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Baddow Life
With the family now getting settled in 
the Rectory in Church Street, the time 
for starting a new ministry at St. 
Mary’s has finally arrived. I guess 
we’re pretty used to moving around 
with four moves in the past fifteen 
years, but each move seems to get 
harder than the last.  
   Mind you, moving around as a Vicar is 
nothing compared to the sudden changes 
of being a professional footballer. I grew 
up through the schoolboy, youth and then 
reserve teams at QPR during the Terry 
Venables era in the early 1980’s. Then 
Venables left for Barcelona and Alan 
Mullery of England fame arrived as the 
new manager. Within weeks he sold me to 
Cambridge United, a decision I never 
fully understood back then. Many years 
later I attended a dinner Mr. Mullery was 
speaking at. By now he had made a clear 
Christian commitment and I really wanted 

to hear him speak about football and his 
faith in God. Anyway, he suddenly started 
to speak about my departure from QPR 
and how I would forgive him because I 
was a Vicar. He then told a packed 
audience that he was forced to reduce the 
wage bill at QPR and so he sold me 
without ever watching me play! My head 
stayed down because I couldn’t believe 
what I had just heard. I had spent six 
years at QPR for it to be ended by a 
manager who hadn’t even watched me 
play. It felt so unfair and it was! 
   In many ways, hearing what I heard was 
irrelevant. It was ten years later and 
nothing could change the situation now, 
but I didn’t want to let it go. I didn’t want 
him to get away with it that easily. But 
life isn’t always fair is it? At times we do 
have someone to blame, other times not, 
but what we do with our disappointment 
and pain is what matters most. 
   Twenty five years ago, having never set 
foot in a church in my life, I was bought 
to replace another player at Cambridge 
who was a Christian. I didn’t know what a 
Christian was like and felt very guilty that 
my arrival caused him to be sacked, but 
his passion for God shone out for 
everyone to see. Life was tough for him 
but God was with him. I couldn’t stop 
wondering what it would be like to know 
God myself? Today, I may still be 
struggling for answers to some of the 
most difficult questions of life, but I do 
know what it is to have hope that comes 
from a relationship with God just as he 
did all those years before. 
   Jill and I, Sarah (18), Henry (15) and 
Ollie (7), look forward to sharing our 
lives and hope in God with you the people 
of Gt. Baddow for many years to come. 

Alan Comfort
 

Come and meet the new Rector on his 
first Sunday at St Mary’s on 5th April. 

Sold To Be With God

Is there any hope to be found 
for a world that seems full of 
hopelessness and uncertainty?  
   What can Easter offer each of 
us this year? 
   The Easter story starts at the 
cross-the central symbol of the 
Christian faith. The cross offers 
proof that God cares about our 
suffering and pain. He died on 
it. The cross shows that our 

God truly under-
stands our pain and 
hopelessness be-
cause he has been 
there. 
   Sometimes life 
can seem very con-
fusing. Let’s reflect 
on the Easter story 
from the perspective 
of the disciples. I 
wonder what they 

must have been thinking the 
day after Jesus died. Some of 
their questions might have 
been ‘where on earth do we go 
from here, it all seems to have 
gone so wrong?’, ‘did we not 
do enough, if only we had been 
braver, then maybe none of this 
would have happened?’. 
   Are we asking similar ques-
tions today about the life we 
live? On Easter Saturday there 
were no answers to the purpose 
of what had happened but I 
wonder if these disciples made 
similar comments a few weeks 
later having met the risen 
Christ? Just then, maybe they 
began to see that there had 
been a point to the cross, that 
the life of Jesus wasn’t wasted 
and that things hadn’t gone so 
badly wrong after all.  

   Part of being a Christian is 
trying to learn that for now 
some of life has to be lived 
with question marks around 
it. We may not see the good 
in the here and now but faith 
is about holding on to God’s 
promises of hope and trust-
ing in a God who is in con-
trol. 
   The second part of the 
Easter story is the Resurrec-
tion and its victory over 
death. This event now means 
that death is not the end-
death is only temporary. 

