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New housing development in Great 
Baddow is continuing rapidly as homes 
are built on nearly every available plot. 
The latest news is that a development is 
proposed for the council depot site in 
Chelwater, off Baddow Road, together 
with a former garages area next door, 
behind the Meadgate shops.  
   Persimmon Homes is buying the site 
and proposing a “quality housing 
development” of no less than 51 
houses and flats, some of them in 
blocks of up to four storeys high - 
although the Borough Council 
recommendation for the site was 30-
35 homes and a maximum of three 
storeys. A quarter of the homes, in 
the area nearest to the Meadgate 
flats, will be “affordable housing”. 
The development should also help to 
reduce crime in the area. The plans 

may be amended before planning 
permission is granted, but it is almost 
certain that this site will soon be yet 
another housing estate. Most people will 
agree that that is better than it being a 
waste disposal depot. But it is sad that 
among all the new homes in Baddow 
there is no provision for new community 
facilities. 

Baddow Development 
Continues 

Looking for a Nursery School? 

Woodcroft Nursery School 
 Dorset Avenue, Great Baddow, 
 Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 9UB 
   
     Headteacher: Mrs J. Sullivan 
                   Tel: (01245) 473222 

Essex County Council 

by Peter Kirk 

As from the 10th May, Great Baddow 
Councillor Margaret Hutchon will be 
Chelmsford’s new Mayor. 
   Having lived in the village since 1968, Margaret, 
married forty-two years to husband Jim, has seen 
the local area grow, and has been interested in 
politics since the age of sixteen.  Before leaving 
her Edinburgh school, she and a friend, whose 
father was a well-known liberal activist, convinced 
the headmistress to hold mock elections.  “These 
got me really interested,” she explains, “and led me 
to get involved with the Liberals, even though my 
parents were Conservatives.” 
   However, it was not until 1983 that Margaret got 
involved with local politics.  Since then, she has 

been a Borough Councillor representing Rothmans 
Ward – now Great Baddow West. 
   Housing is one of the most exciting things about 
her role.  “If housing is not on top of the list, other 
potential problems that families will face will be 
difficult to solve.”  She believes that good quality 
affordable housing is very important, as there is a 
shortage of homes for people of different needs. 
   “My aim is to raise awareness and understanding 
of the most vulnerable in the Chelmsford borough.  
People can face devastating circumstances 
regardless of background, which affect their lives 
drastically.  We need to raise awareness and 
understanding.” 
   Margaret sees Great Baddow as progressive.  
“There are a lot of people here who are interested 

in their environment and want to see something 
happen to keep and even improve it.”  She sees the 
future in the youngsters in the village, and, looking 
to them, finds one of the most important ways to 
forge ahead is simply to ‘engage the disengaged’. 

BADDOW COUNCILLOR 
IS NEW MAYOR 
OF CHELMSFORD 

View from the old depot site entrance. 



FOCUS ON VOLUNTEERING 
In this issue join us as we start to take a look at the variety of volunteer work within and around our village. 

As you would be aware, 2005 was officially 
‘Year of the Volunteer’, however during the 
year another campaign was created to 
specifically promote volunteering to older 
members of the community, VITA 
(Volunteering in the Third Age). 
   This initiative was launched by the Right 
Hon. Fiona Mactaggart in March  2005 in 
London to celebrate, promote and encourage 
the contribution of older volunteers. Not only 
was the emphasis on congratulating all those 
that currently participate but outlining and 
raising awareness of the loss to communities 
when we do not utilise the skills and abilities 
of people of an older generation. As the 
minister reminded us - ‘Volunteers can 
change the world. Every lost hour of 
volunteering makes a difference’. 
   So, at the beginning of 2006, Volunteer 
Centre Chelmsford are embracing this 
initiative and will again be promoting and 
encouraging volunteering to older people 
during the coming months. VCC Director, 
Alison Semmence commented, “We will 
attempt to encourage older people to value 
their skills enough to want to use them within 
their communities and by raising the profile 
of older volunteers enhance their value to 
voluntary and community organisations.” 
   Recent research shows that in ten years’ 
time, half the UK’s population will be over 
50 - this is the fastest growing and most 
powerful demographic, yet this group 
remains under represented in volunteering 
compared with people in their 30s and 40s. 
However, it also reveals that more than one in 
ten (11%) of people over 65 would like to 
volunteer but are prevented from doing so. 
Among the reasons cited were inability to 
access opportunities on the Internet, mobility 
issues, lack of self-esteem and discrimination. 
Some 22% of those interviewed said age 
discrimination was a key barrier and 48% 
said volunteering opportunities were 

advertised in the wrong places, such as on the 
internet. Around 50% said mobility issues 
were a problem, as was cost (36%), a lack of 
self confidence (34%) and failure to make the 
appropriate approaches to older people 
(49%). Alison continued, “We will continue 
to promote the value and impact of older 
volunteers and hopefully increase their 
numbers by identifying and removing barriers 
across the voluntary/ community sector and 
developing best practice within these 
organisations.” 
   Volunteering by older people benefits both 
the individual and the organisation to which 
they offer their services. For the older person 
voluntary work can: help maintain a sense of 
purpose and self-respect, particularly for 
those who have retired from paid work, 
lessen the isolation felt by those cut off from 
social networks in the workplace and from 
their families, and, have beneficial effects on 
physical and mental health. For the volunteer-
involving agency older volunteers bring: 
maturity, skills and experience - gained from 
both inside and outside the workplace, 
availability – as older people usually have 
more time to spare and are more flexible in 
terms of when they work, loyalty – research 
shows that older people are more likely to be 
content with their voluntary work and to stick 
with it, and, numbers – there has been a steep 
rise in the number of older people as a 
proportion of the population, which offers a 
pool of available volunteers to tap into. 
   Anyone interested in getting involved with 
voluntary/charity organisations and/or finding 
out about local voluntary opportunities can 
contact VCC on (01245) 283606 or via their 
website www.chelmsfordvolunteers.co.uk  
or by email at 
enquiries@chelmsfordvolunteers.co.uk.  
   VCC aims to increase the number of good 
quality volunteering opportunities and enable 
everyone who wishes to volunteer to do so. 

Retired But Not Redundant Hospice Support Group 

“To labour and not to seek for any reward except 
the  knowledge  that  you  do  the  Lord’s  will”. 

   This ethos certainly applies 
at Meadows Shopmobility 
where I am one of a team of 
some 20 volunteers, many of 
whom, like the Manager and 
some of the Trustees, are 
Christians. 
   This voluntary work is 
self rewarding.  The 
scheme provides freedom 
and independence  to those 
with walking or other 
disabilities which would 
make shopping, or even 
visiting the town centre 
difficult. 
   Typical comments left in 
the Visitors Book such as “a 
godsend for independence, 
freedom to shop on my own” 
21.6.05, and “it is a 
lifeline… a fantastic service” 
26.1.06. are all the rewards 
one needs. 
   Many of the 750+ 
members of the scheme as 
users now also serve as 
volunteers either here at 
Shopmobility or in other 
ways around the area, for 
example the picture shows 
the Manager with a member 
of the scheme who also helps 
with the local Hospital 
Radio. 

