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Baddow Life 

There is some hope now for improved air 
quality in the Army and Navy area. Chelms-
ford Borough Council has issued a draft Air 
Quality Action Plan and carried out a public 
consultation about it. 
   As we reported in Issue 13, Autumn 2006, this area, including 
much of Baddow Road, is officially an Air Quality Manage-
ment Area. The high levels there of nitrogen dioxide and small 
particles were considered a potential health threat. 
   According to the new Action Plan, there is now an issue only 
with nitrogen dioxide. In the most polluted place, just where 
Baddow Road meets the roundabout, the annual mean amount 
of this gas is about 10% above the recommended safe level. 
The prediction is that this will drop below the target level by 
2010 even if no action is taken, because newer cars and buses 
are less polluting. But it is not clear if this prediction includes 
the impact of 450 new homes in and around Baddow Road and 
Beehive Lane and of major developments in Parkway and 
Chelmer Waterside. Of course, taking no action will do nothing 
to ease congestion problems even if the air does improve. 
   So the Borough Council is considering a number of measures 
which may improve the situation. Some appear uncontroversial. 
Work is imminent on providing an extra lane and a split pedes-
trian crossing in Van Diemans Road. A left filter lane from 
Parkway to Chelmer Road is being recommended. The pro-
posal for a bus-only access road from Meadgate Avenue to 
Baddow bypass has been dropped as impractical. 
   Some more controversial measures are being considered. One 
of these is to close Baddow Road near the Army and Navy, 
except to buses and local residents. The problem with this is 

that it forces most cars to use a much longer route via the al-
ready congested bypass. A more practical proposed measure is 
to re-route some buses. 
   Also being considered are changes to the Army and Navy 
junction. In the long term a two-way flyover might be built, but 
this might turn out to be too expensive. Meanwhile the opera-
tion of the existing flyover might be changed so that it is always 
one-way either into or out of the town. Calls have been made 
for the traffic lights at the roundabout to be brought back into 
use, to ensure a fairer share and safer access to this key junction. 
In the long term the Chelmer Road viaduct needs to be rebuilt, 
and the new road may be realigned to meet Baddow bypass at a 
new junction separate from the existing roundabout. 
   In many respects the best way to reduce congestion and 
pollution is to encourage people to walk or cycle into the 
town, by making this safe and attractive. Separately work 
is in progress on designing cycle routes. 
   Minor improvements of the 
kind which are being proposed 
should help to alleviate the worst 
of the traffic and air quality prob-
lems. The major works which 
would be needed to solve the 
problem properly are prohibi-
tively expensive and environ-
mentally damaging. But it seems 
that Baddow residents will for 
the foreseeable future have to 
live with a congested Army and 
Navy junction and air quality 
only just within safe limits. 

Air Quality Action 
For Army & Navy? 

by  
Peter 
Kirk 

As we all rush about, 
preparing for bank 
h o l i d a y  o u t i n g s , 
wondering why Easter 
falls outside the school 
holidays this year, 
perhaps sending cards 
or making/receiving 
family visits… Do we 
really stop to think what 
Easter is all about? How 
can a man, treated with 
inhumane cruelty - 
literally nailed to a cross 
and left to hang until his 
life drained away - 2000 
years ago, impact on my 
life today? 
   Perhaps the answer, 
for some of us, is simple: 
He can’t! 
   And yet… (Continued on 

page 3) 

Easter 
Thoughts 

by Jon Sermon  

Looking for a Nursery School? 

Woodcroft Nursery School 
 Dorset Avenue, Great Baddow, 
 Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 9UB 
   
     Headteacher: Helen Roberts 

   Tel: (01245) 473222 

Essex County Council 

The Gambia 

A year has passed since I said farewell to Great Baddow and 
moved to Banjul, capital of The Gambia in West Africa. I work 
here as an Educational Advisor in the Gambian Government 
Ministry of Education. This is interesting, in-formative and 

humbling. The cir-
cumstances here are 
difficult, frustrating and 
sometimes upsetting. I 
would like to write a 
little about education in 
The Gambia, 
and perhaps 
the easiest 
way to begin 
will be to 
describe a 
boy called 
Lamin, who 
is ten years 
old. 

Words and Photos 
by Justin Walker 

(Continued on  
page 7) 

 
SPENCER DOHERTY CARPENTRY 

 
 

•   Door hanging—Exterior and interior 
•   Doors brushing carpets cut 

•   Deadlocks fitted 
•   Stair handrails and spindles 

•   Loft insulation, boarding and ladders 
•   Garden gates fitted 

•   Free written estimates 
•   25 Years Experience 

 
 

01245 352899 or 07941 539274 

 

Tracy Torn 
BSc(Hons) ALCM 

 

Piano Tutor 
 

1 Allens Close 
Boreham 

Chelmsford 
Essex CM3 3DR 

 
Telephone: 01245 461831 

Photo by Peter Kirk 



Deafblind UK 
Deafblind UK is a national charity offering specialist services 
and human support to Deafblind people and those who have 
progressive sight and hearing loss acquired throughout their 
lives. Our aim is to enable people living with this unique 
disability to maintain their independence, quality of life, and 
reduce the isolation that Deafblindness creates. 
   We achieve this through campaigning, education and the 
provision of practical and emotional support via independent 
living teams, personal communicator guiding and 
interpreting services, rehabilitation support, adaptive 
equipment to assist with daily living, a volunteer befriending 
service and a free telephone Helpline providing information, 
advocacy and guidance.  
   Further information about Deafblind UK is available on our 
website: http://www.deafblind.org.uk 

The Worldwide Church of God meets in the United Reformed 
Church in Great Baddow, using the hall for our Saturday 
worship and are grateful to the URC for our welcome, 
on a day unusual for Christians to assemble. 
   We are a fairly recent denomination founded by 
Herbert Armstrong, who became the first pastor (West 
Coast of America) back in 1934. The British branch 
was set up in London in the middle 1950s. 
   You may be familiar with such terms as ‘Plain Truth’ 
magazine and ‘The World Tomorrow’ programme 
once on radio: especially the so-called ‘Pirate’ offshore 
radio stations here in the UK in the 1960s. 
   We started out as a Sabbath (Saturday) keeping 
Church, and also observed many of the Old Testament laws 
concerning Holy Days and diets. 
   We considered many of those Old Covenant requirements 
were incumbent upon Christians today, and that the Old 
Testament Saturday was the correct day to worship. It was after 
all, the day that Jesus Christ observed at His first coming. 
   Growth for a number of decades was spectacular with 
hundreds of Congregations being set up around the world, hence 
‘The Worldwide Church of God’. 
   Despite our flavour of Old Testament thinking and observance, 
we were absolutely centered on Jesus Christ and particularly His 
message in Matthew 24.14 that: ‘This Gospel will go into all the 
world as a witness, and then the End shall come’ – the Olivet 
Prophecy. 
   Thirteen years ago in December 1994, Headquarters in 
Pasadena California came to the decision that there were certain 
doctrinal difficulties in fundamental areas of teaching. 
   The Church changed dramatically in major areas over the next 
decade, accepting other Christians and attaining membership of 
the Evangelical Alliance here in the UK. 