Jesus holds the promise of an 
afterlife without pain. As I 
reflect on this incredible event I 
find myself beginning to hold 
onto a hope of something bet-
ter. A time when, for those 
who believe, God will wipe 
away every tear from our eyes, 
there will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain for 
the old order of things will 
have passed away. 
   The resurrection allows us to 
focus on this theme of hope. In 
the Christian scheme of things, 
life here is a very small part of 
the whole of eternity. In no 
way does this hope diminish 
the pain and 
h o p e l e s s -
ness we 
experience 
at times but 
it does al-
lows me to 
see them as 
a defeated 
enemy and 
focus my 
eyes on the 
things of 
eternity.  
   The past 
months have 
m a y b e 

Discovering Hope in our Hopeless World 

Looking for a Nursery School? 

Woodcroft Nursery School 
 Dorset Avenue, Great Baddow, 
 Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 9UB 
   
     Headteacher: Helen Roberts 

   Tel: (01245) 473222 

Essex County Council 

Tracy Torn 
BSc(Hons) ALCM 

 

Piano Tutor 
 

1 Allens Close 
Boreham 

Chelmsford 
Essex CM3 3DR 

 
Telephone: 01245 461831 

SPENCER DOHERTY CARPENTRY 
PLUS GENERAL MAINTENANCE WORK 

 

•     Loft insulation, boarding and ladders 
•    Having government insulation? 

I can clear loft of boxes and boarding 
•    Gutter Clearing of moss and leaves, 

Also gutter repairs 
•     Door hanging—Exterior and interior 

•    Existing doors eased and re-fitted 
•   Stair handrails and spindles 

 
0% VAT on labour charges 

Free written estimates 
26 Years Experience 

 
01245 352899 or 07941 539274 

By Annabel Copeland 

(Continued  
on page 2) 

Henry, Alan, Jill, Sarah and Ollie at the front 
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Whatever the most significant event was 
for you on Valentine’s Day, for one merry 
band it was the completion of the new 
Conservatory at St Mary’s Church Rectory.  
Not quite in authentic 1900’s materials, but 
it blends in with the building quite well. It 
is expected to provide extra space for the 
family of our newly appointed Rector the 
Revd Alan Comfort and his wife Jill who 
are now residing there. 
   Having decided to both erect the 
Conservatory and redecorate the interior of 
the residence from our own resources, it 
was truly rewarding to have such a good 
turnout with everyone full of drive, energy 
and initiative.  The lure may have been 
avoiding Saturday domestic chores and the 
certain prospect of a fish and chips lunch.  
Indeed over the duration of the work they 
got through enough Haddock to risk 
depleting further our North Sea stock. 
   On the first day a deep trench was dug 
out for the foundations and a mountain of 
soil was barrowed round to the front. A 
week later they kept three concrete mixers 
going to fill the base to the required level to 
permit the brickwork to be built up.  The 
next Saturday up went the doorframe 
structure and scaffolding and so on to 
complete the erection of the remainder of the side and roof 
framework. Then the tricky job of chasing out the flashing 
channel and to dress down the lead and finally lift the 
double glazed panels into place. All done, apart from the 
need to break down the adjoining wall to the house and fit 
a new doorframe and doors.   Well almost, since it was 
appreciated that a tiled floor and a few electric points 
would finish it off nicely.   
   Note - No men were lost during the making of this 
structure and few were injured! 
   As for the internal decorations?  Well, never in the 

history of St Mary’s have so many plaster 
cracks, wall gaps and deficiencies been 
repaired by so few.  In fact the indefatigable, 
ever encouraging, smiling and even singing 
Roger Saunders pathfindered the way for 
the main army of paint splashing volunteers 
to hit the walls running with hitherto 
unheard of gallons of emulsion applied with 
much gusto during some three weeks of 
continuous work. 
   So, how can a group of men involved in 

the outside work readily turn 
out during one of the coldest 
Winters for years to do all 
this while others paint away 
when their own homes may 
be calling out for a similar bit 
of tender loving care?   Well, it was a great 
time for everyone, all working together, 
sharing lots of laughter, hot drinks and 
wanting to be involved in welcoming Alan, 
Jill and their family to their new home in 
Great Baddow. 

