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The Aerial & 
Satellite People 

   The land lies at the edge of the al-
ready flourishing and extensive 
Woodcroft Nursery School gardens 
and had been earmarked for devel-
opment to support children’s learn-
ing by the recently retired head 
teacher Annie Tann. 
   Woodcroft Nursery School was estab-
lished by Essex County Council in 1946 
and was then known as The London Road 
Nursery School, which was situated in Lon-
don Road, Chelmsford. The relocation of 
the nursery to new premises in Great Bad-
dow in 1997 brought with it a change in 
name but it kept its child centred ethos of 
education and its firmly held beliefs in the 
value of children’s outdoor learning experi-
ences. The new site provides the children 
with increased learning opportunities both 
inside and outside the building. 
   Woodcroft Nursery School values and 
respects the parents’ knowledge of their 
child and uses this to continue the educa-
tional process started at home. A structured 
and well-organised open plan environment 
is provided where children are supported in 
their learning by qualified teachers and 
nursery nurses. All areas of the curriculum 
are covered over time in the garden with 
the large grounds and excellent resources 
allowing for physical challenges to develop 
keen and alert minds and strong coordi-
nated bodies. The nursery wanted to build 
upon and extend the children’s learning 

Woodcroft Nursery 
Gets Boost from BBC 

An uninspiring plot of land is slowly being trans-
formed into a magical story garden with the help 
of the BBC Neighbourhood Gardeners. 

Two of Woodcroft’s pupils, making sure the stones are laid correctly 

by Maggie Lloyd 

(Continued on page 5) 

The Carpenters Arms on Baddow 
Road is under new management.  
Jenny and Jim Burlington have 
agreed a long-term lease with 
Punch Taverns to take over the 
pub, and will be re-launching it 
during the first weekend in De-
cember 2004. 

   “We have decided to re-launch as 
‘smoke free’,” Jim says.  “There has 
been a great deal of publicity in the 
media recently about the proposed 
regulation of the food and drinks in-
dustry regarding smoking, but we feel 
this would be unnecessary if more 
pubs went this way, allowing non-
smokers to choose a smoke free at-

mosphere without the necessity of 
Government regulation.  We are not 
making a moral judgment about 
smoking, and, in fact, a move toward 
more ‘smoke free’ pubs could pre-
serve the ‘smoking pub’”. 
   Jenny and Jim also intend to increase 
the variety of food offered beyond the 

Carpenters Arms In New Hands 

What Do You Put 
Your Trust In? 

(Continued on page 2) 

For thousands of years people have watched 
the stars and the planets. Special occurrences 
in the skies have been seen as signs of great 
events on the earth. We know now that star 
signs do not control what happens on the 
earth, although those who write about them 
may try to control and manipulate us. But 
sometimes the God who created both the 
heavens and the earth arranges for earthly 
events to be marked in the sky. 
   The Magi had been for centuries the 
priests and astrologers of Persia. Just over 
two thousand years ago some of them saw 
something very special in the sky. No one 
knows exactly what they saw – there are 
various theories. But it convinced them that 
a very special king had been born, and that 
they must set off on a journey of several 
months to find him. The child wasn't where 
they expected him to be, in the palace of 
privilege in Jerusalem; they found him liv-
ing in obscurity in nearby Bethlehem. And 
they put their trust in him. 
   Who do we trust, to tell us the truth and to 
lead us into the future? Is it our privileged po-
litical leaders? Is it the media who manipulate 
us? Or is it the one whose birth was marked in 
the heavens, who couldn't be defeated even by 
death, and who now reigns as heavenly king? 
   See page 6 for Christmas services at our 
local churches. 



So far we have noticed little difference 
with the modern Great Baddow, but now, 
just after Beech House, we see a left turn 
with a road leading to Manor 
Farm.  Today if we look be-
hind any building on Maldon Road we see 
more buildings, in the mid 1950’s we 
would see fields, orchards or gravel pits.  
The next large building we would find was 
Jeffery’s.  Now partly used by our parish 
council, it was a school for many years, 
Mr. Jeffery started the school and left land, 
the proceeds of which kept it going after 
his death.  It was then one of the three chil-
dren’s schools in Great Baddow.  We also 
had a school for young gentlemen and an-
other for young ladies. 
   As we passed the Causeway we would 
find, as now, houses on both sides of the 
road.  The houses on the right included a 
Smithy, run by the Sparrow family, fol-
lowed by a number of Almshouses then 
nothing. No Veterinary Surgery, no hair-
dressers, just open countryside. On the left 
lay the King’s Arms, which included sev-
eral surrounding houses; in the late 1800s 
the Pattern family ran this.  Like many pub-
licans, running an inn was not their only 
occupation and the Patterns were builders 
who ran the King’s Head as a sideline.  Be-
yond the King’s Arms were six cottages, 
some occupied by a bricklayer, a thatcher, 

and a butcher and then an open road to 
Danbury.  A few hundred yards further on, 
the road split left, at the point where the 

fire station is now situated, 
down to a gravel pit so neces-

sary for surfacing roads. 
   Further on, on the right, was the turning 
to one of the largest houses in Great Bad-
dow, named Baddow Hall. 
   The mid nineteenth century was still the 
time of the small shop, and in Maldon 
Road, we would find a variety of small 
businesses.  We have already come across 
the schoolteacher, builder and the black-
smith, but in Maldon Road, we also find a 
Mr. Butcher, a carpenter; Mr. Allen, a 
butcher; Mr. Black, a tailor; Mr. Clark, a 
shoemaker; Mr. Bright, a sweep; Mr. Em-
bleton, a thatcher; as well as gardeners, en-
gine drivers for the brewery, coachmen, a 
drayman, charladies and a birdscarer. 
   Along this road, during the 1700s, hun-
dreds and probably thousands of carts 
would pass each year, bringing coal and 
manure from the nearest port of Maldon, to 
Chelmsford and returning with produce 
from the farms.  However, at the turn of the 
century, the canal or Navigation was chan-
nelled between Heybridge and Chelmsford 
reducing this traffic and by 1840 the rail-
way had reached Chelmsford and the 
Maldon Road became quiet. 