   The Worldwide Church of God has always been intent on 
Bible Study, and has always sincerely sought the agreement and 

understanding of the membership, which at one time 
numbered about 150,000 worldwide. 
   The membership is encouraged to prove the 
teachings for themselves, hence a Biblically literate 
Church, albeit with incomplete and sometimes wrong 
conclusions in the past concerning basic doctrines, 
regarding such areas as the nature of God and the 
Covenants. 
   It has been noted in many parts of the Christian world 
that such a change in a denomination that the 
Worldwide Church of God made is almost 

unprecedented. 
   Here are two comments amongst many: 
   Dr. James Kennedy, senior minister of Coral Ridge 
Presbyterian Church in Florida: 
   ‘This is the most astonishing change that I have ever seen or 
heard of in any religious group, for which I, for one, praise 
God.’ 
   Richard Mouw, the president of Fuller Theological Seminary: 
   ‘I have met with the leadership of the Church, and 
without reservation consider them brothers in Christ. I am 
profoundly moved by their testimonies for what God has 
done for them personally and in the movement. These 
people have led the most courageous, inspiring and Christ 
centered movement into Biblical Christianity that I have 
ever seen’. 
   The Worldwide Church of God, although humbled in 
membership through ‘the changes’, is still worldwide and the 
group that meets in Great Baddow is privileged to be a part of 
the wider Christian community in this relationship and way of 
life to which we have all been called as Christians. 

Introducing the Worldwide Church of God, Great Baddow Alpha Course 
Exploring the meaning of life— 

a ten session introductory course 
about  

the Christian faith. 
Is Christianity boring, untrue and irrelevant?   

Who is Jesus?  Why did he die?  
And how can I be sure of my faith? 
Come and find out 

more! 
Thursday, starting 10th April at 7.30pm.  

For further details please contact   
Mones Farah on 01245 471516 

alpha.org 

Regular readers of Baddow 
Life will be well aware of its 
Christian origins, as it seeks 
to express a Christian 
viewpoint on issues that 
affect us all as well as 
bringing us local news. So in 
the context of a newspaper it 
is perhaps particularly 
appropriate to consider the 
issue of free speech. 
   We are very fortunate to 
live in a country where 
speech is still free, where 
there are very few limits on 
our right to express our 
thoughts in whatever way we 
like. But such freedoms need 
eternal vigilance to be 
maintained and I thought it 
might be worthwhile (at the 
editor’s invitation) exploring 
some of the pressures that 
could threaten our freedom of 
speech. 
   One such pressure is our 
tendency to label people too 
readily. This happens when 
we give the same descriptive 
label to a group of people 
who share some common 
characteristics. The problem 
with this is that the individual 
members of each group are in 
great danger of losing their 
individuality. Also there is a 
danger that the truth in 

particular situations can 
become hidden or obscured 
by the use of labels. 
   For example, within the 
Church of England people 
very often refer to various 
different groups such as 
‘Evangelicals’, 
‘Charismatics’, ‘Liberals’ or 
‘Anglo-Catholics’; and there 
may be other labels that I am 
not aware of.  But within each 
group is a collection of 
individuals who do not 
necessarily agree on every 
point of Christian doctrine in 
the way that the label might 
suggest. To give them the 
same label lessens their 
individuality. 
   Another danger of labels is 
that to the world at large they 
create a perception of 
division between the different 
groups. These divisions may 
well be more apparent than 
real but in the eyes of those 
outside any particular 
institution such divisions may 
seem to be very real and in 
the case of the Church can do 
very great harm to its witness 
and mission. So often when 
one talks to Christians 
apparently belonging to 
different groups within the 
church one does find a large 

measure of agreement over 
many issues and certainly a 
common desire to serve Jesus 
our Lord. 
   More importantly God 
himself does not recognise 
our labels; he only recognises 
individuals. As John says in 
his gospel ‘He (that is, Jesus) 
calls his own sheep by 
name’ (John10:3). 
   Another pressure on our 
freedom of speech is the very 
understandable desire to 
avoid offending people 
through what we say and it is 
here that we have to think 
seriously about our 
responsibilities in society 
over what we say as well as 
our rights to free speech. 
Thus I am sure none of us 
would ever want to shout 
mindless abuse at anyone 
because of their colour or 
religion, or for any other 
reason. But there is a place 
for reasoned argument over 
current issues which may 
affect us all. The recent 
speech by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr. Rowan 
Williams, over the possible 
role of sharia law in Great 
Britain is a classic example of 
reasoned argument which has 
clearly caused offence, and 

the outbursts from so many 
people in the media and 
elsewhere may indicate, 
sadly, their inability to take 
part in proper discussion. One 
does not have to agree with 
the Archbishop to 
nevertheless respect his right 
to say what he did. 
   Similarly it may be that 
some people have been 
offended by Richard 
Dawkins’ latest book ‘The 
God delusion’ in which he 
argues against the existence 
of God. Whatever our 
feelings about this book, we 
have to respect his right to 
produce such a work and it is 
up to us Christians to show 
others where he is wrong and 
to point them to Jesus and to 
the reality of the Christian 
faith. As a Christian I wonder 
whether if we as Christians 
had been more energetic in 
promoting our faith whether 
such people as Richard 
Dawkins would have become 
Christians instead of being so 
antagonistic to the Christian 
faith. 
   One further issue which 
illustrates the danger of 
offending people is our 
relationship as Christians 
with Islam. We need to 

remember Paul’s comment 
about the ‘offence of the 
cross’ in Galatians 5:11 and 
this, combined with the 
extreme reaction often 
provoked by any criticism of 
Islam, can make it very 
difficult to talk to Muslims 
about the Christian faith 
without causing offence. 
Maybe we need to remember 
also the dangers of labelling 
and so pray that God will 
enable us to get to know 
Muslims as individuals and as 
friends, so that in time we can 
talk honestly with them about 
the reality of our faith without 
causing unnecessary offence. 
   I do hope these (slightly!) 
random thoughts will be 
helpful to you the reader. I 
should end by emphasising 
that they really are only one 
person’s perspective. I, too, 
am an individual! 

John Kingham 

Free speech, ‘labelling’ and giving offence – one Christian’s perspective 

Spring 
Festival 

At 
St Mary’s 
Church,  

Great Baddow 
On 

Saturday, May 3rd, 2008 
10.00am–4.00pm 

Displays in the church 
Cream teas; stalls; music 
All are welcome 



My trauma started 
one warm sunny day 
in July 1986 during 
a visit to Frinton 
when a map 
belonging to my 
friend blew away 
carried by a gentle 
breeze; I ran after it.  
I must have brought 
my feet down hard 
on my heels for me 
to hear a sickening 
crack, felt an 
agonising pain as 
my legs collapsed 
from under me and I 
fell to the ground. 
   I attended hospital, 
my legs were 
strapped and I left 
on crutches.  I had 
pulled both calf 
muscles.  Later it 
was discovered both 
foot arches had 
fallen increasing the 
pain I already had.  
Arch supports and 
physiotherapy were 
part of my treatment.  
However, it didn’t 
help my disability - 
but the power of 

prayer did… 
   I did manage to 
return to work after 
some delay, still in 
pain.  My pain didn’t 
stop there; after a 
long illness my 
father died in 1992.  
I was then made 
redundant in the 
same year after 
serving 24 years 
with the company. 
   I practically 
became a recluse, 
depending on local 
shops, and lost 
confidence to 
venture outside the 
area where I lived 
unless I was 
accompanied.  The 
only outlet was, and 
is, my church in 
Meadgate.  My 
church family who 
were, and are, a 
great comfort to me, 
were always there 
for me, saying 
prayers for God’s 
healing. 
   It wasn’t until 
1999 that I was 

