental Health) in 
Chelmsford could do so much more if the 
funding was available.  Sue Haynes, who is 
the Manager of MIND in Chelmsford, says, 
“As there is a lot of demand, funding is a 
worry, especially if money is withdrawn.  
Many of us think that [these problems] could-
n’t happen to us, but there are many reasons 
for depression: loss of a job; problems in the 
family; divorce, etc. and many people visit 
their G.P.s each year for help. It is always 
helpful to talk to someone outside the family 
to help us cope.” 
   If you are feeling that this Service may help 
you, Sue has asked that you telephone in the 
first instance rather than visiting the Centre, 
as this can cause problems when the staff are 
busy.  Any information you give is confiden-
tial, and if it is appropriate, an appointment 
will be made for you to visit for an assess-
ment, or you will be given information about 
another Agency, which may help.  As you 
can imagine, the Counselling Service is very 
much in demand and you may have to wait 
for an appointment.  Priority is given to the 
unwaged. 
   My afternoon spent with Alan and chatting 
to a few of the members was heart-warming. 
You can get more information from their of-
fice at:  Sadlers House, 2, Legg Street, 
Chelmsford, CM1 1AH.  Tel. (01245) 
345083 

The Dove Centre—Fun And Laughter 

by June Davidson. 

Marriage 
Course 

Meadgate Church Centre, starting on 
30th September 7:00pm 

St arts with supper 
Total cost for a couple is £60, 

including all meals and course material 
Registration essential. 

For further  information see 
www.meadgatechurchcentre.org.uk 

or telephone 01245 471516 

Sponsored Walk 19th September 2004 
Please help us raise much needed 
funds by joining us on a sponsored 
walk. For more information on the 
walk, or for details on how you can 
sponsor one of our walkers: 

 
Please contact 
Chelmsford & 
District Branch 
01245 478389 Charity No. 203644 

eries in Chelmsford 
were Gray & sons in 
Springfield Road and 

Perry and Wells in Duke Street, but Great 
Baddow could hold its own. 
   The largest brewery by far in Great Bad-
dow, was owned by the Crabb family.  

Richard Crabb arrived here 
late in the eighteenth century, 
and with his descendants, con-

tinued as Brewers in Church Street until 
about 1900.  The buildings were originally 
those that now comprise the Antiques mar-
ket is in The Bringey, together with the 
maltings buildings on the other side of the 
road.  Later, the large four/five story build-
ing (shown below), was built in the gardens 
of Crabb’s House. 

   Crabb’s brewery had at least thirty-five 
tied houses.  The tied houses in Great Bad-
dow included the White Horse, the King’s 
Head (previously known as The Naked 
Boy) and the Carpenter’s Arms.  The 
Crown at Sandon and The Bear at Galley-
wood were also tied to the Great Baddow 
Brewery. 
   Richard Crabb who owned the brewery 
for so many years had three sisters.  In their 
later years they became strong temperance 
leaders. 

by Eddie Curites 

Baddow Breweries 

 

High Quality 
nearly new clothes 

at incredibly 
affordable prices 

Tickets: £5 (including refreshments) 
Tickets available from Jill (01245) 268228 

All proceeds go towards 
the Meadgate Church Building Project 

Ladies Summer Fashion Show 
 

    Wednesday 30th June at 8.00pm 
    at Meadgate Church Centre 

    Presented by Marianne 

Meadgate Primary School—Turning Japanese 
This year, pupils of Meadgate Primary 
School have been learning about Japan as 
part of their multicultural curriculum.  The 
children undertook many activities including 
the art of origami, writing Japanese Poetry in 
the form of Haikus and studying Japanese 
art.  They sang some songs and learnt some 
simple Japanese phrases.  The older children 
did some maths using Soraban, a Japanese 
abacus.  They were shown how to put on a 
kimono and designed their own Japanese 
Gardens.  Deputy Headteacher Sally Clark 
said “The children and staff had a great 
week, it was really interesting seeing how 
well they learnt the new language”. 