The Rise of Great Baddow 
Maldon Road In The 19th Century—Part 2 

Laughter filling a kitchen as meals are be-
ing prepared. Young people on a Friday 
night gathering in the entrance and chatting 
with their friends from the “Rock Solid” 
youth group. Wednesday 
morning; and mums and 
grandparents are coming 
through into a brightly lit doorway, parking 
their buggies, and taking their children by 
the hand to start their play at “Mothers and 
Toddlers”. These are just some of the 
things that happen already at St Paul’s 
Church in an average week. What is going 
to change is the start of a rebuilding project 
that will enable us to do these things even 
better. 
   St Paul’s Church is the same age as its 
vicar! After 46 years of use the opportunity 
has come to do something about the build-
ing, meanwhile the Vicar is using a bicycle 
to bring about change! The Project at St 
Paul’s will give us a new entrance, new toi-
lets, a new kitchen and a new meeting 
room. By the time this article has gone to 
press, we should have all the finance re-
quired, a lot of which has come 
from giving from within the 
Church, and the help of some 
various funding organisations. 
Already we have enough money 
to commence the building work 
in mid January 2005. 
   In addition to what happens 
mid-week, we have growing 
numbers of people coming on a 
Sunday, especially to a half hour 
service at 9.30am. The new 
building will help in coping with 
the flow of people coming to one 
service, having refreshments, and 

then preparing for another service at 
10.30am. Food and drink are a great way of 
bringing people together and with a com-
pletely new kitchen we can serve lots of tea 

and coffee as well as prepare 
meals for seventy or so peo-
ple, which is what’s needed 

when the whole church comes together. All 
around St Paul’s, new house building is go-
ing on, so the usage of the Church is 
planned to increase. Come and see us now, 
and come and see us when the building is 
going on, because we want it to be 
“business as usual” as much as possible 
even during the reconstruction. One thing’s 
for certain, with builders on site, there will 
be a steady demand for cups of tea from 
decorators, builders, plumbers and electri-
cians. And at the end of it all, the building, 
I hope, will be “full of laughter, and thanks 
for what God has done”. 
 
St Paul's Church are particularly grateful to 
Essex Environmental Trust who have given a 
substantial financial grant towards the new 
building project. 

by Eddie Curties 

View of the top end of Maldon Road taken by Fred Spalding. The King’s Head 
Public House is behind the large building directly in the centre. The Causeway is 
off to the right.  (Produced by kind permission from the Essex Public Records Office.) 

traditional ‘Pub Grub’.  Jim ex-
plains, “We will be experiment-
ing with a variety of menus, in-
cluding fine dining, and will 
greatly appreciate any com-
ments from our customers as to 
what they are looking for.  We 
definitely want to offer family 
menus, and will welcome fami-
lies”. 
   Jenny’s family moved to 
Great Baddow when she was 
six years old, and outside of 
one year living in America 
has lived in the Chelmsford/
Great Baddow area ever 
since.  Jim is an American.  
He first came to England 

when he was 18 years old 
and loved it.  He spent a 
number of years going back 
and forth between the two 
countries, but could not stay 
in the U.K. permanently until 
he married Jenny in 1979 at 
St. Mary’s Church, Great 
Baddow.  
   Neither Jim nor Jenny has 
experience in the licensed 
trade.  Jim was a U.S. Army 
cook for two years and a Bur-
ger King Manager for a year 
and a half, both back in the 
1970’s.  Since settling in Eng-
land, he has been working in 
accounting and qualified as a 
Certified Accountant in 1989.  

Jenny has been working as a 
Library Assistant in the Great 
Baddow Library for six years, 
and as an Usherette at the 
Civic Theatre in Chelmsford 
for four years. 
   Jim adds, “We know this is a 
real challenge, but are very 
excited about it.  After years 
of working in an office, it will 
be good to actually have con-
tact with the public.” 
   Looking to the future, Jim 
and Jenny want to expand the 
present facilities and introduce 
a rear garden with seating, and 
a children’s play area.  An-
other feature will be a built in 
Barbecue. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Carpenters Arms 

St Paul’s Building Work Enters Phase II 

The Revd Tudor Roberts inside the church showing the plans of the building work. 

St Paul’s, with 
phase I complete 

Revd Tudor Roberts 



InterAct, a local charity established over 10 
years ago, works to help people recovering 
from mental health issues and those with 
learning disabilities to transform their lives. 
We run a variety of projects to enable local 
people to either get into some form of edu-
cation or back into the work environment. 
We also co-ordinate a programme called 
‘Bridges to Inclusion’ that helps young 
people and adults to develop the skills to 
overcome the challenges and obstacles fac-
ing those with learning disabilities. Partner-
ships with Essex County Council and other 
agencies give the programme an important 
and developing role within the County. 
   Our SkillBase workshops operate in 
Chelmsford, Witham and Braintree provid-
ing vocational, I.T. and basic skills training 
for adults with Learning Disabilities. The 
workshops offer a unique opportunity for 
adults with learning disabilities to experi-
ence a ‘real work setting’ in a supported 
environment, which is working towards a 
viable social enterprise. The project aims to 
encourage development of social skills, 
team working and confidence building, pro-
vides training in IT, literacy, numeracy and 
vocational skills and advises adults on fur-
ther employment and education opportuni-
ties whilst working towards independence. 
   InterAct also co-ordinates a programme 
called Circles of Support in Transition. 
This innovative set of projects operating in 
Chelmsford, Tendring and South Essex, is 
already the county model for transition 
based community support. It addresses the 
need for support, including mentoring and 
advocacy services, for young people who 
are going through the difficult transition 
from school life through to adulthood. The 
project helps the young person to choose a 
Circle of Support, which meets regularly as 
a group, and as individuals, to provide on-
going support through the various chal-
lenges of this difficult life period. The cir-
cle is largely volunteer-based, buttressed by 
input from paid mentors and advocacy sup-
port. It is a very cost-effective way of pro-
viding crucial support and informal care. 
   We are always pleased to hear from any-
one wishing to volunteer to be a member of 
a Circle of Support or anyone who would 
like to find more about either volunteering 
or fundraising for InterAct. Please contact 
Simone Robinson on Tel: 01245 608250. 