Roy Davidson. 
Volunteer Bill Rogers with one of the many 
happy customers Allan Hobbs 

Getting about … 

Some twelve years ago I was asked if I would 
join a small group of people to help with 
organising events in the village to raise 
money for the day to day running of Farleigh 
Hospice. 
   I enjoy a challenge, so off I went.  I was 
amazed how much work it involved.  We try to 
arrange an event each month of the year, in and 
around the village, it could be a coffee morning, 
quizzes, flower arranging or luncheon, etc.  We 
also organise the raffle for the Horace Stone 
Big Band evening, held at the Marconi Club in 
Beehive Lane.  These events are advertised 
around Gt. Baddow village. 
   We pride ourselves on our lunches, which 
we have four times a year held in the Parish 
Hall, where seventy to one hundred people 
enjoy a varied ploughman’s lunch, a dessert 
and tea or coffee is also available. 
   It is good to see so many people socialising, 
and at the same time helping a good cause. 
   You may ask why I got involved and what I 
get out of it. 
   Firstly I enjoy meeting and talking to 
people, and that leads onto helping other 

people.  Our events always create a good 
atmosphere, everyone seems to talk to each 
other, they are friendly and like the company 
of others, especially if they live alone. 
   Secondly I enjoy a challenge, and believe 
me – every event is just that. 
   I have been lucky enough to have a tour 
around the new Farleigh Hospice, and what a 
brilliant place it is, it gives you a good feeling 
to think that you have had an opportunity to 
have just a very small part in making this 
happen.   Our little team work so hard, we 
raise approximately £7,000 each year. 
   We are all older in years than we would 
wish, and look forward to some younger 
assistants, with fresh ideas to enable us to 
carry on this good work for years to come. 
   I have never been involved in something 
that you can have the best of both worlds, by 
raising money, and at the same time enjoying 
oneself. 
   My one hope is that more people will come 
forward to help, so that all this good work we 
do to raise money can continue. 

Sheila McKinley 

Heart attacks or arrests, serious illnesses, chest 
pains, difficulty breathing, epileptic fits, asthma 
attacks, diabetic comas, sudden collapses into 
unconsciousness, unusually high blood pressure - 
almost anything that has a sudden onset, apart 
from car accidents or similar trauma - and Peter 
Blackman or any one of his team is called upon as 
a First Responder to deal with such life-threatening 
episodes in the local community of South 
Woodham Ferrers.  There are an average of 225 
calls per annum from Essex Ambulance to which 
First Reponder team members in SWF aim to 
arrive quickly and safely - no blue lights - at the 
venue of the incident, to give the patient the best 
chance possible and to reassure the family, until 
the ambulance arrives, usually within about ten 
minutes.  Since being set up in June 2000, Peter 
knows for certain that his team have saved at least 
two lives - a heart attack and a choking - and his 
sense of 'reward' is that he is going into people's 
homes at a stressful time and 'giving a hand', 
fulfilling his Christian outreach to help the sick. 
   Peter works full time from home as Director of 
the Churches’ Media Council, and as the local co-
ordinator for First Responders he offers more than 
the average of one duty per month of twelve hours.  
First Responders are available around the clock 
working in conjunction with the Essex Ambulance 
Service in order to offer patients early intervention 

that will have a beneficial effect, and reduce their 
tension and anxiety.  His particular team is a 
church based project offering a community 
service, which he fits in alongside voluntary 
marriage guidance counselling and his family.  
First Responders is entirely reliant on volunteers, 
who meet monthly for a couple of hours for 
administrative purposes and ongoing training, and 
there are regular appraisals. 
   What is surprising is that, since this kind of 
project was set up in 1997, there has been no need 
for a volunteer to have had any prior first aid 
knowledge.  However, a day's training to use the 
defibrillator, oxygen and other specific equipment 
associated with the list of problems at the 
beginning of this article, which can easily be 
carried in the boot of a car, is all that is needed - 
and a regular commitment.  Perhaps, too, as Peter 
says, an acceptance that "death is part of life" 
would be an essential common sense 
understanding of a volunteer's role in First 
Responders. 
   At the present time, plans are in hand for a First 
Reponders team of volunteers to be set up 
covering Great Baddow, Galleywood and Stock.  
If you are interested, and want to 'make a 
difference', contact Adam Nelson on 07919 173 
673 or email baddowcfr@googlemail.com. 

Selina Knight 

Giving a Hand at a Stressful Time 

If you are interested in volunteering, look out for the next issue, where we will have more 
articles on voluntary organisations around the Baddow area.  Next Issue: Youth Work 



So many things has taken place in the last few 
months, but one of the things that will stick in 
my mind for a very long time is the racially 
motivated attack in Liverpool that killed a 
wonderful young man. 
   Similar tension that raged like ferocious fire 
across the English Channel in France, focused 
my mind and led me to thinking about the 
increased movement of people in the world 
today. 
   It is very rare that we come across a racially 
homogenous community in the western 
world, there will always be a community of 
mixed race, ethnic and religious backgrounds. 
   Living across the road from people of 
different backgrounds and value systems can 
be so threatening sometimes, especially when 
the differences are so obvious through skin 
colour or outward appearance, the way they 
dress, or behave according to rules and 
regulations dictated by their faith or belief. 
   But are we that different from them, is there 
a need for an us and them mentality in today’s 
world, don’t we all face the same fears and 
hopes? Don’t we all have the same aspirations 
and needs?  
   Very often we will find the nearest to us in 
colour and background to be the furthest 
away from us in outlook and in values, but 
even then aren’t we all vulnerable to the same 
forces and powers that run our world? In 
comparison we may find the furthest from us 
in colour and religion and culture to be the 
nearest to us in outlook and values. 
   Let us not judge others just by the way they 
look and distance ourselves from them, but 
rather we need to be committed to meet each 

and every individual as a 
person of extreme value and 
the highest level of dignity. 
   A friend of mine was 
described as someone who 
would break down all the 
walls of hostility and friction 
between those who belong to 
different culture, race, gender 
and colour. In my experience 
I have discovered that by 
taking on his values, and the 
way he sees every person, my 
world and heart was 
challenged to see every 
person as a potential friend 
and not a potential foe. Seeing 
and doing things the way he 
sees and does them can have a 
lasting transforming impact 
on the welfare and quality of 
life in our communities and 
the world. 

Breaking Down 
The Barriers 

by Mones Farah 

In January and February an international 
team of nine young people visited Great 
Baddow all the way from South America. 
They were students at the Discipleship 
Training School in Argentina, run by the 
international Christian organisation Youth 
with a Mission (YWAM—pronounced Why-
Wam). The team members came from Chile, 
Bolivia, Puerto Rico, Latvia and the USA, as 
well as from Argentina. They spent ten days 
working at St. Paul’s and Meadgate 
churches, helping with youth and children’s 
work. They hosted an International Evening 
at St. Paul’s, and redecorated the youth 

Portacabin at Meadgate. The children of four 
local schools enjoyed the assemblies which 
the team led. 
   The team also staffed a double decker bus 
which was run for three evenings as a youth 
centre in Dorset Avenue. This was a great 
way of keeping the sometimes rowdy young 
people of this estate off the streets and doing 
something worthwhile. The bus was 
provided by the local charity Bar’N’Bus. 
Plans are being made to bring this bus to the 
area regularly. But this depends on funding, 
and on local volunteers, for sadly the team 
from Argentina has had to move on. 