diagnosed as having 
rheumatoid arthritis.  
My heart sank 
because I knew there 
wasn’t a cure.  In 
fact when my legs 
collapsed in 1986 
this was the start of 
my complaint.  This 
was so hard for me 
to accept, being 
always an active 
person.  It was also 
hard to depend on 
others’ help getting 
shopping etc. when I 
used to be the one 
others depended on. 
   I cried out to God 
when pain became 
unbearable “Lord, 
please clean my 
blood of this 
rheumatoid factor,” - 
the factor being the 
inflammation that 
causes pain 
combined with 
extreme heats, 
constantly feeling 
weak and unwell.  
Those who are 
suffering from this 
illness will know 

these symptoms only 
too well. 
   When I attended 
hospital in April 
2007 I was informed 
the rheumatoid 
factor had dropped 
to 85% from 100%.  
Even the doctor 
couldn’t understand 
this drop in 
percentage, but I 
did; I knew Father 
God had heard all 
the prayers that had 
been, and still are 
being said.  The 
healing that was, and 
is, administered in 
Meadgate Church 
(Sunday morning 
services), God was 
acting from this 
ministry.  In God’s 
own way, in his own 
time, his power was 
working within me 
giving me healing. 
   Months passed by, 
my health started to 
improve, and the 
pains I had endured 
for so many years 
were decreasing. 
   In January 2008 I 
once again attended 
hospital for the 
results of more blood 

tests, to be told I was 
being discharged.  
My blood was clean 
of the rheumatoid 
factor; all other 
blood tests proved 
negative.  I couldn’t 
get home fast 
enough to call some 
of my church family, 
friends and 
neighbours to tell 
them the good news.  
However, I am not 
out of the woods yet.  
Damage has been 
done from the 
rheumatoid, leaving 
me with arthritic 
toes, causing 
deformation and 
some discomfort.  
Apart from three 
operations to my feet 
in two years, more 
could be pending in 
April 2008. 
   My outlook is 
positive.  How can it 
not be, when I have 
a beloved Father 
who guides me, 
loves me, who only 
wants the best for 
me (as he does for 
all of us) so how can 
I possibly lose. 

June Waskett 

Healed By Prayer 

   Why would anyone willingly 
subject themselves to this. The cross, 
symbol of Christianity, is so familiar 
that it may have lost its power to 
shock us. We use it for jewellery, 
perhaps unaware of its significance – 
how would you respond if you saw 
someone wearing gallows or electric 
chair earrings?  
   The thing is, Jesus’ death was 
different from the death of other 
historical figures. Not only in how 
unjust and undeserved it was (his 
trial was a farce even by the legal 
standards of the day). It also had an 
element of choice! 
   Why would anyone choose this? 
Surely, no-one in their right mind? 
The evidence is that Jesus was very 
much in his right mind, and that he 
was far from wanting to go through 
with what was ahead of him. You 
can read the accounts of his agony in 
the garden of Gethsemane (in the 
Bible at Mark 14: 32-42 and also in 
Matthew and Luke). He prayed to be 
spared. If there was another way, if 
this had not been necessary, he 
wouldn’t have done it. 
   So why? 
   The clear message of the Bible, 
backed up by the spiritual experience 
of countless millions right through 

from then until today, is that 
humanity has messed up, got it 
wrong, and spoiled how things were 
meant to be. Jesus’ death on the 
cross was literally God’s rescue 
mission for humanity! It marks the 
beginning of putting right all that has 
gone wrong; all the things we’re not 
proud of.  
   What was happening on the cross? 
The Bible tells us that, “God was 
reconciling the world (that is the 
people) to himself in Christ” (2 
Corinthians 5:19). Jesus, who was 
God come among us in human form, 
would not abandon us in our own 
messed-up state. His love for us, his 
wanting to do all we need, to rescue 
us, was more powerful even than his 
reluctance to suffer like he did! 
   And if you doubt that Jesus had a 
choice, consider this: At his trial, 
illegal and rigged as it was, his 
enemies could not secure the 
conviction they wanted. Finally their 
leader, a man called Caiaphas, asked 
Jesus to say if he was the Christ, the 
son of God. This was because the 
charge was ‘blasphemy’. Because 
they did not believe him to be God, if 
he claimed it, he would convict 
himself. Had Jesus chosen simply to 
reply: “No, I’m not claiming 

anything of the kind” the trial would 
have collapsed and he would have 
escaped. And there can be no doubt 
he knew this!  
   But he chose to go through with it, 
unselfishly, because of his love for 
us. 
   And why would it make any 
difference? Simply because our own 
mess spoils the relationship with 
God we were created for. This was 
necessary to put things right. Did you 
know that, as a result, we can 
literally get to know God on a 
personal level? We can be fully and 
freely forgiven (in God’s sight, even 
if we still face legal consequences, 
should we have broken the law). 
And we can experience a quality of 
life beyond our imaginings – through 
a developing personal relationship 
with God. It’s for this life and 
beyond! All we need to do is to 
respond in faith, accepting what 
Jesus has done for us and giving our 
lives back to him. 
   Of course, Easter isn’t only about 
the death of Jesus, but is about the 
fact that on the third day God raised 
him to life again! 
   This sounds an astonishing claim. 
There isn’t space in this article to go 
into detail, but actually, the historical 
evidence for this mind-blowing 
event is very strong. The empty tomb 
was a reality. Those who wanted to 
stamp out Christianity would soon 
have produced their evidence 
otherwise. And why does that 
matter? Jesus shows the extent of 
God’s love for all humanity by 
willingly suffering that appalling 
torturous death for us. The fact that 
he didn’t stay dead proves it is 
effective!  
   You might ask how do I know 
Jesus is alive today? Praying is more 
than just talking to God, but hearing 
from him too. Not many people hear 
God’s voice out loud (I haven’t yet), 
but our spiritual experience of 
hearing him is real. I know Jesus is 
alive because I chat with him every 
day – and he certainly plays his part 
in the conversation. 
   Happy Easter and may you 
experience more of God’s reality, 
through the risen Lord who died for 
each one of you, Jesus Christ 
himself. 

Easter Thoughts continued from page 1 

Easter Sunday this year is unusually 
early, 23rd March. This causes 
difficulties especially for schools, 
and in fact this year Essex children 
will be back at school for four days 
after Easter and before their main 
Spring holiday. At least it may 
mean that this year there are 
daffodils still in bloom to decorate 
our churches. 
   In fact Easter has not been this 
early since 1913. The earliest 
possible date is 22nd March, but the 
last time it was on that day was in 
1818. These dates are determined 
by complex calculations which go 
back to the 6th century: Easter is 
the Sunday after the first full moon 
on or after 21st March, supposed to 
be the day of the spring equinox. 
This year the moon is full exactly 
on 21st March, and so Easter is on 
the following Sunday. 
   There have been many proposals 
to fix the date of Easter, which 
would certainly make things easier 
for schools. Parliament passed the 
Easter Act of 1928 to do just this, 
but it was never implemented. The 
Roman Catholic church has 
accepted in principle a fixed date if 
a consensus could be reached 
among churches, and the Church of 
England position seems similar. But 
at the moment no such consensus is 
likely. 
   One reason for this is because a 
fixed Easter would break the link 
with the Jewish feast of Passover or 
Pesach. The original events of the 
Easter season, the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, took place at 

this festival season. Passover is a 
celebration of the night when the 
Israelites fled from slavery in 
Egypt, which for obvious reasons 
was at full moon. Easter is similarly 
a celebration of how Jesus 
delivered us from slavery to sin and 
death, and it is important for some 
that the link with Passover is 
retained. 
   As the ancient Israelites used a 
lunar calendar, and modern Jews 
still do for religious purposes, 
Passover was always celebrated at 
full moon, the 14th day of the first 
lunar month Nisan. The Christian 
feast day is supposed to be on the 
nearest Sunday to this date. But in 
fact over the centuries the 
calculations have diverged, and so 
in some years, including this one, 
Passover is a whole month later 
than Easter. 
   Eastern Orthodox churches also 
often, including this year, celebrate 
Easter about a month later than 
western churches. This is mainly 
because they calculate the dates 
according to the old Julian calendar 
which is 13 days behind our 
Gregorian calendar. 
   This Easter, watch out for the full 
moon and remember how its light 
helped ancient slaves to escape 
from Egypt. Then remember that, 
as the psalmist wrote, God’s word 
to us in the Bible is “a lamp to my 
feet and a light for my path”. By 
this light we can follow the way 
which Jesus Christ has opened up, 
to escape from anything that 
enslaves us and find true freedom. 