Interact 
by Simone Robinson The Chelmsford Scheme has 

been running now for just over 
seven years, and in that time 
has helped hundreds of older 
members of the public live 
safely in their own homes. 
   The scheme, which is a part-
nership between 
Chelmsford Bor-
ough Council and Help the 
Aged, is a free service for peo-
ple of pensionable age in re-
ceipt of Income Support or liv-
ing on a low income, providing 
home safety and security prod-
ucts.  These include door locks, 
window locks, door viewers, 
door chains and smoke alarms.  
Security products are also 
available for some uPVC doors 
and windows.  Security prod-
ucts for garden and outbuild-
ings were introduced in 2001. 
   The scheme is controlled 
from the Help the Aged office 
in Clacton, and employs a fully 
vetted and qualified fitter to 
carry out the work in the cli-
ents' homes.  The fitter, who 
makes appointments in advance 
with the client, has a smart uni-
form with the Help the Aged 
logo, and carries a photo identi-
fication card at all times so that 
anyone can contact the charity 
if in doubt about his identity.  
The HandyVan is brightly col-
oured with the logo highly visi-
ble, which helps to advertise 

the scheme.  The fitter also 
leaves behind information on 
other services such as Senior-
Line (Help the Aged freephone 
welfare rights advice service 
0800 800 6565) and SeniorLink 
(the Charity's Immediate Re-

sponse Service 
01709 389 388). 

   The HandyVan scheme oper-
ates in 28 areas of England, 
Scotland and Wales, and na-
tionally has helped over 80,000 
older people to feel safer in 
their own homes.  The primary 
objective is to make vulnerable 
older people’s homes more safe 
and secure, thus reducing the 
risk of loss through burglary 
and providing peace of mind.  
Over the whole country about 
90 people a day are helped in 
this way through the HandyVan 
network.   
   Chelmsford Borough Council 
have been the main supporter 
of Help the Aged in the 
Chelmsford area, and their sup-
port has enabled the charity to 
provide the HandyVan and fit-
ter who can complete up to four 
homes per day, depending on 
the travelling distances.  
Chelmsford Borough Council 
are very forward looking in 
providing help to older people 
and their support to Help the 
Aged is one example which il-
lustrates their concern for the 

citizens of the borough. 
   Help the Aged also work with 
local police forces providing a 
service to help vulnerable peo-
ple who have been the victims 
of crime by giving priority to 
those who has been burgled, 
etc.  In our own Chelmsford 
Borough Council area the local 
police Victim Support Officer 
is a member of the Home 
Safety Committee responsible 
for supporting and monitoring 

the scheme. 
   For more information or if 
you are concerned about your 
home safety or security, OR if 
you can make the scheme 
aware of an older family mem-
ber, friend or neighbour, who is 
in need, then ring Help the 
Aged for further information on 
the FREE service.   
   Don’t delay, telephone 
(01245) 472 524 today.  Every 
call is treated confidentially. 

Chelmsford Home Safety HandyVan Scheme 

Once you “give up the day job” the 
question arises “what am I going to do 
now?”  Well, if you live in Great Bad-
dow or round about worry no more.  
The possibilities are endless.  You may 
opt to enrol at an Adult Education class, 
play bowls, go rambling, sort out your 
Ancestors, join a Community Care 
Group, the choice is yours. 
   You could even volunteer to help out in a 
Charity Shop!  I did this many years ago 
and recommend it to anyone who enjoys 
meeting people and adding to your ward-
robe without breaking the bank! 
   The hours are flexible, the helpers 
friendly and the customers – well they 
come in all shapes and sizes, young and 
old, male and female – and from many 
backgrounds.  You get to know your 
‘regulars’ – the elderly lady who loves to 
tell you her life story; the man who thinks 
he is a comedian and has an endless reper-
toire of “funny” jokes, not to mention visi-
tors from various countries who enjoy root-
ing among the bric-a-brac for a souvenir to 
take home. 
   Behind the scenes, constant activity – do-
nated clothes to be sorted, steamed and 
hung onto racks for pricing.  Unsaleable 
items to be bagged ready for the “rag col-
lection”, ornaments to be washed, books to 
be priced – nobody sits around with their 
feet up! 

   Standing behind the counter you learn a 
great deal about human nature.  There is 
the lady who cares for her disabled hus-
band and who only manages to get out 
once or twice a week; the carer whose days 
are so full she can scarcely find time to 
have a good look round; the well dressed 
business man searching for a silk tie for a 
special function and, of course, the chil-
dren, who make a bee line for the ‘toy box’ 

and plead with wide eyed longing “please 
can I have this one” trying to persuade 
Mum to add yet another cuddly toy to their 
collection. 
   During a lull, watching the passing 
crowds in the street outside — and who 
doesn’t enjoy “people watching” — you 
reflect on the enormous variety of the hu-
man species: so many colours, creeds, 
shapes and sizes, fascinating and ever 
changing.  A bit like life, really.  So if you 
are at a loose end after a busy working life 
— why not give it a go? 

Give It A Go! 

 by Clive Spratt 

Irene Duke 



Too many jobs are being sourced out; too many 
companies once considered to be the strength of 
our economy are shutting their operations here 
and moving them to other areas of our world 
where labour is cheaper. 
   Economically it makes sense, for that will increase 
their profits, and in cut-throat markets you need to 
achieve and maintain an advantage. However, be-
cause their action has a detrimental effect on our 
work, finances and thereby our security, we want to 
cry foul play! 
   However, the companies that we condemn and ac-
cuse of being socially irresponsible, are the same 
ones that have we have invested in. We have bought 
their shares and we want their shares to increase in 
value. If we have not bought the shares directly, 
most probably our pensions have been invested in 
them.  
   On the other hand we want cheap products in our 
markets. Two XXL T-shirts for £3.50, a pair of jeans  
for £6, DVD player £29.99, VCR £39, flat screen 
TV £99, personal CD player £14.99, 1kg of Carrots 
for 37p, 1kg of Bananas for 79p and the list goes on. 
I can hear you saying “you’ve been had, I can get 
cheaper!” which illustrates my point exactly. 
   The above two issues are a cause and effect, sim-
ply put, as we want to pay cheaper prices for the 
goods that we want to purchase, then we have to find 
cheaper costs of production. However because the 
main cost of production is in labour, then it goes 
without saying that we need to find cheaper labour, 
and therefore we need to pursue it wherever we can 
find it. 
   Don’t listen to those who blame the ‘fat cats’ of 
commerce, they are only acting on our behalf. Don’t 
blame the Government or even Europe, for the 
power of trade is not only in their hands but also in 
ours. 
   We are so closely linked with the rest of the world 
today, that separation into little ghettos will defi-
nitely cause more damage than good. In today’s in-
ternational trade climate, it is impossible to reach 
national self-sustainability, we need others just as 
much as others need us. Therefore the most pressing 
need that exists today is the need to consider the 
welfare of people everywhere and not narrowly fo-
cus on ours only, for by doing that we ourselves will 
benefit and prosper. 
   Exercise your consumer power! 