A New Public Service... A Dramatic Experience of 
Forgiveness in Uganda 

by Jon Sermon 
brought many of us into a place of hope-
lessness as the financial markets crash, our 
jobs are threatened and family life is chal-
lenged. Easter has something to say to us if 
we allow it to. Easter is about being able to 
know a God that has experienced suffering, 
he is acquainted with grief. Knowing God 
gives us the most incredible promise to 
hold on to that one day God will have the 
full victory over all suffering and he will 
create an amazing new world and pain shall 
be no more. I pray that you too will come 
to know God even in your place of pain 
and suffering. All the churches in our Team 
Ministry are places where people have 
come to know God so do come along this 
Easter and discover something of a firm 
hope in the midst of the hopelessness of our 
world.                                                           ■ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Discovering Hope 

See our production of 
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 

Wednesday 22nd to 
Saturday 25th April in the Memorial Hall at Little Baddow 
+ Thursday 28th, Friday 29th and Sunday 31st May 

at Hylands House. 
Tickets for Little Baddow Memorial Hall: 

Wed/Thur £7, Fri/Sat £8.  Box Office: 01245 225509 
Tickets for Hylands House: 

 

£14/£13 concessions. Box Office: 01245 605500 

If you remember reading about some of my Uganda experiences in earlier editions 
of ‘Baddow Life,’ you may be ready for something of the “culture shock”.  So 
many cultural attitudes are very different from what we consider normal. 
   As I visited small churches in remote rural areas, one thing I noticed was 
that people would call at the home of the pastor after the church service, if 
they had individual problems or prayer needs. On one occasion, at 
Kyenjojo, an area in the mountains close to the Congo border, I had 
preached at the Sunday morning service and had returned with the local 
pastor, Bernard, to his house for lunch. Several people called to see us, 
including a man who wanted me to pray with him. He sought forgiveness 
for a particular issue.  He said that he had been in church that morning, for 
the first time for many months and had heard God speak to him through my 
preaching.  You can imagine the pressure that puts me under!  
   In this picture, I am preaching at another church nearby, four days later, 
and I saw something of the result. I’ll tell you what happened:  

   The issue which the man had come about was that he needed to confess 
before God, and seek forgiveness for committing adultery. I had to explain 
to him something which, in his cultural context, would be very difficult for 
him.  Not only did he have to confess to God, and seek forgiveness, he also 
had to confess to his wife! 
   I didn’t mean, of course, admitting to her that it had happened.  That was 
well-known.  She had been aware of the other woman, living in the house 
and being treated as a ‘second wife’. She knew perfectly well what her 
husband had been doing and she also knew that it had come to an end and 
the woman concerned had returned to her parents’ home. (In the Ugandan 
cultural setting, that will be the norm: even in the case of a breakdown of 
marriage, the estranged wife would return to her parents). 
    So what did I mean?  Not that he had to admit having done it, he had to 
admit to his wife that he was wrong to have done so.  He had to seek her 
forgiveness also.  The background cultural assumptions would make it 
extremely difficult for a man to admit to his wife that he was wrong.  Many 
of us Westerners find it hard enough.  In that context, it must have been a 
great deal harder.  Nevertheless, the man understood and accepted the need.  
He promised that he would indeed make such a confession to his wife and 
Bernard and I specifically prayed for healing in their relationship. 
   Four days later I had the privilege of preaching at a wedding service in a 
nearby church.  This same man had walked a considerable way to be there, with 
his wife and their youngest child. They were both radiant.  They told me how 
they were seriously working at honouring one another and repairing their 
relationship.  The forgiveness, both from God and from the man’s wife made 
this possible. I then had the opportunity of praying for them together and 
blessing their new(ish) baby. 
   Although very different, culturally, from our situation, this personal story 
underlines an important message.  Forgiveness is possible, both in God’s 
sight and between ourselves, and it can make all the difference! 
     (Jon Sermon is Minister of Great Baddow URC and a Trustee of Romans 1.11 Trust, a 
charity providing training for pastors in Uganda) 

Jon standing in front of the mural he has just 
completed, in the church vestry. 

Jon Sermon, minister of Great Baddow URC (the church 
next to the library) describes himself as a failed artist: “I 
just scraped through my art A level, and have done 
virtually nothing since”.  So the idea of painting a mural 
on a whole wall of one of the church rooms was an 
ambitious, scary undertaking. 
   But not as ambitious and scary as the reason behind 
this and other recent changes at the premises. The church 
has recently had new carpets and curtains and some 
replacement windows, making it a more welcoming 
venue not just for worship but the many community uses 
the building is also there for. 
   The work has included clearing out and refurbishing the 
small room at the front of the building, known as the vestry. 
This is the place ministers and others who lead worship 
prepare and pray, and also where some essential admin 
takes place. But it has been spruced up, and the wall mural 
added, in preparation for a new additional use. 
   This room, which is reached through a separate door 
virtually straight off the street, will be open once a week 
as a casual drop-in for anyone who wants it. At set times, 
Jon or one of his team will be available simply to listen 
to anyone who needs to off-load or discuss any issues. 
With no set agenda, and no expectation that you have to 
join the church or attend worship, you can come and be 
listened to. If you want us to pray with you, that’s fine, 
but not expected. It really is for whatever approach you 
need. 
   This service will initially be every Monday morning, 
10.30 – 12.30 with the possibility of adding more times 
later, if the take up makes it appropriate. It is not 
counselling (Jon and his team are not trained 
counsellors) but if it sounds like it might be helpful, drop 
in one Monday and give it a try. This service was 
launched on Monday 23 March, so is now in action 
every Monday. 