http://www.meadgatechurchcentre.org.uk


At present, there are around fourteen 
thousand new homes needed in Chelms-
ford; this equates to twice the size of 
Great Baddow.  Put this way, I’m sure 
that most of us are aware that we are not 
just speaking about an extra few houses, 
or even a small neighbour-
hood, but rather a whole 
town. 
   What we are concerned about, though, is 
the extra housing being built on our door-
step.  And with it, all the disruption, and 
stretching of amenities and services that are 
already pushed beyond coping – as some 
would have us believe. 
   As the number of those who attended the 
open meeting early in the month of May 
indicate, there seems to be strong feelings  
concerning the draft for the proposed de-
velopment of the Vineyards.  Some even 
suggest that the Borough Council was 
taken aback with the number of those who 
turned up, as well as the strength of feeling 
displayed in the meeting.  As one of the 
residents who attended the meeting put it: 
“I think the Council were surprised at the 
turnout, especially on such a dreadfully wet 
evening.  This manifested itself in not hav-
ing the screen high enough for people at 
the back to see clearly and only having one 
rather inefficient microphone, resulting in 
people at the back, again, not hearing prop-
erly.” 
   So why do we feel so strongly about the 
development of the Vineyards?  Surely we 
should be pleased and delighted to get rid 
of the building that stands there at present.  
This empty and haggard looking building 
has very little prospect of being regener-
ated into something better without demol-
ishing and starting anew. 
   The problem is that it’s too near.  That’s 
why we’re willing to put up with some-
thing ugly (even though most of us would 
want it to go) rather than have our lives dis-
rupted by increasing the population and 
traffic around us. 
   Might we be responding from an ex-
tremely self-centred position?  We are 
happy to have extra homes for those who 
need them, as long as they’re not built on 
our doorstep. 
   This response from the local residents, 
might seem at first glance simple.  How-
ever, there are many factors we need to 
consider in our analysis of the development 
of Marrable House and the Vineyards be-
fore we reach any conclusion. 
   The first thing to look at is the lack of 
housing, or affordable housing for first-
time buyers.  As the value of our homes 
keeps on rising all the time, the result is the 
bottom step of the property ladder gets 
higher and higher.  As these prices in-
crease, our services costs will likewise in-
crease.  If we want to live in an exclusively 
high value area, then we should be ex-
pected to pay the price for doing that.  
However, as we are not willing to pay a 
higher price for the essential services that 
we receive, the services, then, will not be 
able to afford a decent wage for those who 
will be employed to perform them.  The 
wages paid will not be able to provide 
much beyond housing needs, (even if em-
ployees earn enough to be able to get a 
mortgage to purchase a property to begin 
with). 
   The second thing is the continual concen-
tration of the population here in the south-
east.  We live in one of the most affluent 
and sought after parts of England, and we 

have so much that can be enjoyed 
and also envied by others.  There is 
still a constant shift of population 
into Essex; this is in line with the 
long-standing and continual invest-
ment into this part of the UK in com-

parison with others.  It 
is here where we find 
the high paid jobs; it is 

here where we have all the services 
we need: such as roads, railway, pub-
lic transport, airports, theatres and so 
on. 
   The third is the environmental is-
sue.  This needs increasingly to be 
taken as a major factor in develop-
ments of any kind.  We need to look 
at the way things appear, are con-
structed, and the material used for 
their construction.  Is it the best use 
of space or not?  The government 
policy regarding brown field sites is 
a case in point.  Also, are we increas-
ingly becoming over populated to 
such an extent that it is detrimentally 
effecting the social environment? In 
other words we need to consider the 
link between over population and difficult 
social behaviour.  The sixties housing de-
velopments may actually have proved that 
over populating without clear policy to-
wards making space available for recrea-
tion and social development, is a policy 
that leads to many social problems. 
   And fourth is the lack of trust of public 
officials and policy makers.  We are be-
coming increasingly cynical towards 
elected government, local government and 
the appointed officials who run local gov-
ernment.  Our immediate response to them 
is suspicion.  Somehow, we do not believe 
that they might have looked and found the 
best possible solution.  Rather, we often 
think that they might just be basing all their  
decision on wrong motives, like profit and 
promotion. 
   Considering the factors above, we can 
see that the issue is quite complex and 
needs sensitive handling.  Personally, my 
Christian faith can help in trying to under-
stand and respond to the above-mentioned 
factors.  To begin with I need to handle my 
“self-interest”, I need to consider how best 
to respond to a situation where I know that 
there is a large self-interest impact.  How 
do I respond to the needs of others or the 
interests of others, if I think that they are 
directly in conflict with my self-interest? 
Jesus taught us to be aware of the needs of 
others, and to lay down our needs and 
wants to seek to serve others. 
   This is not only an altruistic response; I 
actually believe that as the needs of others 
are met, my needs also are met.  We all 
share common weaknesses, and all our in-
terests are commonly linked.  Let me illus-
trate.  By increasing the number of avail-
able affordable good quality housing, peo-
ple who are qualif ied for the jobs that this 
community needs, will be attracted into our 
area; therefore, by meeting their needs my 
needs are being met.  We need also to have 
better trust in public officials and the sys-
tem.  After all, it is down to us to be in-
volved in the political system to effect its 
direction and impact.  Our involvement is  
needed, not only at the points of conflict, 
but in the ongoing process of democracy: 
each one of us counts.  We do need to 
maintain within our lives, a respect for the 
system and those who are involved in it.   
For as respect and honour is lost from soci-