Exercise Your 
Consumer Power 

by Mones Farah 

Dear Alistair, 
   Almost every week these 
days, some form of terrorism 
hits the headlines, and it is 
more-often-than-not the 
innocent who pay for their 
deeds of aggression. 
Recently, those innocent 
victims were children and even 
babies. How can a loving God 
allow terrorists to 
massacre innocent children? 

Angry of Baddow 
 
Dear Angry of Baddow, 
   Such issues have been difficult for thou-
sands of years. In this short reply I cannot 
hope to answer this question at all fully, and 
certainly not to bring adequate comfort to 
those who have lost loved ones through ter-
rorism or other tragedies. 
   But we can start to understand these issues 
when we remember that God has given us 
freedom. He chose to create human beings 
with genuine consciousness, feelings, free-
dom of choice, and moral responsibility. He 
wanted them to love him and each other. But 
love is genuine only if it is a free choice. And 
so God had to take a risk that the people he 
created might choose not to love him and not 
to live as he intended for them. And sadly this 
is what happened; right from the start of hu-
man history, people have chosen to seek their 
own selfish ends. Indeed, the Bible tells us 
that everyone, except for just one man, Jesus 
Christ, has fallen short of God's standards in 
some way. 
   None of us is perfect, but most of us have 
chosen to be generally upright citizens. How-
ever, because God has given us all free will, 
he has chosen not to stop us turning com-
pletely away from his ways, even allowing 
ourselves to be controlled by forces of evil. 
So, he doesn't stop terrorists carrying out 
atrocities. He could do, but if he did, he 
would be denying those people true freedom, 
and true responsibility for their actions. And 
he would also be denying true freedom to us 
all, by showing that we are in fact under his 
control, just kept on a long lead. But in fact he 
respects our freedom, however far from him 
that leads us. Yet he longs for each us to rec-
ognise that we have taken wrong paths and to 
turn back to him. 
   So, we live not in a universe of automata, 
but in one of conscious beings with true free-
dom and true responsibility. It can be a place 
of genuine love and joy only because it is also 
a place of genuine pain and grief. And God 
shares with us in our pain, as he feels with a 
Father's heart how some of his children reject 
him and cause such pain to others in his fam-
ily. He too has lost a Son, unjustly put to 
death on a cross. Those who grieve can look 
to him who loves them and shares their grief. 
And they can have confidence that just as 
God raised his own Son from death, so also at 
the end of time he will raise the dead to life 
and wipe away their tears. 

Revd Alistair McGregor 
(Great Baddow Team Rector) 

 
Questions to the address on the back page, 
or  e-mail:  askalistair@baddowlife.org.uk 

Ask Alistair 

Dear Editor, 
   My first reaction on reading that the Baddow by-pass may be widened, was to 
think that this was a spoof or a scare story; it just seemed so ridiculous that this 
might be done as part of a Park and Ride scheme. The point of Park and Ride is 
to reduce traffic into town centres and so to reduce the 
need for more roads. Will this scheme work only if a new 
road is built for it? If so, it has failed before it has started. 
   Many other roads around Chelmsford are badly over-
loaded, but instead of improving them, our council’s plan 
is to spend money on one of the few roads that is adequate 
for its purpose. But then it seems that they are considering 
this because the government will pay for it. Well, we the 
public still pay for it, but from general taxes rather than 
through Council Tax. 
   The problem with the Baddow by-pass is not the road 
itself, but the junction it leads into. You can't solve a bot-
tleneck problem by widening the bottle that feeds into it. If 
there is money to be spent on road schemes in connection 
with this Park and Ride, it should be spent instead on im-
proving the capacity of the Army and Navy junction. Per-
haps the new flyover promised for ten years from now can 
be brought forward. And meanwhile they should be able to 
keep the queues down by switching the traffic lights back 
on. 

Peter Kirk, Great Baddow 
 
For information and comments on this development, 
contact the Chelmsford Park & Ride Project Manager, 
Essex County Council, tel. 01245 437551,  or e-mail: 
Chelmsord.Park&Ride@essexcc.gov.uk. 

Letter to the Editor 

Have you ever given much thought to 
the happenings at this time of year? 
Well, it is Xmas, of course, and we've 
got to buy the kids something. How-
ever, the pressure on us to ‘keep up 
with the Joneses’, means we usually 
spend far more money than we should 
have done, and some of the things 
we've bought, we wouldn’t give 
house-room to, but at least we've done 
our bit! Perhaps the 'mystery' of the 
season has gone out of our thinking 
and giving. 
   What IS it all about? Some of us 
think it is all about children and fami-
lies. The fact is, research shows that 
far from it being an enjoyable time, 
Xmas can be extremely stressful, par-
ticularly with regard to families – un-
real expectations on where to spend it, 
what should be provided, how much 
should be spent on gifts and who 
should be present. And, of course, we 
should love each other and want to 
spend time together, or so the received 
wisdom says. There are, however, usu-
ally more arguments, rows and depres-
sion over the few days of Xmas than at 
any other time of the year. 
   We might feel that the religious ‘bit’ 
interferes with our enjoyment, and that 
the ‘stable’ story belongs with the fair-
ies! We might not believe in anything, 
or we might have another faith that is 
not anchored in Christianity. We might 
be feeling complacent about the whole 
subject. What is true, is that an event 
occurred 2000 years ago, and impacted 
on history thereafter. Wherever we 
stand on this subject, it is a time for us 
to reflect on the positive and loving 
relationships we have experienced, and 
to pass them on to others in some 
form, otherwise they will not bear the 
fruit that was intended. 
   As a Christian, I believe that this is a 
special occasion to remember not only 