From Argentina to Great Baddow 

The team with Rev Mones Farah and Mark Petitt in the redecorated Portacabin. 

by  
Peter Kirk 

Long ago someone (Napoleon I 
believe) called us a nation of 
shopkeepers – not any more thanks 
to the gradual disappearance of small 
shops.  Nowadays it seems we are 
known as a “nation of gardeners”.  
Our obsession with all things green 
is catered for by gardening 
magazines, T.V. programmes and 
makeovers, radio discussions etc. so 
if you have “green fingers” the 
possibilities are endless.  Of course, 
many people prefer to live in flats 
with no garden or just a balcony 
with a tub or two to look after.  For, 
let’s face it, a large garden can 
become a burden as the years pass – 
unless you can find a “handyman or 
woman” to help out. 
   But, however large or small your 
plot there is a great deal of satisfaction in tending it 
lovingly and watching the results of all your hard 
work unfold.  What better than relaxing on a 
comfortable chair sipping a “cuppa” on a lovely 
summer afternoon? 
   With Spring now upon us we can see the bulbs in 
all their glory bursting from the soil in a rainbow of 
colours, shrubs beginning to wake up and as for the 
grass, well, it’s cutting time again. 
   It’s all about creation  and “new life” isn’t it?  After 
the dark, dreary winter days, we begin to look 
forward to brighter days and with Easter upon us 
what finer example do we have?  The very first 
Easter must have been breathtaking, a time to ponder 
and wonder at the seemingly impossible.  New life in 
the form of Jesus Christ emerging from the darkness 
of the tomb where He had lain since his crucifixion 
three days earlier.  You can just picture the shocked 
faces of His followers seeing once again the Saviour 
they had mourned as gone for ever.  Now, here He 
was, standing before them assuring them that He was 
no ghost!  Now that really is “new life” isn’t it?  So, 
celebrate Easter with a thankful heart – then get the 
mower out and get cracking. 

Rene Duke 

It’s a Blooming MIRACLE! 

© Matthew Curties 

Have you ever spent ages working on 
something only to see all your plans come to 
nothing? You have spent weeks tending a 
plant ready for a show and then it gets eaten 
by some bug. You may have worked on a 
project and had the whole lot on a computer 
that has then crashed. The disciples who had 
lived worked and spent time with Jesus had 
all their hopes pinned on this radical Rabbi 
form the North. Finally, there was hope in 
their lives, and they could foresee there being 
a new Israel, with people healed and maybe, 
just maybe, liberation form the occupying 
Roman Government. The story of Easter is 
how at first it seemed that their hopes were 
dashed. Jesus was crucified and then buried. 
All their hope was gone. And that is what life 
is like for us so often. Today I heard of a 
school that had been robbed, with computers 
stolen and projector systems ripped from their 
places in the classroom. These are the tough 
realities we are sometimes forced to live with, 
and at Easter we can pause and know that 
Jesus knew what it meant to suffer. But three 
days after being buried in a new grave, the 
Bible tells us that God raised him from the 
dead. This news was astounding for all his 
friends even though three times Jesus had told 
them this is what would happen. The first 
witnesses to this truth were women. Women 
were not considered reliable witnesses in the 
Jewish culture of the time, so clearly the 
Gospel writers did not invent these stories.  
That news of Jesus’ resurrection from the 
dead went on to transform a frightened bunch 
of disciples into the makings of the first 
Church. They were people who had seen hope 
dashed, and then hope given back. As Paul 
said in the Bible “hope does not disappoint 
us”. That for me is the key message of Easter. 
Many who read this article will have 
something in their life over the past year that 
has caused them to doubt that there is hope. 
But the story of Easter is that because Jesus 
was dead, and then went on to defeat death, 
we also can have hope. That hope is shown 
wherever people go and put God’s love into 
action. For some that might mean a friend 
who draws alongside them in bereavement 
and just listens. For others it might mean a 
teenager who, having given up on 
schoolwork, finds a friend or a teacher who 
gives him back hope. 
   This Easter drop into one of your local 
churches. You will not find them full of 
perfect people. But hopefully you will find 
people young and older who know something 
of the God of hope. The one who gives them 
a reason to live, and who even has the power 
to transform their lives and their plans. 

A Hope That Does 
Not Disappoint 

by Tudor Roberts 

Every year about this time 
many people put pen to paper 
and enter the “Age Concern 
Essay Competition which has 
been around since the 1950’s.  
Anyone over the age of 60 and 
resident in Essex is eligible and 
is given a choice of titles to 
choose from.  Poems can also 
be included if so wished.  This 
year the titles were: 
♦ Mealtime Memories. 
♦ What a wonderful invention! 
♦ Crime and Punishment. 
   “Mealtime Memories” set me 
thinking of the “old days” 
when families sat around the 
table to eat, and actually talked 
together instead of balancing a 
tray on their laps in front of the 
telly.  And all those home 
made stews and pies!  In pre-

Tesco days, shopping was an 
every day chore of course – we 
had “little shops” then, didn’t 
we?  Oh well!! 
   “ W h a t  a  w o n d e r f u l 
invention” – how did we ever 
exist without freezers, fridges, 
washing machines, Hoovers 
etc?  Anyway we did manage, 
but who would wish to go 
back? 
   “Crime and Punishment” – 
this opens up all kinds of 
thoughts and much debate as to 
the wisdom of cries to “bring 
back the birch” etc.  Anyway, 
let’s not go into that! 
   So, next year, watch out for 
the Age Concern Essay and 
Poetry Competition – there is a 
First Prize of £25 and other 
prizes for runners-up.  And 

each year one copy of every 
entry is lodged with the Essex 
Record Office for the benefit of 

future generations!  Good luck 
and who knows, you may 
become famous! 

SPENCER DOHERTY CARPENTRY 
 

►Door hanging—exterior & interior doors 
►Deadlocks fitted 

►Skirting, architrave 
►Fitting of stair spindles etc. 
►Loft boarding and ladders 

►Timber box sash window maintenance 
►Free estimates 

 
24 years’ experience 
            01245 352899 
Mobile 07941 539274 

It’s All “Write” For Some  by Rene Duke 



Chelmsford 
78 Broomfield Rd 

01245 353978 
 

Ingatestone 
47 High St 

01277 350988 

Great Baddow 
348 Baddow Rd 
01245 268993 

 
Braintree 
6 Clare Rd 

01376 551951 

Bereavement & 
Aftercare 

Support Group: 
0800 0284808 

 