Vineyards Development—Too Close For Comfort? 

by Mones Farah 

Marrable House: empty and haggard 

 

HOLIDAY BIBLE CLUB 5–11 YEARS 
 BOOKING FEE IS ONLY… 

 £4.00 FOR THE WHOLE WEEK 
OR £5.00 PER FAMILY 

Places limited, so book today – 
Ring the Church Office for details 

01245 477501 

 

Tuesday 17th August 
To 

Friday 20th August 
9.30am – 12.30pm 

ety, we are in danger of losing a way of life 
that can be beneficial and wholesome to 
all. 
   However, we also need to take the envi-
ronment into consideration, both physical 
and social.  We need to consider the impact 
on services, on the amenities, on traffic and 
so on.  Would this proposed draft enhance 
our community, or would it have a detri-

mental effect on it? Am I responding out of 
fear, as a result of being threatened, or be-
cause after considering all the factors, I do 
truly believe that whatever I decide, 
whether to support this development or to 
fight it, my response is based on clear 
thinking and a strong desire to contribute to 
the advancement and prosperity of our 
community. 

If you have any comments, why not drop us a line at 
Baddow Life, 162A Meadgate Avenue, Great Baddow, 

Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 7LJ. 
or E-mail: letters@baddowlife.org.uk 

Deadline for the next issue: 29th August 

mailto:letters@baddowlife.org.uk


Please send comments and suggestions to: 
Baddow Life, 162A Meadgate Avenue, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 7LJ 

Produced by Great Baddow Team Ministry.  Printed by Newsquest (Essex) Ltd. 
Deadline for the next issue: 29th August 2004 

Local Information 
Doctor’s Surgery 

“The Surgery” Dr Russell and Partners 

Address 16 High St, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 7HQ 

Telephone Numbers Main Line—Appointments and General Queries: 
                     0870 285 1990 (8:30am - 7:00pm daily) 
Surgery:      01245 473251 
Dispensary: 01245 472449 
Out of Hours Answerphone:  
                     01245 473251 (for duty doctor’s number) 

Opening Hours Surgery open Monday to Friday:  
                     8:30am-11:50am and 4:00pm-6:30pm 
Practice closed: 12:30pm-1:30pm 
Emergencies only: Saturdays 9:00am-11:00am 
Test Results: After 3:00pm 

Local Churches 
St Mary’s Church  Tel:        01245 477501 

E-mail:  stmaryschurchoffice@care4free.net 

Services each Sunday   8:00am   Holy Communion 
10:00am   Morning Worship 
  6:30pm   Evening Worship 

St Mary’s 
Church Office 

Opening Hours: 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays: 
                                      9:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-3:00pm 
Wednesday:           9:30am-12:30pm only 
Also for Weddings and Baptism enquiries:  
Tuesdays                7:00pm-8:00pm 

St Paul’s Church  Tel:        01245 269026 
E-mail:  tudorandtricia@ezekiel124.fsnet.co.uk 

Services each Sunday   9:30am   Family Praise 
10:30am   Morning Worship 

Meadgate Church Tel: 01245 471516 
E-mail:  monesf@yahoo.com 

Services each Sunday 10:30am Morning Worship 
  6:30pm Evening Worship 

United Reformed Church Tel: 01245 472356/473057 

Services each Sunday 10:45am Morning Worship 
  6:30pm Holy Communion (1st Sunday of each month only) 

and incorporation of public art'.  However, 
the Council understands that this 'should 
not involve signif icant loss of capacity'. 
   With this in mind, Rubicon has devel-
oped the idea of a basement car park.  This 
will take the form of an underground area 
beneath the western end of the main car 
park and partially under the new block in 
place of Marrable House.  The smaller car 
park to the south of the Vineyards, could 
see another smaller block erected at The 
Causeway end. 
   The use of all these buildings may com-
prise a mixture of shops, offices, cafes, 
workshops, nurseries and surgeries, and 
residential flats.  With Government guide-
lines indicating the requirement for an ad-
ditional 14,000 homes by 2021 in the 