New Extension 
for Rectory 

 

Words and Pictures by Bryan Brown 



 

 

Forgiveness
Forgiveness is a word that gets used by 
everybody at some point in their lives 
but ask yourself this question:  How 
many times have you actually meant it 
or know what it feels like to forgive 
somebody. 
 
• To forgive somebody shows maturity. 
• To forgive somebody shows love and 

compassion. 
• Forgiving somebody takes time.  
 
   I should know; it’s taken me my whole 
life to understand and to really know and 
feel that the time is right.  One thing is for 
sure I feel I can move on. 
   I feel a new lease of life has been placed 
in my heart. 
   I’ve been able to forgive my parents who 
spent the best part of my youth hurting me 
physically and mentally, leaving me scared 
and lonely in my family home; the kind of 
hurt no child or adult should ever witness. 
   Now I look at my memories and learn 
from them.  I have moved on with the help 
of God and now I’m truly happy and 
content. 
   Ask yourself this: if Jesus can forgive 
murders through love and compassion once 
they have truly repented of their past sins, 
then who could you forgive?  And have 
you thought of repenting of your sins so 
that you can be forgiven and move on with 
your head held high? 
   Through the power of prayer Jesus has 
shown me a greater love is waiting for me.  
I have opened my heart to Jesus and the 
power of love and forgiveness. 

Name withheld 

Forgiveness is something that many                people find hard to understand.  Many may marvel at the strength some have to forgive 
those who have, in some cases, traumatised them, while others find the thought of forgiveness, quite frankly, disgusting.  Here we 
take a look at a few thoughts on the matter and examine the results of unforgiveness and how to truly forgive. 

A Personal View 
If only there were three easy steps to 
forgive, but we all know that in reality 
forgiveness is not as simple as all that.  
Whether we are hurt by someone 
intentionally or not, the pain can still go 
deep and when someone close to us is 
wronged or the perpetrator appears to 
show no remorse, the challenge to forgive 
can sometimes be too overwhelming.  To 
totally forgive someone is more than 
excusing them, it’s a choice to release 
them, to no longer think badly of them 
and actually want the best for them.  
Difficult to even comprehend when 
you’re feeling deeply wounded but the 
amazing thing about forgiveness is that 
the greatest benefit it brings is for us 
bringing peace in the place of bitterness.   
   Unforgiveness so easily destroys our 
peace consuming us with thoughts of how 
badly we have been treated and 
rehearsing in our mind what we would 
really like to say to that person if we had 
chance.  The first step, I believe, is 
recognising the pain that’s been caused.  
Suppressing the pain is not helpful and 
not expressing it doesn’t mean it simply 
goes away, it just comes out later and 
usually with the same depth of hurt as 
when it was buried.  If you need help to 
do this, talk it through with a trusted 
friend who will keep your confidence and 
will simply listen and allow you to 
offload your feelings.  We then need to 
reach the place of making a choice to 
forgive and it’s a choice that comes from 
the heart.  Our human nature does not 
think it is fair that someone should simply 
get away with the wrong they have done.  
It’s not easy to do this in our own 
strength and prayer really can help.  If 
this step seems to great, try praying ‘God, 
please help me to be willing to forgive’.   
   The process of forgiveness can take 
time and you may still need to come to 
terms with your pain.  However, the 
willingness to forgive and choosing not to 
dwell on the act or angry thoughts, can 
eventually give way to a sense of peace 
and relief as the burden of a grudge 
eventually begins to lift.  ‘Forgive and 
forget’ is a phrase often used but this is 
not necessarily realistic as we can’t erase 
our memories, however when God 
forgives us, He chooses not to remember.  
By doing this for others it means that we 
do not keep referring back to the past hurt 
or make them feel guilty.  In some 
circumstances reconciliation with the 
person may not be accepted or even 
possible as the person may not longer be 
alive, but nonetheless reaching a place of 
forgiveness in your heart is still important 
in achieving peace.   
   We all do things that need to be 
forgiven, not always of the same 
magnitude, but nonetheless we muck up.  
I don’t in any way want to belittle the 
pain that’s so often involved but maybe 
this Easter it is worth taking the time to 
consider if you are holding unforgiveness 
in your heart towards another person and 
maybe take a small step on the road to 
allowing yourself to forgive and move on. 