Welcome To Meadgate Church Pictures 
by James 
Millham 

Meadgate Church began in a very 
small way - a Sunday School  with 
two children and four teachers 
meeting in a home on the Meadgate 
estate.  This was like a “grain of 
mustard seed” as it was to be the 
birth of the Meadgate Church we 
know today.   That was on 17th 
November 1963. 
   It is interesting to see how our 
Church developed as it was just over 
a year later  on 19th December, 1964 
that some 20 people attended the first 
Family Service.  Later, on 23rd April, 
1967 the Church reached another 
milestone,  regular Services were 
held in Meadgate School.  This 
opened new doors as soon after this a 
Wives Group and Senior Citizens 
Group was formed.  However, this 
made the members realise that they 
really needed their own building, and 
the search for a suitable site began.  
Eventually the present site was 
located and felt to be ideal as it was 
in the centre of the Meadgate 
community.  There was great 
excitement planning the new Church 
and it was to cost about £18,000 and 
take 30 weeks to build.  The Church 
had been designated one of 
ecumenical experiment by the then 
Bishop of Chelmsford, where 
members of all denominations would 
be welcome to join in the Services.  
The new Church building opened for 
Christian Worship and service in 
June 1972. 
   The then Vicar of St. Mary’s 
Church, the Revd. Jack Kingham 
sent a letter to the Church which said: 
   “Your building will be a great 
landmark in Baddow history and 
even more so in Church history as 
new relationships are forged between 
Christians of different Churches, and 
new steps in Church unity are taken 
which may prove to be a new way 
forward for the country as a whole”. 
   Our Church has seen many changes 
since these early days welcoming 
several different Curates each 
making their mark on the future of 

the Church.  However on 1st March, 
1988 there was to be a big change for 
the Churches in Great Baddow as the 
Parish became a “Team Ministry” 
combining the three Church, St. 
Mary’s and St. Pauls and Meadgate.  
At this time  Meadgate became a 
District Church with its own legally 
constituted District Church Council 
and Church Wardens.  Most 
importantly it was designated its own 
Team Vicar.  Curates only stay in a 
Church for a maximum of three years 
before they move on to take on a 
Parish of their own, but once we 
were able to have a Team Vicar, the 
duration of their work would be a 
minimum of seven years with a 
mutual option of them extending this 
for a further duration. 
   Meadgate Church has gone from 
strength to strength and although in 
1995 we had to say goodbye to the 
Revd. Peter Nicholson who had been 
Vicar for 16 years, in 1997 we 
welcomed the Revd. Mones Farah 
and his wife Sally and  three 
daughters. 
   We had been wanting to extend the 
building for many years as it just 
wouldn’t accommodate the growing 
congregation and in  1999 a huge 
building project was undertaken.  To 
extend our building we needed more 
land, and we were able to include 
some of the Council owned property 
between our building and the Co-op 
Stores, which gave us space not only 
to enlarge the Church, but also have a 
large kitchen and an integral hall 
which was much needed for our 
children’s and youth work.  As a 
matter of interest the cost of this 
project was some ten times the 
amount of the original building! 
   Our history of course continues and 
news of what is planned is always on 
the Information Page.  Our Services are 
held at 10.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m. with a 
Service led by the Youth Band held at 
7 p.m. each Sunday and a welcome is 
given to everyone who comes along to 
all or any of these Services. 

How it all began …  by June Davidson 
To be called a "servant" 
is the greatest accolade 
that Melvyn Sach feels 
he could ever receive, as 
long as the title refers to 
being a servant of Christ.  
At the age of 69, he is 
still busy serving in the 
community, and in 
particular Meadgate 
Church. 
   Born in Springfield of 
parents who were not 
regular churchgoers, 
Melvyn attended Holy 
Trinity Church, in 
Springfield, before 
moving on to All Saints 
nearby.  However, when 
the Springfield Baptist 
Church offered a boys 
club and football, his 
allegiances changed, 
especially when the club 
became mixed gender - 
that made it more 
interesting!  In 1950, at 
the age of 13, Melvyn 
attended a campaign at 
the Baptist Church 
which led to him making 
a commitment to accept 
Jesus into his life, a 
change he has never 
regretted.  He attended 
Bible Class and 
Christian Endeavour and 
assisted in building the 
baptistry at the church 
before being baptised 
himself at the age of 16, 
and becoming a Sunday 
School teacher.  This led 
to him giving his first 
sermon at a youth 
service. 
   Although Melvyn 
frequently considered 
undertaking full time 
ministry, he had no 
financial resources to 
sustain him, and he also 
felt he could not do what 
would be expected of a 
minister - comforting the 
bereaved or visiting the 
sick amongst other 
things.  Following his 
two years National 
Service in the Royal 
Army Medical 
Corps, he  returned 
to his job at 
Marconi's at the age 
of 20.  He met his 
wife, Jean, a nanny 
w o r k i n g  i n 
Chelmsford, who 
attended the Baptist 
Church with him, 
and they married in 
1959 and lived in 
Springfield.  He 
was voted on as a 
Deacon at the 
Baptist Church 
when he was 21, 
and was a regular 
lay preacher. 
   However, having 
moved to Great 
Baddow, and after 
attending a Good 
Friday Service at St. 
Mary's Church, 

Melvyn and Jean met the 
C u r a t e ,  M i c h a e l 
Steadman. At that time 
an idea had been formed 
to set up an ecumenical 
church for the Meadgate 
area for anyone with a 
protestant background, 
and services were being 
held at Meadgate 
Primary School once a 
month, with a weekly 
Sunday School. This 
church became a tailor-
made centre of activity, 
with experimental music, 
the advent of the 
charismatic movement, 
and their own service 
format.  Melvyn and 
Jean felt called to 
become involved in this 
venture, and, encouraged 
by Michael, were 
'released' by the Baptist 
Church to take up a 
'ministry' in Meadgate.  
Meanwhile, Melvyn 
continued to work at 
Marconi's, and after 20 
years in accounts he 
worked in the Sales and 
Contracts department for 
a further 20 years.  The 
stability of regular 
working hours and 
income freed up Melvyn 
to become very involved 
in the establishment of 
Meadgate Church, to be 
on the committee for 33 
years, to preach, and 
have two lovely 
daughters.  He felt that 
his wife gave him great 
support in these 
activities, and was very 
committed to God with 
him. 
   At the age of 56 
Melvyn was made 
redundant by Marconi's, 
so he took up portering 
at the physio and 
occupational therapy 
d e p a r t m e n t  a t 
Broomfield Hospital, 
which involved constant 
contact with the 

A c c i d e n t  a n d 
Emergency Department.  
He worried that he 
would not be able to 
cope with all the blood, 
sick children, deaths of 
patients and mourning 
relatives - things that put 
him off becoming a 
minister - but, to his 
amazement, he believes 
God gave him the skills 
and ability to deal with 
these issues.  So it was 
not surprising that after 
seven years, he then 
retired and went into the 
voluntary sector of the 
hospital, working in the 
chaplaincy and on the 
help desk.  Melvyn 
reflected that he derives 
a great fulfilment in 
these new roles, 
especially as he is no 

longer on the Meadgate 
Church committee. 
   Nowadays, he is still 
preaching, but spending 
more time with his 
family, especially the 
grandchildren. Melvyn 
stated that his faith has 
given his whole life 
meaning, and all his 
activities have been 
geared around it.  This 
does not mean that life 
has been easy - he has 
experienced some 
severe trauma on 
several occasions - but 
he believes that, with 
the Lord alongside him 
and his wife Jean, he 
has not been alone, and 
that he will continue for 
as long as possible to 
be "a servant of the 
Lord". 