Chelmsford area, the Council accepts the 
amount suggested in the Planning Brief.   
Also, according to the brief, a "mixed-use 
development can create vitality and diver-
sity and reduce the need to travel." 
   The Council is hoping that those local to 
the site will fill the increased number of 
jobs.  However, they also recognize that 
some residents may need to work and shop 
elsewhere, and that not all positions will be 
filled by those in the local vicinity.  They 
state that there are 'good public transport 
connections to Chelmsford'.  This, though, 
could lead to an increase in the amount of 
traffic moving along the local roads. 
   So far, no firm proposals or planning ap-
plications have yet been submitted, and the 
Council is seeking comments from the pub-
lic before formalizing the Planning Brief.   
If you have any suggestions or comments, 
you can contact the design and develop-
ment team on (01245) 606549 or e-mail 
dean.harris@chelmsfordbc.gov.uk 

(Continued from page 1) 

Valen Choir Recital 
St. Mary's  Ch urch  is very please d to be h osting a recital by the Valen 
Choir (40 stron g) from Norway on Fri day 25th June beginning at 8pm as  
part of a s hort tour in this country. (Their only other engage ment is a re-
cital in Salisbu ry Cathe dral.)  After the recital the re will be an  opportunity 
to meet the ch oir ove r a cheese and wi ne rece ption. For fu rthe r details / to book free tickets  
con tact the C hu rch  Office, tel. 01245 477501; email: stmarysch urch office @care4free.net. 

Tuesday, starting 14th September at Meadgate Church Centre, Great Baddow 
Contact Mones Farah, tel. 01245 471516 

 
Wednesday, starting 29th September at St Paul’s Church, Great Baddow 

Contact Tricia and Tudor Roberts, tel. 01245 269026 
 

Wednesday, starting 6th October at St Mary’s Church, Great Baddow 
Contact John and Heather Ansell, tel. 01245 359872 

Alpha Courses 

Alphacourse.org 

Colchester Castle Museum 
Gets A Visit from Larkrise 

Earlier in the year, children from Lark-
rise Primary School had their “one and 
only Year 4 visit to Colchester Castle”.  
After an obviously exciting excursion, 
the pupils put down their thoughts on 
the trip.  Here’s what some of them 
wrote: 
   “We came into school with our bags for 
the trip, and our teacher put us into 
groups,” Hanna and Charlotte explain. “At 
quarter past nine we left [on] the coach.  It 
took us 40 minutes to get to Colchester 
Castle.” 
   “We were so excited,” adds Lucy and 
Warren, “we started to sing our hearts out.” 
   When they arrived, they were met by the 
museum’s curator.  “When we got inside, 
the curator told us if we see a red hand with 
a line through it next to something, it 
means don’t touch.  And if there was no 
red hand with no line through, it meant you 
can touch,” writes Hanna and Charlotte. 
   “We split into groups,” continues Dan-
ielle and Jade, “and explored the magical 
castle.  We drew some pictures and talked 
about the objects.” 
   After seeing the mosaics, they came to 
Boudicca’s Chariot.  According to Lucy 
and Warren, “It was very pretty.  It was 

used to carry Boudicca around. 
   Lunch soon followed at one o’clock, “in 
a big, interesting hall,” according to Hanna 
and Charlotte.  And “after that, we went to 
the shop,” writes Lucy and Warren.  “It 
was really cool.  We all bought stuff like 
pens, pencils, rubbers and rock.” 
   “Then we went to the vaults, where they 
used to hide,” Tyler and Jed explain, “and 
this lady told us about the temple of 
Claudius.” 
   Hanna and Charlotte continue the story.  
“It had quite a lot of tunnels.  When we 
went down the stairs we went back 2100 
years.  A lady told 10 people to stand up 
and pretend the rest of us were the Celts.  
We had a massive battle.  When we got 
out, we went to the dungeons and we heard 
a really, really scary voice, and Charlie 
found some keys hanging up on the wall.   
He rattled the keys and made all the girls  
scream!” 
   “It was quite scary,” states Daniel and 
Jade, “but we survived.” 
   Finally, it was time to go.  “Then [we 
met] the coach and we went back to school.  
The teachers were really nice,” adds Lucy 
and Warren, “and let us go home early if 
[our] helper was there.” 

Charlotte, Kyle and Bonnie standing in front of Queen Boudicca’s chariot 
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