Why is Easter So Early by Peter Kirk 



Marriage: The Big Question 
Most people begin to think about the big questions in life at around the times that major events 
occur.  However, no more so than at a birth, a marriage or when there’s a death in the family. 

Have you ever played 
the party game called 
‘Consequences’? 
   Who met who; what he 
said; what she said; where 
they went; and what the 
consequences were!! 
   Well, this article is a bit 
like consequences: 
   Philip met Grace in 
Bristol at a coffee evening 
when they were both 
studying at Theological 
College to do overseas 
Missionary work. Grace 
had been a teacher and 
Philip was a draughtsman. 
Mutual friends had 
arranged for Philip and 
Grace to join them at their 
table. What he said to her 
- not much! What she said 
to him - ditto! 
   Later that year both 
were engaged in missions 
arranged by their two 
colleges: a bit more was 
said by both. Where did 
they go? - Philip was then 
posted to Kenya (where 
Grace had hoped to go). 
Philip then spent a year 
studying at the 
Missionary School of 
Medicine in London. 
Grace, having been 
rejected for overseas 
work, went as a Parish 
Worker to the Old Kent 
Road, also in London 
   When Grace waved 

Philip off to Kenya, she 
thought, that was it! 
   However, Her 
Majesty’s Mail Service 
came into its own as far as 
these two were concerned 
because letters began to 
fly between remote West 
Pokot in Kenya and 
Asylum Road in 
Peckham. Mail from 
Philip was often delayed. 
His mailbag had to be 
carried by a runner for 
twenty miles and then by 
a lorry and when it 
arrived, eventually after 
several days, it would 
arrive at Nairobi Airport. 
Likewise, letters from 
Grace would do the same 
in reverse. Thus, quite 
often letters took several 
weeks before arriving at 
their destinations! 
   One very special letter 
did arrive at Asylum 
Road one day, in April 
1954 asking, just what? It 
was a letter asking Grace 
to become the wife of a 
pioneer missionary! The 
way was blocked, 
however, because the 
missionary society to 
which Philip belonged did 
not think Grace was fit 
enough to go abroad. 
   However, eighteen 
months later, Grace found 
herself on a plane heading 

for Kenya, not to join 
Philip, but to teach in a 
school near Nairobi, some 
three to four hundred 
miles from him. 
However, another two 
years and Grace was 
finally accepted by the 
same mission as Philip, 
and they were told that 
they could marry in 1958. 
And so they chose the 
first Saturday - just in 
case the mission might 
change its mind!! 
   They were wed in the 
small Church of St 
Mary’s in Kabete. The 
service was conducted by 
Bishop Leonard Beecher 
of Mombasa - in those 
days the whole of Kenya 
was just one diocese. 
Grace made her dress of 
satin brocade. A shop-
bought wedding dress 
would have cost at least 
fifty pounds, difficult 
when the monthly 
allowance was about three 
hundred shillings. The 
dress she made cost just 
under five pounds and 
likewise the two 
bridesmaids’ dresses 
   Philip was not so 
fortunate. Being rather 
tall, he couldn’t make his 
own suit and he didn’t 
think that safari shirt and 
shorts would be quite 
acceptable. So he had to 
go to the local tailor in 
Kitale. It just about broke 

the bank, but they 
eventually recovered. 
   The reception was 
provided for them in the 
beautiful home and 
garden of two very kind 
English friends, whom 
Grace had known at the 
church where she played 
the piano. Many friends, 
both black and white 
attended, but sadly, none 
of their own families were 
able to be present.  
However, it turned out to 
be a lovely and 
memorable day. 
   And now, they’ve been 
married for fifty years - 
what a consequence to 
that first meeting in 1951! 
   So why did Philip and 
Grace Price decide to tell 
their story? 
   Well, mainly because 
they wanted you to know 
that God also has a plan 
for your life.  Do you 
know what it is?  Trust 
Him, seek Him, come to 
Him constantly and He 
will reveal that plan and 
enable you to fulfil it. 
What a wonderful 
consequence that will be! 
 
   “Trust in the Lord with 
all your heart and do not 
lean on your own 
understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge 
Him and He shall direct 
your paths.”  

   Proverbs 3:5 and 6. 

As a small community, the 
church in Baddow has had its 
fare share of all three. As these 
events impact on any member of 
our community, to a large extent 
the feelings associated are felt by 
the whole congregation and the 
whole Christian community.  
   Last year has been no different 
from any other; we have experienced 
the pain of sadness and grief as we 
stood by, loved, supported and 
grieved for loved ones who have 
died. We know that death is part of 
life, yet the sense of loss is very real 
and at times overwhelming, but in 
the Church we do not grieve as those 
who have no hope. Though the 
Christian message speaks of the 
inevitability of death it also speaks of 
the offer of a life beyond death. A 
life that is possible because of what 
Jesus has done and has achieved by 
his death and resurrection; a life that 
is offered by him for his disciples 
and for those who believe and trust 
in him. You see, we are destined to 
live only once, and then to die and 
stand before the Lord. The Christian 
message is so clear about the 
separation that exists between the 
living and the dead, about the need to 
live this present life in such a way 
that it may lead us to eternal life. 
Which I believe is only possible 
because of Jesus and what he has 
achieved for us. 
   However, alongside the pain and 
grief of loss, we have had such joy 
in celebrating so many weddings 
within our Christian community; we 
had five weddings within the 
congregation of Meadgate Church 
alone. It is so wonderful to see 

couples coming together and 
entering into a joyful commitment, 
pledging their faithfulness and love 
to each other. As I write this, I have 
at the back of my mind the Queen’s 
60th wedding anniversary. What a 
testimony. Especially as so many 
speak about the unenduring nature 
of marriage nowadays. Yet one 
needs to ask the question whether 
cohabiting couples faired better than 
married ones. The public opinion 
today seems to suggest that it is 
better to live together than to get 
married, yet all the scientific 
evidence suggests that it is better for 
you to be married; you live longer, 

you are happier, your children 
do better in life and you feel 
more secure. However, I 
suppose many cohabiting 
couples choose to do so 
because they are fearful of their 
marriage breaking up and the 
painful experience that this 

might bring. Nonetheless, if the truth 
is to be told, the pain and loss at the 
break up of a cohabiting couple is no 
different than that of a married 
couple; in addition the probability of 
a cohabiting couple separating is 
higher than that of a married couple. 
In today’s world and social contrast, 
cohabiting is no different from 
marriage save for the intention and 
declaration of commitment; lives 
still do get intertwined; we grow to 
depend on each other just the same, 
and if a break up does occur the pain 
and grief is just as unbearable. When 
all is said and done marriage is better 
for you. 