It’s An Honour And Privilege…  by Selina Knight 



From the outside it looks like a double 
fronted shop entrance, but once you get 
inside you’ll find amazing facilities. Our 
main hall is where we hold our church 
worship, celebration and gathering every 
Sunday mornings and evenings. We are a 
group of people of all ages, from the very 
young to the quite mature, and as a church 
we aim to provide a place where each and 
everyone of us can meet with God. To 
provide a place where we can experience 
and understand the spiritual part of who we 
are. 
   We have been really fortunate to have 
Mark our Youth Minister who leads a very 
lively youth programme.  You will read 
more about that in our June issue.  
   Almost five years ago we completed a 
refurbishment and enlargement project in 
order to modernise our facilities but also to 
increase our capacity as we were getting 
quite full. Today we find ourselves already 
talking about the need for larger facilities 
again as we are growing in size almost 
weekly. 
   There are about 140 of us that meet 
regularly on the Sunday morning, for a 
modern music style of worship, relevant 
and Bible based teaching and opportunity to 
receive prayer for healing or any need that 
we might have. 
   As a church we believe that the greatest 
achievement that any of us can attain is to 
become like Jesus, the greatest authentic 
human to walk this earth, so our Mission 
Statement reads “Aiming to become like 
Him (Jesus)”. That is why we are 
determined to look at his life, to study his 
teaching, to experience his death, and to 
meet him as the risen living God today. 
That is the reason we exist and that is the 
reason behind all that we do and seek to 
achieve and implement. 
   As a community we are seeking to grow 
deeper in the things of God, finding out his 
purpose for our lives, and so we have a 
strong emphasis on the study of the Bible 
and on the work and impact of the Holy 
Spirit on every life. We also seek to share 
his love with those who surround us, you 
our friends and neighbours by seeking to 
serve the wider community in every way 
that we can, and our desire is that we will be 
able to do more of that. We have groups for 
men, ladies, senior citizens, toddler group, 
children groups for all ages and a café one 
Saturday a month. Our hope for the future is 
that we might continue to grow in quality as 
well as numerically. That we will be able to 
have more specific provision in place to 
meet the needs of those who need 
counselling, parenting groups, marriage 
courses, marriage preparation courses, 
groups for the divorced and bereaved. To 
provide support through advice and 
availability to those who need to navigate 
round the state provision system, and to be 
able to build a store of provisions that will 
enable us to respond immediately and 
practically to those in need. 
   Meadgate is a Church of England Church 
and a member of the Great Baddow Team 
Ministry, which is open and welcoming to 
all; we aim above all to experience God’s 
love and to respond to that by whole 
heartedly loving him and others. 

Meadgate’s Future 

We do often have a problem at Meadgate 
Church, as people just do not know where 
to find us.  We are, indeed, in an unusual 
place for a Church, situated in Meadgate 
Avenue, but as part of the Meadgate Shops.  
If you look between the Co-op Supermarket 
and Anglia Heating you will notice our logo 
“Meadgate Church Centre”.  Please do 
come and find us as we would love to meet 
you. 

So Where Are We? 

Whether you eat them or not, Snaps is the name of the 
housegroup which is run by Toni and Steve Knights at 
their home in Beehive Lane, which they share with the 
cat and their son Oliver, aged one year.  The group has 
between 10-14 regular members, and a few 'hangers on' 
who are usually away at university for most of term 
times, or have moved out of the area and 'just pop in' 
when local.  It caters for the twenty-plus age group, 
some married, some single, some with children, who 
have been meeting after church on Sunday evenings for 
the past year.  Their aim, besides sharing their faith and 
Bible study, is to "be there for one another"! 
   Toni and Steve met at the Baddow High School in the 
sixth form in 1991, and although they went to different 
universities- Steve to Birmingham to study civil 
engineering and management, Toni to Wolverhampton 
to study Social Policy and Sociology - they remained 
committed to each other, and married in 1997, just as 
Toni finished her training. Steve first remembered 
learning about God at Meadgate Church's playschool 
before starting school.  At the age of 14 he felt God 
knocking on the door of his heart, and accepted Him 
into his life, and has remained steadfast in his faith ever 
since.  When he went to university, he joined the 
Christian Union and he established a good base for his 
faith, where 'hot potatoes' issues were heatedly 
discussed, and where he began to lead worship.  Playing 
the guitar was useful both at university, a formative 
time, and when he returned home to attend Meadgate 
Church.  Toni admitted that, when growing up, she went 
through a period of being "off" church, but she became 
a Christian in her late teens.  Whilst at university, she 
attended The Vineyard church in South Birmingham, 
which reflected the Toronto Blessings, and she 
acknowledged that she experienced God and the Holy 
Spirit in a new way, and led a housegroup via the 
Christian Union. 
   When Steve and Toni were first married they helped 
with Fuse, teenagers, for a while at Meadgate Church.  
Then they felt that God wanted them to continue their 
ministry at Meadgate Church, and, when Toni was 8 
months pregnant, they began their housegroup in Great 
Baddow.  They strongly believe that their God-led 
running of the housegroup has given their lives specific 
purpose, which has enabled them to build relationships 
and friendships together in a diverse group.  As Steve 
works full time in strategic planning for the railways, 
Toni finds that she is giving support to their housegroup 
members during the day.  The group has bonded well, 
and often meets socially, as well as spiritually.  Her 
previous employment in the social work field, although 
much enjoyed by Toni, has been replaced by her love 
and care of their son Oliver and service to God.  She 
gains great satisfaction, as does Steve, in watching lives 
turn round for God, and they consider it a privilege to be 
involved in the housegroup.  It has taken on its own 
momentum, Spirit led, and all sorts of 'gifts' are being 
used with such willingness - e.g. instead of exchanging 
presents at Christmas, the group bought a cow for India!  
Their accountability to God and each other, whether the 
neighbour is next door or the other side of the world, is 
important in all their lives. 
   Having come together this past year, Toni and Steve 
view the next period of time as consolidation for the 
group on what they have learnt about God, their 
relationships, and putting the "meat on bones" of their 
faith.  They hope more people will join them, following 
the Alpha or the Forty Days courses, so that they all 
learn why God has put them on this earth.   

Selina Knight 

"Snaps" 
The students at the Theological College 
could not understand why no water was 
coming out of the taps. A plumber was 
called and he quickly found out what the 
problem was. A big toad was completely 
blocking the main water pipe into the 
College. It had entered as a little tadpole and 
had got wedged into the pipe as it grew to 
be a toad. Eventually the toad was removed 
and the supply of fresh water was able to 
flow again. This is a good illustration of 
what happens on a “Freedom in Christ” 
course. Blockages that many people have in 
their lives like unforgiveness, or a problem 
from the past resurfacing, are gently dealt 
with through good teaching. Its pattern is 
very like Alpha with a series of evenings 
when participants go through a book and 
follow live talks, or recorded talks on a 
DVD. It is a course specifically designed to 
help every Christian take hold of the truth of 
who they are in Christ, and to resolve 
spiritual conflicts and move on to maturity. 
   At St Paul’s a dozen people have been 
coming along every Sunday night and really 
enjoy going through the course. Take home 
cards help to remind us what we have 
learnt. The “back to school” approach of 
learning is surprisingly helpful, as we have 
learnt afresh about the truths of who God is 
and how he sees us. So easily we pick up 
messages about our identity based on what 
people have said to us. What this course 
does is simply help us to know in our minds 
what is true and what is untrue. By the time 
this goes to print we will have been on an 
“away day” when as a group we will have 
gone through the “Steps to freedom in 
Christ”. Previous participants from around 
the UK have said how,  “My life has been 
transformed. It truly was like walking from 
darkness back into light again”. And 
another spoke of “Knowing who I am in 
Christ and accepting the truth of God while 
rejecting the lies of the devil has changed 
my life”. 
   My own perspective as a Vicar is how the 
people coming on this course have, 
including myself, been able to grasp basic 
truths that have been taught before but 
somehow I never took on board. Many of 
us are children of the 80’s (or 60’s and 70’s) 
and lifestyles we adopted then still cause 
problems in our Christian lives today. What 
this course does is really help everyone to 
get an “M.O.T.” for their whole walk with 
God. Based on the best selling books by 
Neil Anderson, the course has been fully 
rewritten for a UK audience. In fact they 
have done such a good job that the 
Americans are now asking for the UK 
version! It is simply a tool that has enabled 
many Christians to find new freedom in 
their lives. Please do get in touch if you 
would like to come on our next Freedom in 
Christ course. It might help deal with some 
of the toads in your life! 