Anne-Marie Wardle

How to forgive 

I would like to begin this article by 
telling a story. There was once a man 
who had run up a huge debt on his 
credit cards and the inevitable day of 
reckoning came when he realised he 
simply could not pay off his debts 
and was in danger of losing 
everything. In desperation he 
pleaded with the credit card 
companies to let him off his massive 
debt and, unlikely as it might seem, 
they agreed and released him from 
all his debts. It so happened that at 
about the same time he had lent a 
few pounds to a friend who needed 
some cash and not long after he had 
been released from his own huge 
debt he chased up this friend for the 
payment of the few pounds and 
threatened to take him to court if he 
did not pay him back immediately. 
   The discrepancy between the 
behaviour of the credit card 
companies towards this man and his 
own behaviour towards his friend is 
probably fairly obvious to us all. The 
danger is that we might actually fall 
into a similar sort of trap ourselves 
even if not on such a big scale. Are 
we as generous to other people as 
other people are to us? Are we 
prepared to forgive other people’s 

shortcomings as readily as other 
people are prepared to forgive our 
own shortcomings? 
   A good friend of mine once told a 
story very similar to my opening 
story as a warning to us all to nurture 
a forgiving spirit so that we are 
always ready to forgive others 
because God himself has forgiven us 
so much (see Matthew 18:35). He 
also wrote a very famous prayer as a 
model for Christians to use in which 
we are invited, among other things, 
to ask God to ‘forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our 
debtors’ (see Matthew 6:12). The 
truth is that God cannot forgive us 
our own shortcomings/debts unless 
we are prepared to forgive others 
their own shortcomings/debts. And 
as we probably know from our own 
personal experience or from 
observation of other people’s 
experiences it is in fact much better 
for us to be able to forgive rather 
than for us to hold on to our 
grievances; we end up being much 
more adversely affected if we don’t 
forgive. We have to be able to move 
on, if only because life is too short 
and this is the only life we have. 

John Kingham 

The Need To Forgive 

A woman I knew argued with 
her husband regularly and 
kept bringing up how he 
messed up some travel 
arrangements on their 
honeymoon – which was 
more than 40 years ago! She 
looked at everything he did in 
the light of that incident, and 
because of that she could 
never find peace or happiness 
in her marriage. She thought 
she was punishing her 
husband, but in fact she and 
her children were far more 
harmed by this. 
   This is so often what 
happens to people who refuse 
to forgive others, whether for 
small matters as in this case or 
for huge ones such as the loss 
of a loved one. Even after the 
worst of tragedies, as long as 
the bereaved hold on to the 
wrong that has been done to 
them, they continue to suffer 
the pain of loss and can never 
move on to rebuild their lives. 
Instead they find themselves 
in a pit of bitterness and 
depression. They may claim 
that to forgive would 
dishonour the memory of 
their loved ones, but would 
those loved ones really have 
wanted to be remembered in 
such misery? And if this is 
true after awful disasters, how 
much more does it apply after 

trivial hurts! 
   It is of course not easy to 
forgive. But it is the only way 
to get out of that pit and move 
on to live a normal life. I 
remember how I felt some 
years ago when my fiancée 
suddenly broke off our 
engagement. For weeks I 
could think only of how to get 
back at her. But then a wise 
Christian friend reminded me 
that even if I could find ways 

to hurt her I would end up 
hurting myself even more. 
When he counselled me I 
ended up in tears in a public 
foyer. But with this help I was 
able to put the matter behind 
me, forgive and move on. 
   I’m happy to say that that 
woman in the first paragraph 
did eventually find a way to 
put the honeymoon incident 
behind her and forgive her 
husband. And so they were 
able to enjoy their last few 
years of life. 