   In addition to the joy of 
celebrating marriages we 
have also celebrated many 
births; throughout the year 
we stood with families and 
prayed for the safe delivery 
of their unborn child and 
then celebrated a dedication 
or a christening service. We saw 
lives filled with unspeakable joy as 
they received a child to love and care 
for, a child given in trust to them, a 
child that would be assured of so 
much love and care. At this time of 
year, especially as Christmas and 
Easter are so close to each other, my 
mind keeps flitting from one to other.  
As I have just celebrated Christmas 
my mind is filled with the gift of new 
life. I am thinking of the greatest gift 
of a child given to humanity - Jesus 
himself. Born for us to bring us all 
the joy that a new born brings to his 
parents; a joy that can fill and 
complete life; a joy without which 

life itself will be lacking. 
   This same Jesus spoke of the 
importance, sanctity and joy of 
marriage, inviting us to hold it in 
the highest esteem, to rejoice in it, 
to protect it and to defend it. And 
then my thoughts turn to Easter, the 
greatest event in human history; an 
event that not only impacts life here 
on earth but also changes the whole 
of human destiny. His Death and 
Resurrection are able to rescue us 
from death itself and to change it 
from a hopeless dark place, to a 
hope filled promise of life beyond 
death in the presence of God. 

Mones Farah 

Hanna & Simon; Julia & Bob; Helen & Christian 

Consequences 

The Marriage Course 
A seven session course, designed to strengthen,  

enrich and enliven your marriage. 
It is designed for couples of all ages, and hundreds have already completed it. 

Some of the subjects covered in the course are: building strong 
foundations, the art of communication, resolving conflict, the power of 

forgiveness, parents and in-laws, good sex, and love in action.  
The course costs £80 per couple, which covers a two course meal each 

session and all the course material, and starts on Friday, 12th September 
2008 at 7.30pm, at Meadgate Church. 

For more details call 01245 492741 or see www.meadgatechurch.org.uk 

Rev Tim Ball (pictured 
right) of Holy Trinity, 
Springfield, who before 
ordination was a member 
of St Mary's, Great Bad-
dow, has caused a stir by 
offering free wedding 
services. 
   “My church believes 
that marriage is best for 
couples, for children and 
for the community,” he 
says. “So we have put 
our money where our 
mouth is. We will pay all 
the costs of the service in 
the church. We are offer-
ing a free marriage ser-
vice to parishioners be-
cause Holy Trinity is a 
good place to celebrate 
love and commitment.” 
   Elsewhere he writes: 
“We would like to high-

light the fact that 
the Christian 
marriage service 
expresses a 
higher ideal of 
committed love 
than any other 
wedding service. 
We hope we 
might encourage 
couples who 
aren’t married to consider 
it, or even to do it. ... We 
want to bless people at the 
start of their married life.” 
   This offer (unfor-
tunately not applicable 
in Great Baddow) only 
covers the cost of the 
service, usually £281. 
So the saving is a small 
one compared with the 
current average cost of 
a wedding, which is 

over £20,000. But it is 
an important symbol of 
the church’s commit-
ment to marriage. It is 
also a reminder that the 
cost of a posh wedding 
need not be a barrier to 
getting married: a cheap 
or free wedding service 
can be followed by a 
bring-a-bottle celebra-
tion in the church hall. 

Peter Kirk 

Free Weddings At Holy Trinity  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come and join the fun at: 

 

Merry-Go-Round Day Nursery 
 

18, High St, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, CM2 7HQ.  
 

Modern Facilities & Equipment / Large Walled Garden. 
Small Groups / Family Atmosphere / Learning Through Play. 

3 months to 5 years / Open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Full and Part-Time Places / Government Funding Available. 

 
For a copy of our prospectus or to arrange a visit please: 

Telephone: 01245 477773 
Email: merrygoround710@msn.com 

Website: www.merrygorounddaynursery.co.uk 

 

Chinese New Year Celebrations 
and Pancake Fun 

The children of Woodcroft Nursery School in Great Baddow enjoyed a 
lively week of learning fun as they celebrated traditional festivals from 
close to home and further a field. On Shrove Tuesday the children made 
and ate pancakes and took part in pancake races.  

   Throughout the week the children prepared for Chinese New Year by 
playing games, creating a Chinese Lion display, making paper dragons 
and taking part in a Chinese Lion dance. Mrs Sullivan, former 
Headteacher, shared a variety of Chinese artefacts and told a New Year 
story. The children had noodles and prawn crackers for snack and made 
a good attempt at using chopsticks. There was great enthusiasm and 
interest in all the varied learning experiences. 

With the departing of one Headmaster from 
Larkrise Primary School comes the installation 
of another.  Joining the team is Miss Janice 
Bulger, a bright, enthusiastic young lady, who’s 
not afraid to mingle with the parents waiting 
for their children.  She talks comfortably with 
them with her ‘Coronation Street’ accent, as 
she puts it, and listens carefully to any 
suggestions. 
   Her teaching career began in 1996 and recently 
relocated to Essex after previously working in 
three large schools in Lancashire.  She has had 
experience as a Deputy Head and was seconded 
by the Local Authority to be Acting Head at 
another school for a time. 
   So what brought Janice to this part of the 
country? 
   “The incessant rain has finally driven me to be 
nearer the equator in search of sunnier climes! A 
major bonus point of being down south is, having 
two border collies, I no longer need to bath them 
every day as there is far less mud here!” 
   On a more personal level, she enjoys most sports 
and tries to keep fit.  However, running a school 
means evenings at the gym are currently out of the 
question! 
   “I am, however, holding a running/cross country 
club here at Larkrise and hope that I can get a few 
of my team to participate in the Great Baddow 
Fun Run, which I believe is later on in the year.” 

   Janice also has to admit she is missing the 
moors and mountains, especially the Lake 
District and her mountain biking!  “Essex seems 
to be more undulating!” she says. 
   Another surprise is her interest in football.  
“Being half scouse I have also been raised as a 
Liverpool Football Club supporter much to the 
shock of many of the children! Some took 
delight with L.F.C.’s recent defeat to West 
Ham.” 
   Moving swiftly on... 
   Of Janice’s predecessor, she claims:  
“Jonathon Evans was a superb headteacher and 
will certainly be a hard act to follow! He has 
worked incredibly hard with a committed and 
dedicated team which has resulted in a 
tremendous and justified Ofsted report. My 
vision for Larkrise in the future is to build upon 
this. I want the name of Larkrise to be 
synonymous with excellent provision, high 
quality teaching and learning and a school that 
people talk about for all the right reasons. I 
want this to continue to be a vibrant, happy 
learning community. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everybody; children, staff, 
parents and governors for their support and kind 
sentiments. It is an exciting new chapter in the 
history of Larkrise Primary and I am immensely 
proud to be involved in the life of this school 
and the future of these children.” 

New Head At Larkrise 

Photo by Matthew Curties 

Meadgate Primary School 
Sign the Green Pledge! 

The children at our school are working hard to save the environment.  Two of 
our school’s Eco-champions, Tom and Isabella spent a day at County Hall 
learning what the Young Essex 
Assembly’s ‘Green Pledge’ is all 
about, listening to local 
Councillors explain what is being 
done about green issues in the 
community and participating in fun 
workshops.  At the end of the day 
the children signed the Green 
Pledge on behalf of the rest of the 
school.   
 