Freedom in Christ 
by Tudor Roberts ‘What do you think of “Civil 

Partnerships” and would you 
be willing to bless them in 
church?’  
 
Personally I think Parliament was quite 
right to pass the legislation that it did.  Laws 
have to deal with reality to order society in 
a way that is fair to all.  It is right that those 
who have a committed relationship based 
on mutual respect, integrity and love should 
have some protection under the law.  It is 
wrong that many people whose life-long 
friendship means that they are closer than 
blood relations should not be treated as 
“next-of-kin”. I respect those who are 
prepared to enter into a formal arrangement 
to affirm that relationship and to offer the 
person they care for some protection in the 
changing circumstances of life. 
   However, it is not so easy to give such a 
straightforward answer to the second half 
of the question.  The problem with the 
word “bless” is that it implies approval and 
the equating of civil partnerships with 
marriage.  Because of this I do not think it 
would be appropriate to offer a service of 
blessing in church for a civil partnership.  
Christian teaching on marriage (repeated at 
the beginning of every marriage service in 
church) is that marriage is the union of a 
man and a woman “through which 
husband and wife may know the grace of 
God.”*   It is a unique relationship given as 
part of God’s creation for the wellbeing of 
humankind.  It is still, I believe, “the 
foundation of family life in which children 
are born and nurtured and in which each 
member of the family, in good times and 
bad, may find strength, companionship and 
comfort, and grow to maturity in love.”* 
   However, as a Christian pastor I am glad 
to have the opportunity to pray with 
individuals in all kinds of situations.  There 
have been many occasions when I meet 
with people to pray with them and to lay 
before God their situations and needs and 
to put trust in a loving God for them.  The 
Bible teaches us that “God loved the world 
so much that he gave his only 
son” (John3:16).  Jesus himself says, 
“Come to me all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you 
rest” (Matthew 11:28).  He invites each 
one of us to come to him, to lay before him 
our needs, our situations and our 
relationships. He invites us to receive from 
him healing and wholeness in our lives.  
This is a ministry that is available to all and 
the healing and wholeness that Jesus offers 
is the real blessing that each one of us 
need. 

Revd Alistair McGregor 
(Great Baddow Team Rector) 

 
*from “The Marriage Service” in Common Worship. 

 
Questions to Alistair: please direct to the 

address on the back page, or e-mail: 
askalistair@baddowlife.org.uk 

Ask Alistair 

Theatre at Baddow’s next play will be 

Steel Magnolias Steel Magnolias By Robert HarlingBy Robert Harling 
3rd – 6th May 2006 

 
This is a comedy which is both funny and touching, set in a beauty 
parlour in Louisiana in the deep south of America and follows the 

fortunes of six women, staff and customers, over a period of several 
years. Inevitably they indulge in a great deal of small town gossip 

but we also begin to see and understand their individual characters, 
their strengths, weaknesses and their problems. 

Kingdom Come:  
The Life Of Christ 
Wednesday 12th April, 7.45p.m. for 8.00p.m. 

A one-man play performed by Eric Petrossian. 
Combining all four gospels, one actor brings the 

story to life and plays over 30 different characters.  

Meadgate Church, 162a Meadgate Avenue, 
Great Baddow, Chelmsford CM2 7LJ 

~ £2.50, including refreshments ~  
(Running Time: 1 hour 25 minutes plus an interval)  

For information, contact: Jill - 01245 268228 

STOP PRESS:  Park And Ride To Open 
The Sandon Park and Ride will open on 31st March. The bus service into the 
town will operate every ten minutes from 7 am to 7 pm Monday to Saturday. It 
will be free for the first three weeks, then £1.50 return. 



St Mary’s Church  Rector: Revd Alistair McGregor 
Tel:  01245 471740 
E-mail: amcgregor@care4free.net 
Address: Church Street, Great Baddow 

Services each Sunday   8:00am Holy Communion 
10:00am Morning Worship 
  6:30pm Evening Worship 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Good Friday Service: 14th April 
“At The Foot Of The Cross”: A service of meditation 
    at 2.00pm 
Easter Sunday Services: 16th April: 
“An Early Dawn”  at 7.00am 
Holy Communion  at 8.00am 
Easter Communion: A service for all ages 
    at 10.00am 
Easter Songs of Praise at 6.30pm 

St Mary’s 
Church Office 

Tel:  01245 477501 
E-mail: stmaryschurchoffice@care4free.net 
Opening Hours: 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays: 
   9:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-3:00pm 
Wednesday:  9:30am-12:30pm only 
Also for Wedding and Baptism enquiries:  
Tuesdays   7:00pm-8:00pm 

St Paul’s Church  Vicar:  Revd Tudor Roberts 
Tel:  01245 269026 
E-mail: tudorandtricia@ezekiel124.fsnet.co.uk 
Address: Beehive Lane/Loftin Way, Great Baddow 

Services each Sunday   9:30am Family Praise 
10:30am Morning Worship 

Meadgate Church Vicar:  Revd Mones Farah 
Tel:  01245 471516 
E-mail: monesf@yahoo.com 
Address: Meadgate Shopping Centre 

Services each Sunday 10:30am Morning Worship 
  5:30pm Evening Worship 

United Reformed 
Church 

Minister:  
Tel:  01245 472356/473057 
Address: High Street, Great Baddow 

Services each Sunday 10:45am    Morning Worship 
  6:30pm    Holy Communion (1st Sunday of each month only) 

Church of the 
Holy Name 

Minister: Fr Brian O'Shea 
Tel:  01245 352898 
Address: Lucas Avenue, Moulsham Lodge 

Regular Services   6:00pm  Saturday  Mass 
10:30am  Sunday  Mass 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Palm Sunday Services: 9th April 
Family Praise  at 9.30am 
Morning Praise  at 10.30am 
Good Friday Service: 14th April 
An Hour of the Cross.  A Service of Worship and Meditation 
    at 2.00pm 
Saturday: 15th April 
“Easter Cracked”.  A Children's Activity morning for all 
children up to Primary Year 6 
    from 10.00am—12.15pm 
Easter Sunday Services: 16th April: 
All Age Easter Service with Holy Communion 
    at 10.00am 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Communion Maundy Thursday, 13th April at 8.00pm 
Good Friday Service: 14th April 
    at 12.00am-3.00pm 
In half hour segments Keeping Watch with the Marys and John. 
Easter Sunday Services: 16th April: 
Easter Celebration  at 10.30am 
Celebration Service  at 5.30pm 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Easter Service: 16th April 
    at 10.45am 

Local Information 
Doctors’ Surgeries 

Address Baddow Village Surgery, Longmead Avenue, Great Baddow, 
Chelmsford. CM2 7EZ 