Peter Kirk 

It’s Better to Forgive 

Have you had moments you wished you could disappear 
like one of Houdini’s magic tricks? 
   I will be the first to put my hand up to this, throughout my 
life there have been moments I regret, events I wished I could 
erase and an uncountable amount of ‘Beam Me Up Scottie!’ 
disasters. 
   These times in our lives can leave us with guilt and shame 
about what we have done and who we are. We can often 
struggle to have a hope for the future because we are still living 
in the past so much. In more extreme cases it can be described 
as existing day to day in your own prison of shame. 
   “Forgiveness does not change the past, but it does enlarge 
the future.” Paul Boese 
   No amount of forgiveness will change the past and no 
amount of beating yourself up can change it either. However, 
there is a forgiveness that can shape your future into one of 
freedom. 
   God has provided a way for your past to not have power over 
you anymore, but it’s up to you to receive his gift of 
forgiveness and a new beginning. 
   God is not waiting to judge and condemn you but to release 
you into a life of freedom. Gods word says that when he 
forgives us he also forgets the offence and that there is no more 
penalties for our past. 
   You have a great future ahead of you because your past is 
forgiven and forgotten - are you ready to do the same? 

Lydia Petitt 

Free To Live… 
The Return of the Prodigal Son by Rembrandt 



 

 

So, after weeks of driving past Frankie 
and Benny's I finally relented to the 
pleas of my children and took them 
there on a Friday afternoon, as a half 
term treat, obviously under the usual 
terms and conditions of: ‘No arguing, 
fighting or generally playing me up!’ 
   On entering F&B’s we were 
immediately greeted and seated and 
drink orders were taken.  The 
children’s menu was one of the best I 
have seen.  They had a good choice of 
meals and could select from a child’s 
menu or a junior menu. My boys opted 
for the junior menu, which catered for 
up to 11 years.  One chose the 
macaroni cheese and the other chose 
the spare ribs. 
   The staff were friendly, but service 
was a bit slow.   I thought this could be 
an indicator of how long our food 
would take to come, so I was pleasantly 
surprised when we waited only ten 
minutes.  Although my classic burger wasn’t something I would choose again both 
my boys enjoyed their meals.  They then had a choice of desserts.  A chocolate 
brownie sundae and strawberry sundae were ordered and quickly devoured! 
   Unlimited soft drinks, a main meal and desert for £6.25 from the junior menu I was 
impressed with that! 
   It was my first experience of a F&B’s; it’s an easy place to take children, a good 
choice of food at a great price and the space between tables is pushchair friendly, 
that’s got to be a bonus! 

Restaurant Review: Frankie & Benny’s
By Mel Pointon 

Weekend In Wales By Peter Kirk 

In January eleven of us from the Discipleship Training School at Meadgate Church headed west 
almost as far as we could go, to the village of Letterston in rural Pembrokeshire. 
   We left Essex in rain, but the sun shone for most of our weekend in Wales. Sadly we didn’t have 
time to explore the beautiful countryside, as we were busy with the job we had gone to do: leading a 
conference at the village church. This was the first church that our own vicar, Mones, had attended 
when he came to the UK from Israel 25 years ago. We had a good time sharing with the Welsh 
congregation many of the things we had been learning during our training, based on the theme “The 
Father’s Heart”. Our hosts were very welcoming and generous. We were encouraged that the church 
in rural Wales is not dying, that even in remote places like this there are strong groups of Christians 
of all ages. 

The 
Meadgate 
group and 
hosts outside 
St. Giles’ 
church, 
Letterston  
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...go out in the mid-day sun.”  Well 
they might, but this is not enough for 
the “mad men of Meadgate”.  Let me 
go back to a conversation just after 
Christmas.  “It would be a good idea 
if the men from the Church did 
something on their own, wouldn’t it”?  
“Good idea” said the Vicar, “let’s go 
out for a meal.”  Well, he would, 
wouldn’t he?  “I’ve got an even better 
idea,” he said. “Let’s go to France.  I 
know a wonderful restaurant not far 
from Calais, then we could visit the 
Hypermarket”. 
   Nods of agreement all round.  
“When shall we go?” was the 
question – “How about in a couple of 
weeks?” 
   Mid January!  In the coldest winter 
for half a century, at some unearthly 
hour before the break of day.  
Seventeen mad stalwarts set off for 
the Dover ferry.  Luckily it was too 
dark for me to see my garden 