On Wednesday 6th February 
‘Recycler’, the Rapping Robot, 
made a visit to Meadgate Primary 
School.  George Smith and Sam 
Yates interviewed Ruth who 
brought the Robot along and she 
answered a few questions:- 
 
GEORGE & SAM What are your favourite things to recycle? 
     RUTH I like crushing cans when they are going to be  
   recycled because it makes a lovely noise! 

GEORGE & SAM Is there anything you don’t like about recycling? 
     RUTH Cleaning out the tins, but I still do it anyway! 

GEORGE & SAM We have just selected 4 Eco-champions to  
   represent our school and have begun recycling.  
   Have you got any good advice for recycling and  
   other environmentally friendly things to help  
   our school? 

     RUTH Keep on recycling and try to get other people to  
   help as well so then everyone can be recycling. 

GEORGE & SAM Are you enjoying your visit to Meadgate School? 
     RUTH Of course, everyone is so enthusiastic! 



St Mary’s Church  Rector:  Revd Alistair McGregor 
Tel:  01245 471740 
E-mail:  amcgregor@care4free.net 
Address: Church Street, Great Baddow 

Services each Sunday   8:00am  Holy Communion 
10:00am  Morning Worship 
  6:30pm  Evening Worship 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Palm Sunday Holy Communion 
  Sunday, 16th March at 10.00am 
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion 
  Thursday, 20th March at 8.00pm 
Service of Meditation following the March of Witness 
  Good Friday, 21st March at 2.00pm 
 

Easter Day—Sunday, 23rd March 
Sunrise Service  at 7.00am 
Holy Communion at 8.00am 
Family Communion at 10.00am 
Songs of Praise  at 6.30pm 

St Mary’s 
Church Office 

Tel:  01245 477501 
E-mail:  stmaryschurchoffice@care4free.net 
Opening Hours: 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays: 
  9:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-3:00pm 
Wednesday: 9:30am-12:30pm only 
Also for Wedding and Baptism enquiries:  
Tuesdays  7:00pm-8:00pm 

St Paul’s Church  
 

Contact: Church Office  
Tel:  01245 477501 
Address: Beehive Lane/Loftin Way, Great Baddow 

Services each Sunday   9:30am  Family Praise (1st Sunday of month: 10.00am) 
10:30am  Morning Worship 

Meadgate Church Vicar:  Revd Mones Farah 
Tel:  01245 471516 
E-mail:  monesf@yahoo.com 
Address: Meadgate Shopping Centre 

Services each Sunday 10:30am  Morning Worship 
  5:30pm  Evening Worship 
  7:30pm  Alternative Rock Style Worship 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Walk With Me 
 Monday, 17th — Thursday, 20th March at 7.30pm 
 And Friday, 21st March at 12.00pm — 3.00pm 
 

Easter Day—Sunday, 23rd March 
Easter Communion at 10.30am 
Easter Praise  at 5.30pm 
Fusion Easter Service at 7.30pm 

United Reformed 
Church 

Minister: Revd Jon Sermon 
Tel:  01245 601662 
Address:  United Reformed Church, High Street, Great Baddow 

Services each Sunday 10:45am  Morning Worship 
3.00pm  Tea and Worship (2nd Sunday of each month) 

Church of the 
Holy Name 

Minister: Fr Brian O'Shea 
Tel:   01245 352898 
Address: Lucas Avenue, Moulsham Lodge 

Regular Services   6:00pm  Saturday  Mass 
10:30am  Sunday   Mass 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Maundy Thursday Holy Communion 
 Joint service at St Mary’s 
  Thursday, 20th March at 8.00pm 
Good Friday Service 
  Friday, 21st March at 2.00pm 
 

Easter Day—Sunday, 23rd March 
Holy Communion at 10.00am (all age service) 

Regular Services   1:00pm  Saturday  Worship Service 
  with light refreshment before and after service 

The Worldwide 
Church of God 

Pastor:  Anthony Goudie 
Tel:   07931 580409 
Address:  United Reformed Church, High Street, Great Baddow 

Local Information 
Doctors’ Surgeries 

Address Baddow Village Surgery, Longmead Avenue, Great Baddow, 
Chelmsford. CM2 7EZ 

Telephone Numbers Surgery:  01245 473251 
Dispensary:  01245 472449 
Out of Hours:   0845 8501547 

Opening Hours Surgery open Monday to Friday: 8:00am-6:30pm 
Practice closed:  12:30pm-1:30pm 
Test Results:  After 3:00pm 

“Baddow Village Surgery”  

Address 115 Baddow Road, Great Baddow, Chelmsford CM2 7PY 

Telephone Numbers Surgery:  01245 351351 
Dispensary:  01245 353530 
Out of Hours:  01245 295000 

(Primary Care Trust, St John’s Hospital) 

Opening Hours Surgery open Monday to Friday: 8.30am-6.30pm all day 

“Sutherland Lodge Surgery”  

Address 27 High Street, Great Baddow, Chelmsford CM2 7HW 

Telephone No. 01245 478032 

Opening Hours Monday:       2.00pm-6.00pm Friday:         CLOSED 
Tuesday:       9.00am-5.00pm Saturday:      9.00am-5.00pm 
Wednesday:  2.00pm-7.00pm Sunday:         CLOSED 
Thursday:     9.00am-6.00pm 

Great Baddow Library 

Address 32 Maldon Road, Great Baddow, Chelmsford CM2 7DL 

Telephone Number 01245 478886 

Opening Hours Office open Monday to Thursday: 9.00am-3.00pm 
            Friday: 9.00am-1.00pm 

R.S.P.C.A. Mid Essex Clinic 

Please Note All Consultations by appointment only. 
Means tested benefit only. 

Coffee Pot 

Opening Hours Wednesday 10.00am-12.30pm 
  Bell Street Hall 
Saturday 10.00am-12.30pm 
  Bell Centre (old library) 

Telephone Number 01245 472673 

Local Churches 

Other Local Information 

The OASIS CAFÉ 

Opening Hours Saturday 10.30am-1.30pm   
  (see Opening Dates) 
  Meadgate Church Centre 

Menu Includes Jacket potatoes, soup and traditional bacon sandwich 

Opening Dates April 12th, May 10th, June 14th 

Monday Coffee Shop 

Opening Hours Monday  9.00am-1.00pm  (except bank holidays 
At Meadgate Church  or 24th & 31st Dec.) 

Menu Includes Tea, coffee and light snacks. 

Also: There is a good as new clothes  rail for adults and children.  
Children are very welcome.  Free Internet access. 