Telephone Numbers Surgery:  01245 473251 / 0870 2851990 
Dispensary:  01245 472449 
Out of Hours:  0845 8501547 

Opening Hours Surgery open Monday to Friday: 8:00am-6:30pm 
Practice closed:   12:30pm-1:30pm 
Test Results:    After 3:00pm 

“Baddow Village Surgery”  

Address 115 Baddow Road, Great Baddow, Chelmsford CM2 7PY 

Telephone Numbers Surgery:  01245 351351 
Dispensary:  01245 353530 
Out of Hours: 01245 295000 

(Primary Care Trust, St John’s Hospital) 

Opening Hours Surgery open Monday to Friday: 8.30am-6.30pm all day 

“Sutherland Lodge Surgery”  

Address 27 High Street, Great Baddow, Chelmsford CM2 7HW 

Telephone No. 01245 478032 

Opening Hours Monday: 2.00pm-6.00pm Friday: CLOSED 
Tuesday: 9.00am-5.00pm Saturday: 9.00am-5.00pm 
Wednesday: 2.00pm-7.00pm Sunday: CLOSED  
Thursday: 9.00am-6.00pm 

Great Baddow Library 

Address 32 Maldon Road, Great Baddow, Chelmsford CM2 7DL 

Telephone Number 01245 478886 

Opening Hours Office open Monday to Friday: 9.00am-3.00pm 

R.S.P.C.A. Mid Essex Clinic 

Please Note All Consultations by appointment only. 
Means tested benefit only. 

Coffee Pot 

Opening Hours Wednesday 10.00am-1.00pm 
 Bell Street Hall 
Saturday 10.00am-1.00pm 
 Bell Centre (old library) 

Telephone Number 01245 472673 

LunchBox 

Address St Paul’s Church, Great Baddow 

Opening Hours 1st Monday of each month, 12.30pm-2.00pm 
 For soup, a roll and a chat 

Local Churches 

Other Local Information 

Alpha Courses 
 

Exploring the meaning of life—a ten session  
introductory course about the Christian faith. 

Is Christianity boring, untrue and irrelevant?  Who is Jesus?  Why did he die?  
And how can I be sure of my faith? 

Come and find out more! 
 

Thursday, starting 4th May at 7.30pm.  
For further details please contact  Mones Farah on 01245 471516 

alpha.org 



The children and staff at 
Baddow Hall Junior School 
enjoyed a time of fun and 
learning during their Healthy 
Lifestyles Curriculum week.  
This was organised by 
teacher Ian Bowyer and 
formed part of the Healthy 
Schools initiative. 
   A variety of activities were 
planned to encourage the 
children to take more 
exercise, including skipping 
workshops, Karate, Yoga-
style exercises, cricket, 
football and circuit training 
organised by Melbourne 
Athletics Club. 
   Healthy eating formed an 
important part of the week.  
Representatives from 
ASDA brought a selection 
of fruit and vegetables for 
the children to see, sample 
and draw.  The week ended 

with a version of Ready 
Steady Cook, with the head 
teacher competing against 
the deputy head teacher to 
prepare a healthy pizza, 
assisted by two children 
each and ably managed by 
professional chef Mr. 
Richard Stratton.  Great fun 
was had by all! 
   Other  aspects of health 
were covered, with sessions 
led by the Essex Drug and 
Alcohol service and the 
Red Cross.  The children 
were also given a talk on 
the harmful effects of 
smoking.  A team of nurses 
came to the school to talk 
about the human body and 
the importance of keeping 
clean. 
   Each class was welcomed 
at Great Baddow library 
where they were met by a 

children’s librarian.  She 
worked with the children to 
help them enjoy all that the 
library has to offer, as well as 
reading a popular story to 
them and providing a range 
of books on the themes of 
healthy food and exercise for 
the children to read. 
   One of the highlights of the 
week was a visit from 
speedway rider, Chris Jones.  
Chris talked about the 
importance of keeping fit 
and healthy and finished by 
performing some spectacular 
‘wheelies’ across the school 
playground! 
   The children were 
encouraged to re-cycle, re-
use and reduce their rubbish 
and as part of this, a member 
of Shoe Friends came to the 
school and worked with 
number of classes to 

decorate  a tee-shirt using 
scraps of material and with 
their favourite environment 
in mind.  This was linked to 
the school’s on-going project 
of collecting and recycling 
old shoes which are then sent 
on to the Third World. 
   There were many other 
activities organised during 
the week – too many to 
mention.  The staff and 
children would like to thank 
the people of Great Baddow 
and beyond, who gave their 
skills and time to make the 
week so successful. 

Meadgate School’s recent 
Science week was a great 
success. The children had 
opportunities to carry out lots 
o f  p r a c t i c a l  S c i en c e 
experiments and explore a 
variety of materials. Some 
classes  were  Science 
detectives and everyone was 
given daily challenges to try 
and solve. Special guest 
visitors included a Chemist, a 
Forensic Scientist and an 
Entomologist. The week 
culminated in the finals of the 
Design a Paper Aeroplane 
Competition. There were two 
categories: an aeroplane to fly 
the furthest or an aeroplane to 

perform aerobatics and there 
was much excitement as the 
heats were held. The winners, 
pictured below, were Taku 
Zindoga, Joshua Guy, Chloe 
Blaney, Andrew Osbourn, 
Aiden Hall, Harry Hazell, 
Joshua Filby, Jamie Hewlett. 
Other activities included a day 
with a Science Consultant who 
gave the children lots of 
Science investigations to carry 
out. These included testing 
different shape parachutes and 
analysing findings.  As a result 
of Science week many 
Meadgate children report they 
plan to be Scientists when they 
get older. 

 
In the last issue I suggested that many of you might 
find that a few moments spent on the internet at odd 
times during the day would help you to find God amongst 
the busyness of everyday life. Here are a three more 
ideas to get you started. 
 
My first choice has to be SHIP OF FOOLS. In their own 
words  ‘Ship of Fools exists to promote Christian unrest 
through humour, journalism, entertainment, discussion 
and community.’ What exactly do they mean by ‘Christian 
unrest’ – well, take a look at the site and you will 
soon get the idea. An entertaining and thought provoking 
site to be found at www.shipoffools.com 
 
Next I took at look at the website produced by the dear 
old CHURCH OF ENGLAND and was quite pleasantly 
surprised! I particularly liked the ‘Invitation to 
Prayer’ pages to be found through clicking the ‘worship’ 
link and also the ‘Stories of Faith’ from the ‘faith’ 
link. Some of it is quite traditionally Anglican which 
may just be your cup of tea, but even if not I recommend 
you take a look at www.cofe.anglican.org. 
 
Lastly there’s ‘Don’t go to Church – go to VURCH’.  
Maybe you once went to church, but, well... Or maybe 
you're intrigued, but you've never managed to get past 
those intimidatingly hefty doors. Well, to the rescue 
comes www.vurch.com the virtual church, a place to say a 
short prayer or find a little wisdom. Why not check it 
out for an alternative way to meet with God? 
 

Ruth Hamborg 

There is a lot of material for Christians on the Internet. Some of it is poor or 
misleading, but there are also many gems to be found. Here Ruth Hamborg 
presents for Baddow Life a selection of recommended sites. 