the birth of Jesus, but also His death 
on the cross – not a pleasant subject 
when all you want to do is eat, drink 
and be merry. (Even Jesus enjoyed His 
wine, and produced some.) Whether 
we celebrate His birth at this time of 
year, or at any other time of year, is of 
no real importance – as it happens, 
Christians stole the winter solstice 
celebrations that were already in exis-
tence with other religions. The fact of 
the matter remains that God only sent 
His Son; it is we who have invented 
the tinsel and overeating. 
   I have the profound belief that this 
season is a reminder to us that some-
one loved us so much He was willing 
to die for us, so that we could renew 
our relationship with our Creator. 
There are people – soldiers, police-
men, firemen for example – who be-
lieve that what they are doing is for the 
benefit and safety of their fellow men, 
and do occasionally give their lives for 
us. There are members of our families 
and friends, who have given so much 
of themselves to us and had a great im-
pact on our lives, that we wouldn't be 
who we are, or where we are, without 
them. There are others who unselfishly 
serve us within their jobs and receive 
little appreciation. 
   This is the time, therefore, to give 
thanks and to share the love we have 
received, in whatever way we can. 
This is a time for old wounds to be 
closed permanently, and past hurts to 
be forgiven. This is the time to put 
Christ back into Christ-mas, as the 
cross does, because it signifies love as 
an ongoing experience. This is the 
time to make peace. 
   I believe that is what we should 
be doing, all the time, not just at 
Christmas, but the whole year 
round, whether we are Christians 
or not. 

What’s it all about..? by Selina Knight 



opportunities outside by creat-
ing a special sensory garden, 
which will enable the develop-
ment of gardening skills and 
imaginative creativity as well as 
provide a place for quiet mo-
ments. 
   Writtle Agricultural College 
provided the nursery with a con-
tact to the recently established 
BBC Neighbourhood Gardeners 
scheme. The idea behind the 
scheme is for trained amateur 
gardeners to pass on their 
knowledge and skills to people 
in the community. The pupils, 
parents and staff at the nursery 
are proving to have huge enthu-
siasm for this project. The chil-
dren and staff put forward ideas 
for the creation of the garden 
and these were incorporated into 
the Neighbourhood Gardeners’ 
plan. 
   The proprietor of the Aber-
corn Plant and Garden Centre in 
Beehive Lane visited the nurs-
ery to offer advice and later pro-
vided an excellent service re-
garding the ordering and deliv-
ery of materials for the garden. 
   Work began on 19th October, 
and an enthusiastic group of 
Neighbourhood Gardeners, led by 

Jackie Humberstone, parents and staff members, worked hard to 
clear the ground. 

Over several days in varying 
weather conditions, the garden 
has started to take shape. The 
children, who will be taking a 
more active part once the heavy 
groundwork is complete, were 
eager to help us ensure the step-
ping-stones were placed the 
right distance apart. Work will 
be continuing over the next few 
weeks with the major part of 
the planting and willow struc-
ture creations being carried out 
in the spring. 
   Woodcroft Nursery School is 
most grateful to all the garden-
ers who are helping to turn this 
area of unused land into a sen-
sory story garden that will cap-
ture, inspire and engender in 
our young pupils a love of na-
ture, a joy in growth and change 
and a desire to become garden-
ers for life. Thanks to the BBC 
Neighbourhood Gardeners, we 
are working towards a very 
happy ending with our story 
gardening project. 

   If you would like further in-
formation about Woodcroft 
Nursery School, please contact 
us on Tel: 01245 473222. 
   Or for Neighbourhood Gar-
dener, Jackie Humberstone - 
tel. 01245 424200, or e-mail: 

neighbourhoodgardener@writtle.ac.uk 

Woodcroft’s Story Garden 

Woodcroft’s Garden in the early days 

The staff at Little Chums Nursery believe you are never 
too young to start learning about healthy eating, and, 
thanks to their daily Lunch Club, good habits are learnt 
early. 
   The Nursery is based in a large sunny classroom at 
Meadgate School and is open from 9am to 3pm.  Parents 
have the flexibility to choose a full school day or separate 
sessions, all including the Lunch Club if they wish.  Man-
agers, Kim Jenkins and Joanne Ward, say the Lunch club 
is one of their most popular sessions as the children get the 
chance to ‘picnic’ with their friends and staff in a relaxed 
and fun environment.  Parents are encouraged to send in 
child-friendly healthy food in their lunchboxes and the 

children have the opportunity to taste various healthy and 
also multicultural foods at special food-tasting sessions. 
   The Nursery initiative follows the healthy eating policy 
of Meadgate Primary School, which has just been awarded 
the nationally recognised ‘Healthy School Award’.  Mrs 
Linda Hughes, head teacher at Meadgate School, said, 
“We are delighted that the school has been successful in 
gaining the award and that Little Chums Nursery is follow-
ing our high standards.  The Nursery has proved to be a 
real asset to the school and local community, providing 
seamless education for 2 to 11 year olds.” 
   For more information about the Nursery or for a prospec-
tus, telephone the friendly team on 07762 383390. 

Lunch Club at Little Chums Nursery Promotes Healthy Eating 

Zoe, enjoying lunch at Little Chums Nursery 

Baddow Hall Infant School recently held a 
Numeracy Day. Children dressed up in 
‘mathematical’ costume, and a fancy dress 

parade was held, where winners were 
awarded a prize with a numerical theme. A 
timetabled variety of events was held 

throughout the day, which allowed children 
to develop skills through a variety of en-
joyable experiences. Parents were invited 

to come and join in with the fun, 
working with their own child at 
various intervals during the day. 
   Foundation Stage children 
played ‘Numeracy’ games and 
sang number-songs and rhymes. 
In the afternoon they tried out 
their skills at making number-
cakes and experienced the con-
cept of ‘full’ by eating them! 
   Year 1 took part in a ‘Number 
Treasure Hunt’ followed by a 
‘Numeracy Games’ session. In 
the afternoon they developed 
number understanding through 
art, where they used colour mix-
ing and creativity to design some 
very interesting number collage. 
   Year 2 began the day ‘sharing’ 
and soon learned that it is much 

more fun to choose an even number, rather 
than an odd number of sweets, to share 
with a friend! They followed on with a 
symmetrical art session and number games. 
During the afternoon they had the opportu-
nity to carry out number-investigations. A 
valuable experience especially when you 
are allowed to set your own rules and know 
that there is no right or wrong answer! 