One of the first ever free-
doms has been under 
threat for centuries in cer-
tain parts of the world, but 
now it is even threatened 
in the west and western 
democracies. 
   I am talking about free-
dom of conscience and 
freedom of religion. Those 
who studied history will 
know that one of the main 
battles in Europe was over 
the establishment of the 
freedom of religion and 
religious practice, culmi-
nating in the Westphalia 
peace treaty signed in 
1648. This peace treaty 
guaranteed certain free-

dom based on religious belief and 
freedom of conscience, which I 
believe was the beginning of the 
development of the Human 
Rights talk and discourse. Yet it is 
this very freedom that is being 
threatened. The modern western 
state is very secular and it is con-
trolled by secular values, in fact 
recently we have seen the 
rise of what many call 
‘Secular Fundamental-
ism’, this way of thinking 
has been growing in 
western civilisation and 
gaining control in many 
governments and govern-
ing authorities. The natu-
ral spin off of this has 
been the undermining of 
religious values and their 
place in the public space. 
It is this that the 
Archbishop tried to ad-
dress rather than Sharia’ 
law. Freedom of religion, 
freedom of conscience 
and their place in the 
public arena impacts and 
effects each and every 
one of us, specially when 
we take a working defini-
tion of the international 
agreement of religion and 

belief to include those who hold 
no religious belief at all. 
   Are we willing in a modern and 
free society to allow our freedom 
for whatever we believe in to be 
limited to the private place only? 
Are we willing in a modern and 
free society to allow ‘Secular Fun-
damentalism’ to oppress those 
who see the world through the 
eyes of their beliefs. 
   It takes a commitment to free-
dom to raise these issues, and I 
am glad that our Archbishop has 
taken that step. It is unfortunate 
that his main points were lost in 
the press reaction to his speech. 
We need to debate this issue 
‘The place of Religion, Con-
science and Belief’ publicly and 
openly. So that we might never 
sleep walk into a situation 
where religious values, con-
science, personal values and 
belief are of no value and rele-
gated to the private sphere, es-
pecially in a world where relig-
ions and faith are growing in-
stead of diminishing. 

Lamin lives in Farafenni, a 
town on the northern side of 
the River Gambia, 100km 
inland from the Atlantic coast. 
He lives in a large compound 
with many members of his 
extended family, including his 
two sisters, Jalika and Isatou. 
They live in two rooms with 
their mother Mariama, who is 
the younger of their father’s 
two wives. 
   The first wife is a stern lady 
who has five children. The 
oldest, Ebrima, has gone away 
to work in Banjul as a security 
guard. Ebrima talks about 
saving up enough money to 
buy a place on a boat making 
illegal crossings to Spain, so 
he can get into Europe. Lamin 
worries about this because he 
has heard that some of these 
boats sink, and many people 
have drowned. 
   Lamin enjoys school, but it 
is difficult to learn with forty 
students in the class. It is a 
large school with two classes 
in each grade from one to six, 
but there are only eight 
classrooms currently in use. 
Two more are awaiting 
repairs to fix a leaking roof, 
one is used to store firewood 
for the kitchen, and the last 
one has become a staff room. 
This means that children in 
grades three and four have 
their lessons in the afternoon, 
whilst the others are taught in 
the morning. 
   Lamin’s classroom has new 
furniture, donated by a charity 
in Switzerland. This has made 
conditions more comfortable – 
before this they were sitting 
three to a bench and writing 
was awkward. There is a 
blackboard, a shelf where they 
keep their exercise books and 
two posters on the wall near 
the door. The teacher made 
these posters; one shows the 
numbers from 1 to 10 and the 
other lists some classroom 
rules. 
   The teacher delivers lessons 

in English, and Lamin 
understands most of what she 
says. However, he is not so 
good at reading, and when the 
teacher writes on the board, 
Lamin asks another boy to 
read it for him. Lamin knows 
all the letters, but still finds it 
difficult to put them together 
into words. But he is doing 
better than some children in 
his class who do not 
understand English at all. 
They talk to each other in their 
own languages, Mandinka or 
Fula or Jola, even though this 
is not really allowed in school. 
   They also have lessons in 
Arabic and Islamic studies. 
Learning about the Muslim 
faith is a big part of growing 
into adulthood. They are 
taught the importance of 
praying five times a day and of 
participating in the fast during 
the holy month of Ramadan. 
They learn the Arabic 
language to help them read 
from the Koran. This is so 
important that some parents 
prefer to send their children to 
the Islamic Madrassa School 
rather than to the government 
school. 
   Lamin’s brother Ebrima has 
told him that it is important to 
do well at school; Ebrima says 
it will help to get a good job 
so that he can look after his 
mother and sisters. Lamin 
already has a small job; when 
he is not at school he walks to 
the highway and sells to 
passing vehicles as they stop 
at the police checkpoint. He 
sells groundnuts, or water in 
small plastic bags, or 
sometimes small cakes that his 

mother makes. He would 
rather do this than the 
domestic chores that his sister 
Jalika does; pounding rice, 
fetching water from the well, 
helping with laundry and 
sweeping the compound. 
Lamin cannot keep the money 
he makes – it all goes towards 
buying a sack of rice at the 
start of every month. Without 
money to buy rice, the family 
will not eat. They have rice 
every day, sometimes with 
vegetables or fish, or with a 
sauce called domoda, made of 
groundnuts. 
    
   The Millennium 
Development Goals state that 
all the world’s children should 
have access to free and 
compulsory primary education 
by the year 2015. Some 
countries are on course to 
meet this target, and others are 
not. An issue in many places 
is whether the education 
provided is of a sufficient 
quality to make it worthwhile. 
This requires training for 
teachers and headteachers, 
investment in school 
buildings, and textbooks to be 
written, published and 
distributed. My specific work 
in The Gambia is to support a 
team at the Ministry of 
Education who are developing 
a Quality Assurance 
Framework for the country. 
This will enable quality to be 
measured at different points in 
the system, to enable support 
to be offered where necessary 
and appropriate policy 
decisions to be made. Progress 
is slow, but we are making 

tiny, discernable steps. 
   My first year has gone very 
quickly and I have learned a 
lot about working in a culture 
so different to my own. I have 
re-examined my own 
perspectives on the world and 
have become better informed 
about global issues of poverty 
and deprivation. It is strange 
what you get used to, like 
power cuts, roads made of 
sand, water and fuel shortages, 
lack of variety in the shops, 
and goats and sheep 
wandering in the towns. It is a 
great privilege to work here 
and I hope that my small 
contribution will make a 
difference to Lamin and his 
sisters, and to future 
generations of children in the 
schools of The Gambia. 

The 
Gambia 

Continued from page 1 

Yes! She is truly amazing. Rene (Mrs. Irene 
Duke) has led the Senior Citizens group 
(Thursday Club) since 1985. 
   In those days there was a membership of 
about seventy, and there were gentlemen as 
well as ladies.  It was about the time Rene 
became a widow and a Mrs Lil Dobson 
suffered the loss of her husband too.  Rene 
and Lil became very close friends, often 
going on holiday together. Rene has always 
been there for others, being there for anyone 
who is ill or in any sort of trouble. As well as 
organizing the club’s weekly meetings Rene 
also transports ladies to and fro, to church, 
the shops and even hospital visits. Where 
does she get the energy from? 
   Rene can often be seen on a Thursday 
afternoon standing anxiously at the church 

door, waiting for the speaker to arrive. They 
are always greeted warmly and made very 
welcome. In her spare time Rene took part in 
a writing course, and has written numerous 
letters or articles to magazines and 
newspapers. The biggest surprise was when 
switching on the car radio, we heard Rene 
over the airwaves taking part in a B.B.C. 
Essex discussion. 
   On December 19th at our Christmas lunch, 
Rene handed over the reins of the Thursday 
Club into the capable hands of Mrs Sue 
Marriott.  We are not saying goodbye, as 
Rene will still be with us, and we will be 
looking after her. So thank you, Rene, for all 
your support and hard work. We all love and 
appreciate you. 
   Happy retirement.                 Thursday Club 

Amazing Rene 

Free To Believe by Mones Farah 

Photo by Brian made available under the Creative 
Commons Attribution and Share Alike licence 



Please send comments and suggestions to: 
Baddow Life, 162A Meadgate Avenue, 

Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 7LJ 
Produced by Great Baddow Team Ministry.  