Christian Web Watch 

The children at Woodcroft Nursery School Great Baddow 
celebrated Chinese New Year in a variety of ways. They 
helped to create a Lion and Dragon mask which they used to 
dance around the garden to Chinese music. They went on a 
Chinese Dragon hunt and ate noodles with chopsticks. They 
also enjoyed a range of traditional Chinese stories and looked 
at and handled Chinese artefacts. 

Maggie Lloyd 

Woodcroft Nursery 
Celebrates Chinese New Year 

The children on their Chinese Dragon Hunt with Fiona 
Lesforis helping and young Benjamin trying to see 
where they were going. 

Meadgate Science Week 
 

Baddow Hall Junior School Enjoy Healthy Living 

Twenty years ago this coming April, the 
Chernobyl disaster happened when a 
nuclear power station in the Ukraine 
suddenly blew up. It sent massive radio-
active pollution of very harmful 
proportions over much of north-west 
Europe. Seventy-five percent of it, 
however, fell on neighbouring Belarus. The 
southern part of the country was 
particularly badly affected, and remains so 
today. The soil and atmosphere are badly 
polluted and, in their hot dry summers, 
radio-active dust can be especially harmful 
to the young. 
   That is why, every year we try to bring 
over a group of  9 – 13 year-olds for a 
month’s recuperative holiday with fresh 
air and clean food. This provides the 
children with the opportunity to improve 
their immune systems so much that they 
return home enabled to resist some of the 
harmful side-effects of radio-activity still 
present in the region where they have to 
live. 

   We are, therefore, looking for host-
families to take two children into their 
home for a fortnight next summer – either 
July 14th to 28th or from July 30th to 
August 11th. Events are arranged on about 
three days each week so that the children 
can do things as a group, and the hosts can 
have a break if they do not want to join in. 
Two interpreters come over with the group 
and are always on hand if there are any 
language problems. Other support is also 
available. 
   The mid-Essex group of the Chernobyl 
Children’s Project meets every other 
month, both to share news about how the 
plans are progressing, and so that we get to 
know each other. We next meet on 
Thursday April 20th at 8pm at Wickham 
Bishops Church extension, and would be 
delighted to see any new enquirers. 
Meanwhile, if you would like to know 
more, please contact Keith on 01245 
472262 or Kate on 01376 501128. 

A Forgotten Tragedy 

  Drop in to  

OASIS  
and enjoy an all day breakfast/cup of tea,  

 with snacks, and a chat. 
Held on Saturday, 8th April, 13th May, 10th June,  

8th July 2006 from 10.00am  - 1.00pm 

at MEADGATE CHURCH 
Everyone very welcome to share good food and fellowship 
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Across: 
  1. Find fault 
  5. Jewish Priest’s garment 
  8. Deviate 
  9. False medication 
10. Alkaline water 
11. Plaster of Paris 
12. Very good (sl.) 
14. Pointed tool 
15. European salamander 
16. Long time 
18. Interconnecting piece 
19. Moisture 
21. Greek letter 
23. As 21 across 
24. Elucidate 
27. Sport of 20 down 
28. Value 
29. Encourager 
 
Down: 
  1. Fourteen legged  
 crustacean 
  2. Father 
  3. Shivering fit 

  4. Insulin overdose reaction 
  5. Large water jugs 
  6. Made holy 
  7. Kind 
13. One who pardons 
14. Being 
16. Precious metal (chem.) 
17. Son of sibling 
20. After a fall 
22. Wet land 
25. Pontiff 
26. Sister of 2 down 

Across: 
  1. Impeach 
  5. Ephod 
  8. Yaw 
  9. Placebo 
10. Lye 
11. Gesso 
12. Def 
14. Awl 
15. Olm 
16. Age 
18. Cog 
19. Dew 

21. Gamma 
23. Psi 
24. Explain 
27. Ski 
28. Worth 
29. Abettor 
Down: 
  1. Isopod 
  2. Papa 
  3. Ague 
  4. Hypogly-
caemia 

  5. Ewers 
  6. Hallowed 
  7. Decent 
13. Forgiver 
14. Am 
16. Ag 
17. Nephew 
20. Winter 
22. Marsh 
25. Pope 
26. Aunt 

Answers: 

CROSSWORD 
1  2  3  4  5  6  7 

      8       

             

9          10   

      11       

12  13  14         

  15      16     

17      18    19  20 

  21  22         

23      24  25  26   

             

    27         

28      29       
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Hanningfield Reservoir is sited about 6 
miles from Great Baddow and makes a 
great place to visit on a Sunday 
afternoon. 
   It offers a beautiful quiet walk (unless you 
come across my family!) in peaceful, scenic 
surroundings. It is also a great place to go 
and feed the ducks and geese who always 
seem ravenous. They are also capable of 
spotting a bread bag at 100 yards and will 
unashamedly pursue whoever is carrying it 
until they are convinced that they have 
consumed every last crumb! 
   The Reservoir was built in the 1950s to 
supply water to the growing population of 
south Essex. When full, it holds 27 billion 
litres of water. Because the reservoir is a 
wonderful haven for nature a nature 

reserve has been established and Essex 
Wildlife Trust operates a visitor centre. 
The lake provides visitors with the 
opportunity to enjoy many leisure 
activities such as bird watching, fishing 
or simply a quiet walk in peaceful, scenic 
surroundings.  
   Hanningfield also has a reputation for 
providing some of the best reservoir trout 
fishing to be found in the United 
Kingdom so if fishing is your thing 
Hanningfield has plenty on offer. 
   The 100-acre mixed woodland reserve 
that surrounds Hanningfield Reservoir is 
managed by Essex Wildlife Trust. It is a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest, 
renowned for its nationally important 
populations of wildfowl, it is amongst the 

top places in Essex to watch both 
woodland and wetland birds. I’m no 
ornithologist and would struggle to tell 
the difference between a sparrow and a 
blue tit but am reliably informed that it is 
the place to go to view freshwater ducks, 
crested and little grebes and winter 
visitors such as geese in one of four bird 
watching hides. 
   The visitor centre, located close to the 
lake, offers a gallery providing superb 
panoramic views and a sales area where you 
can try out the latest optics, or browse 
through field guides, natural history books, 
cards, maps and gifts. Refreshments, seating 
and toilets are also available. It is open from 
9am - 5pm on Tuesday to Sunday. 
   The nature reserve includes a number of 

trails, set in ancient woodland. It 
will be particularly well worth 
visiting as spring approaches to see 
traditional woodland flowers such 
as primroses, celandines and 
bluebells. Trail guides are available 
from the visitor centre or from the 
warden's cabin located close to the 
Hanningfield fishing lodge. 
   Also alongside the fishing lodge 
is the Waters Edge Restaurant Café. 
It serves a wide selection of good 
home made dishes, from all day 
breakfast, sandwiches, light snacks 
through to salad platters, pies and 
grills, with fresh Hanningfield trout 
available. It’s a great place to pop 
in for refreshments after a wander 
round some of the reserve’s nature 
trails.  
   The visitor centre can be found in 
Hawkswood Road Downham Essex 
CM11 1WT. Whether your interests 
are in ornithology, angling or simply 
a lazy afternoon stroll, Hanningfield 
is a great place to spend an hour or 
two on a Sunday afternoon. 

A Walk By Hanningfield Reservoir By 
Paul Bedwell 

The ducks and geese enjoying a walk of their own on the banks of the reservoir 