A ‘Number’ One For Baddow Hall Infants 

Some of the pupils at Baddow Hall Infants School enjoying the Numeracy Day 

Christmas should be a time of great joy, 
    with presents, good food and beer, 
Stockings for good girls and boys, 
    a time of good cheer. 
  
But think of all the homeless people, 
    sleeping in boxes on the street, 
in the lee of door and steeple 
    cold and wet from head to feet. 
  
Peering into rooms which look so warm, 
    children playing with their toys, 
a huge and lighted tree on the burn, 
    and other Christmas joys. 
  
Doors hung round with sprigs of holly, 
    on a table, nuts and wine, 
A little girl with a new dolly, 
    a boy with a book that’s full of rhyme. 
  
They've got no one to give presents to, 
    No one to give them any, 
No decorated tree like you, 
    No pudding with a penny. 
  
Say a prayer for homeless people, 
    when the snow begins to drift, 
They'll be sleeping in the lee of door and steeple 
    The gift of life their only gift. 
  
The only gift they'll get this year 
    is the gift of life, 
Wishing them a Merry Christmas 
    would be like twisting the knife. 
  
Amber - Aged 12 years. ©2004 

The Gift of Life. 
(Continued from page 1) 

The golden sun that shines upon us, 
Never lose wonder. 

The crispy leaves that dance in the wind, 
Never lose wonder. 

The trees that stand, grand and high, 
Never lose wonder. 

The snow that tumbles to the ground, 
Never lose wonder, 

The earth is wonderful so never lose wonder. 
 

Catherine Beard  (9)  ©2004 

Don’t Lose Wonder 



St Mary’s Church  Rector: Revd Alistair McGregor 
Tel:  01245 471740 
E-mail: amcgregor@care4free.net 
Address: Church Street, Great Baddow 

Services each Sunday   8:00am Holy Communion 
10:00am Morning Worship 
  6:30pm Evening Worship 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Carol Service: Sunday 19th December 
   at 10.00am and 6.30pm 
Crib Service: Friday 24th December at 4.00pm 
Holy Communion: Friday 24th December at 11.00pm 
Christmas Service: Saturday 25th December at 10.00am 

St Mary’s 
Church Office 

Tel:  01245 477501 
E-mail: stmaryschurchoffice@care4free.net 
Opening Hours: 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays: 
   9:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-3:00pm 
Wednesday:  9:30am-12:30pm only 
Also for Weddings and Baptism enquiries:  
Tuesdays   7:00pm-8:00pm 

St Paul’s Church  Vicar:  Revd Tudor Roberts 
Tel:  01245 269026 
E-mail: tudorandtricia@ezekiel124.fsnet.co.uk 
Address: Beehive Lane/Loftin Way, Great Baddow 

Services each Sunday   9:30am Family Praise 
10:30am Morning Worship 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Carols by Candlelight: 
   Sunday 19th December at 5.00pm 
Christmas play: “The Star Who Couldn't Twinkle”: 
   Friday 24th December at 3.00pm 
Holy Communion: Friday 24th December at 11.00pm 
Christmas Service for all the family: 
   Saturday 25th December at 10.30am 

Meadgate Church Vicar:  Revd Mones Farah 
Tel:  01245 471516 
E-mail: monesf@yahoo.com 
Address: Meadgate Shopping Centre 

Services each Sunday 10:30am Morning Worship 
  6:30pm Evening Worship 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
 followed by Refreshments: 
   Sunday 19th December at 6.30pm 
Christmas Eve Midnight Communion: 
   Friday 24th December at 11.30pm 
Christmas Day Family Communion: 
   Saturday 25th December at10.30am 
Boxing Day Service: Sunday 26th December at 10.30am 

United Reformed 
Church 

Minister: David Pennicott 
Tel:  01245 472356/473057 
Address: High Street, Great Baddow 

Services each Sunday 10:45am Morning Worship 
  6:30pm Holy Communion (1st Sunday of each month only) 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Christmas Day Service: 
   Saturday 25th December at 10.30am 

Church of the 
Holy Name 

Minister: Fr Adrian Bell 
Tel:  01245 262877 
Address: Lucas Avenue, Moulsham Lodge 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Penitential Service: Thursday 16th December at  8.00 pm 
Nativity Play and Children's Mass: 
   Friday 24th December at 5.30pm 
Carols and Midnight Mass: 
   Friday 24th December at 11.30pm 
Mass of Christmas Day: 
   Saturday 25th December at 10.30am 
St. Stephens:  Sunday 26th December at 10.30am 

Local Information 
Doctors’ Surgeries 

“The Surgery” Dr Russell and Partners 

Address 16 High St, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 7HQ 

Telephone Numbers Surgery:  01245 473251 / 0870 2851990 
Dispensary:  01245 472449 
Out of Hours:  01245 444478 

Opening Hours Surgery open Monday to Friday:  
   8:00am-6:30pm 
Practice closed: 12:30pm-1:30pm 
Test Results:  After 3:00pm 

Address 115 Baddow Road, Great Baddow, Chelmsford. 

Telephone Numbers Surgery:  01245 351351 
Dispensary:  01245 353530 
Out of Hours: 01245 295000 

(Primary Care Trust, St John’s Hospital) 

Opening Hours Surgery open Monday to Friday:  
                     8.30am-6.30pm all day 

“Sutherland Lodge Surgery”  

Address 27 High Street, Great Baddow, Chelmsford. 

Telephone Number 01245 478032 

Opening Hours Monday: 2.00pm-6.00pm 
Tuesday: 9.00am-5.00pm 
Wednesday: 2.00pm-7.00pm 
Thursday: 9.00am-6.00pm 
Friday: CLOSED 
Saturday: 9.00am-5.00pm 
Sunday: CLOSED  

Great Baddow Library 

Address 32 Maldon Road, Great Baddow, Chelmsford. 

Telephone Number 01245 478886 

Opening Hours Office open Monday to Friday: 9.00am-3.00pm 

R.S.P.C.A. Mid Essex Clinic 

Please Note All Consultations by appointment only. 
Means tested benefit only. 