Printed by Newsquest (Essex) Ltd. 
Deadline for the next issue: 14th May 2008 

If you wish to make any 
comments regarding items 

printed in this 
publication, or wish to  

advertise with us, 
please contact the editor at 
the address printed at the 

bottom of this page, or e-mail 
editor@baddowlife.org.ukeditor@baddowlife.org.uk, 

and we will be happy 
to respond. 

 
If you wish to have a letter 

printed in the paper, 
address it as below, or e-mail 
letters@baddowlife.org.ukletters@baddowlife.org.uk. 
Alternatively, please visit us 
at www.baddowlife.org.uk 

 
PLEASE NOTE: PLEASE NOTE:   

Although we will withhold 
your personal details if you 
wish, we will not normally 
print anonymous letters.  

However, your comments and 
suggestions are more than 

welcome. 
 

All work in this publication  
is subject to copyright  

by either the ‘author’ or the 
‘Great Baddow Team Ministry’ 

Across: 
  1. The father of Israel 
  5. Religious literature  
      collection 
  8. Entirety 
  9. Priest’s attendant 
10. Resting pasture 
11. Cloaked 
12. Male born 
14. Resting place 
15. Of the horse family 
16. Hooked plant head 
18. Falsehood 
19. Mark of incorrect  
      statement 
21. Teacher 
23. Time period 
24. Sprinkle 
27. Greek letter 
28. Place of the dead 
29. Animal body 

Down: 
  1. Forever 
  2. And again 
  3. Sinless 
  4. In motherly  
      manner 
  5. Book’s  
      recommendation 
  6. Constructors 

  7. Catalytic protein 
13. Recounted 
14. Being 
16. Exist 
17. Respiration 
20. Assistant priest 
22. Blows 
25. Partly open 
26. Outer garment 

Across: 
  1. Abraham 
  5. Bible 
  8. All 
  9. Acolyte 
10. Ley 
11. Robed 
12. Son 
14. Inn 
15. Ass 
16. Bur 
18. Lie 
19. Sic 

21. Rabbi 
23. Era 
24. Scatter 
27. Psi 
28. Hades 
29. Carcase 
Down: 
  1. Always 
  2. Redo 
  3. Holy 
  4. Maternalistic 

  5. Blurb 
  6. Builders 
  7. Enzyme 
13. Narrated 
14. Is 
16. Be 
17. Breath 
20. Curate 
22. Bumps 
25. Ajar 
26. Toga 

Answers: 

CROSSWORD 
1  2  3  4  5  6  7 

      8       

             

9          10   

      11       

12  13  14         

  15      16     

17      18    19  20 

  21  22         

23      24  25  26   

             

    27         

28      29       

Hidden Treasure 
By the time you read this Spring will be just 
around the corner. Remember Spring-cleaning - 
curtains taken down and washed (by hand!) rugs 
thrown over the clothesline and beaten with a 
wicker carpet beater, cupboards turned out - a 
hive of activity! 
   As I took down my Christmas cards a couple 
of weeks after all the festivities, I looked 
through them and put aside a few ‘special ones’ 
- then I remembered my New Year resolution - 
to try not to ‘hoard’!   So, I bundled them all 
into a carrier bag and later on took them into 
one of the stores, which collect them for 
recycling! 
   Are you a ‘hoarder’?   Do you keep all those 
bits and pieces, which hold special memories?   
A grandchild’s drawing, or a school report from 
way back in the 40’s, 50’s or 60’s?  These sorts 
of things can’t be replaced, can they?  So, into a 
drawer they go! 
   “You can’t take it with you” as the saying 
goes, and we all know that - just as we 
remember the solemn words - “we came into 
this world with nothing and we leave with 
nothing”.  But that won’t stop us from keeping 
the bits and pieces that hold very special 
memories. 
   So, regardless of all my good intentions, I 
shall continue to ‘hoard’ lots of bits and pieces 
that are precious to me - it would be interesting 
to hear from some of our readers what kind of 
‘hoarders’ they are! 
   There’s a verse in St Matthews Gospel, which 
reads, “Do not store up riches on earth, instead 
store up riches in heaven where moths and rust 
cannot destroy.  For your heart will always be 
where your riches are.”   Wise words!   But.... I 
just can’t bring myself to get rid of all my ‘bits 
and pieces’ - worth very little to anyone else - 
but worth a great deal to me!    I did throw my 
Christmas cards away though - so that’s a start!     
Have a very Happy Easter! 

Rene Duke 

 Sue Iskander (pictured here) has been 
on work experience in Baddow during 
this Autumn and Winter.  She has been 
on a placement to gain work experience 
before the Bishop of Chelmsford asks 
her to take a larger role in June 2008.  
   “When people hear I’m training to be 
a vicar they usually think of the TV 
programme ‘The Vicar of Dibley’. That 
show gives a bit of an idea what 
happens in church life outside of 
Sunday worship, but I’m not a comedian 
like Dawn French!” 
   Church life involves much more than 
Sunday worship. There are some 
important and very serious bits about 
training to be a vicar: learning how to 
help people make arrangements for the 
funeral of their loved one or to support 
people in distress over major life 
changes.  There are fun bits too.  Sue 
has particularly enjoyed working 
alongside the volunteers in the monthly 
Meadgate Café (second Saturday of the 
month).   
   Mones Farah, vicar of Meadgate says: 
“Sue has got very handy with the tea urn 
and really enjoys chatting to people in 

the café. She looked 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l 
turned-out in her apron 
when she was serving 
at the old folks’ 
Christmas tea party.” 
   When Sue first felt 
God was asking her to 
train to be a vicar, back 
in 2002, she was 
surprised to find other 
people seemed to know 
her future before she 
did herself: “I very 
tentatively shared with 
close friends and family 
that I thought God 
might be calling me to 
train as a vicar and to 
my surprise they 
generally said, ‘Oh yes, 
I thought so.’ ”  God 
has continued to 
surprise Sue with lots 
of new people to meet in Baddow and 
discovering that even in a comparatively 
small area, Church can take on many 
different forms. 
   Sue has been taking evening classes at 
Chelmsford Cathedral since September 
2005 to get a degree in theology with 

the North Thames Ministerial Training 
Course.  She also works part time in the 
local mental health services trust ‘North 
Essex Partnership NHS Foundation 
Trust’. Sue will complete her training at 
Chelmsford Cathedral and then take her 
‘orders’  from the Bishop of Chelmsford 

at the end of June to go and be the 
curate at All Saints Church, Writtle 
and St Paul's, Highwood, alongside 
their vicar Rev Michael Jones. 
   As Sue is moving on from Baddow 
she says she is delighted to have 
found God working in some very 
practical ways through the people of 
this community and is thrilled that the 
surprise of her initial calling is 
growing in wonder at the brilliant 
people and community she has 
experienced here. We wish her well in 
Writtle and whatever God may call 
for from her there. 

Vicar in training                       

Local Mum 
Prepares For 
London Marathon 
To all those people out there who think they can't 
run, well never say never. 
   My name is Diane Passfield I am a local mum 
and at the ripe old age of 42 have decided to run 
the Flora London Marathon on April 13th. 
   I am raising money for Farleigh Hospice who 
cared for my step-dad Derek Whitehead who 
passed away 4 years ago from a brain tumour. 
   I have raised almost £4.000 for the charity 
who provide vital care for both patients and 
their families. 
   Anyone wishing to donate can do so at 
www.justgiving.com 

 Painting & Decorating  Services 
Clean and reliable. 

Telephone: 01245  250834 
    Mobile: 07714079239 BJ's        Interior & exterior 

No job too small Diane, having recently 
completed a half marathon 