Coffee Pot 

Opening Hours Wednesday 10.00am—1.00pm 
 Bell Street Hall 
Saturday 10.00am—1.00pm 
 Bell Centre (old library) 

Telephone Number 01245 472673 

LunchBox 

Address St Paul’s Church, Great Baddow 

Opening Hours 1st Monday of each month, 12.30pm—2.00pm 
 For soup, a roll and a chat 

Local Churches 

Other Local Information 



The Luncheon Club has been running in 
Great Baddow for the past 27 years.  Members 
meet at the United Reformed Church in the High 
Street every Tuesday from approximately 12.00 
noon to 1.30 pm where they enjoy a two course 
hot meal for a very reasonable price, which is 
cooked by two teams of volunteer helpers.  Other 
helpers greet members as they arrive and chat to 
them whilst everyone is arriving, and lunch is 
then served, followed by tea or coffee. 

   The membership of the Club stands at 32 at 
present and many of the members live on their 
own and are elderly or disabled.  Volunteer driv-
ers collect those members who are unable to get 
to the Club under their own steam.  
   The Club members thoroughly enjoy their 
weekly trips, not only for the delicious hot 
lunches, but also for the company and chat of 
friends.  There is a lovely, friendly atmosphere 
each week that everyone, members and helpers 
alike, really appreciates. 
   Because one of the helpers is moving from 
Great Baddow, the Club is in need of a volunteer 
to serve lunches.  This could be every Tuesday 
11.30 – 1.30 pm, or alternatively on alternate 
Tuesdays if this would be more convenient, shar-
ing with another helper.  The Club would also 
like one or two extra drivers who could assist us 
in times of holidays, illness, etc.  This means col-
lecting members at around 12.00 noon and re-
turning them home at 1.30 pm 
   If anyone feels they could help with either of 
the above, or would like further information, 
please ring Margaret Gill on 01245 471437. 

Great Baddow Community 
Care Luncheon Club 

On Saturday 4th December 2004, an ‘old’ 
Chelmsford boy visited Gilmore Way, 
Great Baddow to turn on the Christmas 
Lights at number 3. 
   This was the third year that a celebrity 
has visited the home of Peter & Ann Parker 
to turn on their lights. In 2002 we had BBC 
Essex ‘Drivetime’ presenter, Simon Bal-
dock, and then last year we had George 
Cohen of 1966 World Cup fame, with all 
money going to the Essex Air Ambulance. 
   This year, just to ‘better the celebrity’, 
we had Sir Geoff Hurst, still the only man 
to score a hat trick in a World Cup final. 
This was against our ‘old enemies’ West 
Germany when we won 4-2 in extra time. 
   Geoff was living in Chelmsford from a 
young age before attending the Kings Road 
Junior School. He then went to Rainsford 
School, now St. Peters College. “I was at 
Rainsford, myself, at the time,” claims Peter, 
who is an Essex Air Ambulance Special Pro-
jects Volunteer, “and although a year 
younger than Geoff, I actually played in the 
same match as he did – just once! Whilst still 
at school, I bought Geoff’s cricket bat from 
him in 1955 for 15/- (75p), which has been 

signed by Geoff as his old bat, thus valuing it 
at £200 plus!” 
   When Peter and Ann married, they lived 
in Trent Road, Chelmsford, close to where 
Geoff’s parents used to live in Avon Road. 
“I can clearly remember seeing Geoff 
walking past our flat above the shops, 
shortly after winning the World Cup,” Pe-
ter recalls, “and thinking how fantastic that 
moment was for me – seeing the hat trick 
hero walking down the road!” 
   Geoff and Judith married in 1964, the 
same year that Peter and Ann did, and both 
couples have celebrated their 40th anniver-
sary this year. 
   Peter is also a Spurs football fan and an 
autograph fanatic with over 1,000 auto-
graphs, of which over 30 are Geoff’s, 
which is why he eager to have Geoff at 
their ‘switch on’. 
   On the day, Geoff started off at 10 
o’clock at The Royals Shopping Centre in 
Southend, where he signed autographs for 
those requiring them. At 3 o’clock, he 
moved to The Meadows Shopping Centre, 
Chelmsford for another signing session, 
where he finally left at 6. 

   From there Geoff came to Great Baddow 
to ‘switch on’ the lights – all 6,000 plus of 
them. This took place at around half past 
six, and there was a bit of time when Geoff 
was again signing autographs. 
   As far as the Essex Air Ambulance is 
concerned, they were hoping to raise a very 
large sum of money, running into thou-
sands, so there were no free autographs! 
Every signature that Geoff signed benefited 
the Air Ambulance, where the proceeds 
went towards the £90,000 plus per month 

keeping the helicopter flying. 
   Geoff’s old Junior School was in atten-
dance singing carols. It was a good day for 
everyone especially the Essex Air Ambu-
lance. 
   Please come and see the lights in Gil-
more Way over Christmas.  Oh … and 
bring some money with you! 
   There are still some Geoff-signed items 
available, so please go along and buy 
some, or if you wish to reserve any, contact 
Peter Parker on 01245 472094. 

Geoff Hurst’s Big Turn On 
For Essex Air Ambulance 

Meadgate Church Rejoices 
As Ruth Reaches Ninety 

Ruth Knotts was born in 
West Ryton , Co. Durham, 
and leaving school at the 
age of 14, she went into 
domestic service, where 
she stayed until she was 
21.  In 1936 she married 
her first husband who 
worked in the mines, and 
was then in the Army dur-
ing the war years.  He re-
turned to mining after the 
war, but sadly, he died in 
1948 as a result of a road 
accident. 
   During the war years, 
Ruth had a narrow escape 
when a bomb demolished 

the shelter she was in.  
She was buried for over 
an hour, and was only 
rescued when her hand 
was noticed among the 
rubble.  Despite being 
badly injured, she recov-
ered and went on to 
marry a second time in 
1951. 
   After the birth of her 
daughter, Christine, she 
moved to Bridlington 
where she opened a 
boarding house, and re-
mained there for 17 
years.  Her husband died 
in 1969, but Ruth kept 

the boarding house going 
until she moved to Clara 
Vale, Co. Durham.  After 
her daughter married and 
moved south, Ruth de-
cided to join them and 
moved to Moulsham 
Lodge, where she cared 
for her grandson, Benja-
min, whilst Christine 
taught.  The family 
moved to their present 
address in 1985 and Ruth 
joined Meadgate Church, 
where she soon became 
involved in various ac-
tivities – and is still do-
ing so! 

Ruth with her daughter 

Alpha Courses 
 

Exploring the meaning of 
life—a ten session 

introductory course about 
the Christian faith. 

Come and find out more! 
 

Tuesday, starting 11th January at 7.30pm. 
For further details please contact 
Mones Farah on 01245 471516 

 
Thursday, starting 6th January at 8.00pm. 

For further details please contact 
Tudor Roberts on 01245 269026 

 

Alphacourse.org 

The Marriage 
Course 

An eight session course, designed to 
strengthen, enrich and enliven your marriage. 
It is designed for all couples of all ages, and 

hundreds have already completed it. 
In the course, some of the subjects covered 
are: building strong foundations, the art of 

communication, resolving conflict, the power 
of forgiveness, parents and in-laws, good sex, 

and love in action.  
The course costs £60 per couple, which covers 
a candle lit dinner and all the course material, 
and starts on Thursday, 3rd February 2005 at 

7.00pm, at Meadgate Church. 
For more details call 01245 471516 
or see www.meadgatechurch.org.uk 

Peter (left) with Geoff Hurst, having a look at one of the lighting exhibits 



Please send comments and suggestions to: 
Baddow Life, 162A Meadgate Avenue, 

Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 7LJ 
Produced by Great Baddow Team Ministry.  

Printed by Newsquest (Essex) Ltd. 
Deadline for the next issue: 20th February 2005 

If you wish to make any 
comments regarding any 

items printed in this 
publication, or you wish to 

advertise with us, 
please contact the editor at 
the address printed at the 

bottom of this page, or e-mail 
editor@baddowlife.org.uk 

and we will be happy 
to respond. 

If you wish to have a letter 
printed in the paper, 

address it as below, or e-mail 
letters@baddowlife.org.uk. 
Alternatively, please visit us 
at www.baddowlife.org.uk 

Seven year 5 and 6 boys from Meadgate 
Primary School took part in a cross coun-
try event at King Edward’s VI Grammar 
School playing fields on Thursday No-
vember 11th.  The schools involved all 
came from Chelmsford and sixty boys 
took part.  They ran about 900 metres, on 
a course that included two steady inclines, 
and was more taxing than the flat field 

they train on at Meadgate. 
   Special mention must go to Keiran 
Gunn who came 11th and Jonathan May 
who came 14th.  Well done all the boys for 
their achievement. 
   The Meadgate runners were Keiran 
Gunn, Jonathan May, Cameron Stewart, 
Wale Oyelade, Bradley Passfield, Ross 
Mullender, and Sam Smith. 

Meadgate Primary School 
Takes Part In Cross Country 

Heigh Ho, Heigh Ho, Jingle bells etc. etc. 
– it’s that time of year again.  The tills are 
ringing merrily as we spend, spend the 
money we don’t have, but who cares?  It’s 
Christmas, isn’t it?  It’s been a long time 
coming, ever since September in fact, but 
it’s here now so we can relax ??? 
   Above all the excitement of shopping 
and planning, you may just get to catch the 
faint sound of a carol – “Away in a man-

ger” maybe.  But what’s that got to do 
with Christmas? 
   Think back about 2,000 years – picture 
the scene – a cold, starry night, and hud-
dled inside a draughty stable a young 
mother, her husband and a newborn baby 
tucked up in a straw filled manger.  Enter 
three shepherds, kneeling in awe before 
the Child, to be followed by three richly 
robed men bearing gifts for this tiny baby.  

They actually fall upon their knees much 
to the amazement of his mother!  And the 
name of this baby – an angel had appeared 
to Mary his mother with instructions that 
he was to be called “Jesus”, that is Christ 
the Lord; a name that would revolutionise 
history and bring about a whole new way 
of life for millions of people. 
   Christmas started here, so ring out the 
bells and let the celebrations begin. 

   A Happy Christmas 
to you all! 

Once Upon A Time by 
Irene Duke 

Most Saturdays a small group of between 3 
and 5 enthusiasts, cycle in and around 
Chelmsford. They usually start from Great 
Baddow, but occasionally Writtle, and 
cover between 16 miles and 45 miles de-
pending on the state of the tracks they are 
using. The group mainly consists of men, 
generally in their late forties. The routes 
are always chosen so that there is a pub 
available at the mid point for lunch and a 
beer!  
   When I interviewed Mark Underwood 
and Trevor Barrett, they came up with a 
couple of funny stories which included 

people falling off their bikes, and adults 
acting like children at a downhill section in 
Danbury, when speeds of up to 40mph 
were recorded and they then asked to do it 
again! There was a lot of hard work getting 
the bikes back to the top of the hill, but 
they insisted it was worth it! 
   The reasons they do the cycle rides are 
for fun, fellowship, exercise and as a way 
of averting stress and pressure.  
   If you would like to know more or would 
like to join the small band for a cycle ride, 
please contact Mark Underwood (01245 
476000) in the first instance. 

The Saturday Cyclists by Stephen Finch 

Jonathon Evans, Peter Norrington, Roger Saunders and Mark Underwood out for a ride 
in Epping Forest last summer. 

Ed: OK, curiosity prevails:- how come there are four riders and only three bikes? 

Powerhouse arrived at St 
Mary’s Church in September. 
No longer do children go to 
‘Sunday School’ but now go 
to an exciting new group 
called ‘Powerhouse’. Power-
house is a worship-based 
children’s group that aims to 
introduce children to God 
through worship and fun ac-
tivities. A typical morning 
will start with a time of wor-
ship together, before splitting 
into smaller groups for fun, 
games and craft activities.  
   Everything that is done at 
Powerhouse is directly linked 
to the church Bible readings, 
so when Powerhouse ends 
and the children cross over to 
Church for the final part of 
the service, there will be a 
direct link between their ac-
tivities and those of the con-
gregation. Powerhouse also 
has its own morning service 
four times a year called 
‘Powerhouse Praise’, which 
is a service aimed specifi-
cally at children and their 
families. 

No More Sunday School 
   Powerhouse is divided into the following age groups: 

Mini Amps for children aged 0 to 3 
Bright Sparks for children aged 3 to 5 
Live Wires for children aged 5 to 7 
Cool Connections for children aged 7 to 11 

   If you would like to find out more information about 
Powerhouse, St Mary’s Church Office would be happy 
to provide you with more details. They can be contacted 
on: 01245 477501 