thermometer, and the rain didn’t help.  
Give me the mid-day sun anytime. 
    However, the day was a wonderful 
event.  The crossings were smooth, 
despite the forecast; Le Touquet was 
pretty as a picture, with an outdoor 
market in progress, but not much 
beach activity, and then the 
Restaurant…  Just a few kilometres 
into the country behind Le Touquet in 
the village of Attin is the L'Auberge 
du Bon Accueil — restaurant de 
notoriété régional (Pas-de-Calais) — 
à deux pas de Montreuil-sur-mer, le 
Touquet.  As could be expected the 
service and the food were 
magnificent.  My homemade pate 
starter and the herbed salmon as a 
main course were excellent, and I will 
not mention the sweets – delicious.  
All in all a wonderful day, even the 
sun tried to come out.  When do we 
do it again please? 

Roy Davidson 

“Mad dogs and Englishmen...  



 

 

As Baddow Life’s house 
photographer I’m normally 
behind the camera, but 
recently found myself, with 
others, being photographed.  
The occasion was the 
presentation of the Blood 
Transfusion Service’s 
Emerald Award to donors 
with 75 donations to their 
credit, together with a handful 
who’d given 100.  I started 
when the Transfusion Service 
came to my place of 
employment and the foreman 
went round 
collecting names, a 
task that later fell to 
me.  It had it’s 
amusing side, we 
had a “tough guy” in 
the department who 
was scared of 
nothing but closing 
time, until I asked 
him if he’d like to 
donate, then he went 
as white as a sheet 
and vanished!  I was 
very proud when I 
received the Gold 
Badge for 50 
donations as it was 
the only Gold Medal 
I was ever likely to 
get!  After retirement 
I carried on donating 
at the Cathedral Hall 
sessions.  The 
Emerald Award 
came as a complete 
surprise as I didn’t 
even know it existed.  
In addition to 
another badge I was 
also presented at a 
dinner with a Royal 
Doulton fruit bowl 
inscribed with the 
Transfusion Service 
logo and the words 

“With Thanks”.  There were 
two speakers, one a surgeon 
explaining how many 
operations would not be 
possible without blood 
donations, the other a lady 
who has a medical condition 
that requires regular 
transfusions just to stay alive, 
and who, as a result of 
donations received was able 
to live a normal life and have 
a family.  It really made it all 

seem worthwhile. 
   New donors are always 
needed, less than 10% of 
those who could give blood 
do so, while existing donors 
eventually have to retire 
through age or because they 
have developed medical 
problems and require 
medication that renders their 
blood unsuitable.  Could you 
take over the torch from 
them?  It could mean the 
difference between life and 
death for someone else. 

Emerald Award for Local Blood Donor 

Address Date Time 
Chelmsford,  
Chelmsford Cathedral 
St Cedds Hall, 
Chelmsford, 
CM1 1NL 

Tuesday, April 21, 2009 14.00-16.00 & 17.00-1945 

Tuesday, April 28, 2009 14.00-16.00 & 17.00-1945 

Tuesday, May 12, 2009 14.00-16.00 & 17.00-1945 

Chelmer Village, 
Church of Our Saviour, 
Ashton Place, 
Chelmer Village, 
Chelmsford, 
CM2 6ST 

Monday, April 13, 2009 09.45-14.15 

Chelmsford, 
Mildmay Infant School 
Robin Way, 
Chelmsford, 
CM2 8AU 

Sunday, May 10, 2009 09.30-12.30 & 14.00-16.15 

Sunday, May 24, 2009 09.30-12.30 & 14.00-16.15 

Broomfield, 
Broomfield Community Centre, 
Parish Council Hall, 
158 Main Road, 
Broomfield, 
Chelmsford, 
CM1 7AH 

Wednesday, May 27, 2009 14.00-15.45 & 17.00-19.45 

Danbury, 
Danbury Community Assoc, 
Sports & Social Centre, 
Dawsons Field, 
Eves Corner, 
Danbury, 
Chelmsford, 
CM3 4NQ  

Thursday, April 9, 2009 14.00-15.45 & 17.00-19.45 

Thursday, May 28, 2009 14.00-15.45 & 17.00-19.15 

NHS Blood and Transplant.  Do something amazing today — Give Blood!   
Organ donation — The gift of life.  www.nhsbt.nhs.uk  

Forthcoming Blood Donation Sessions  

Confirmation — Tell It Like It Is by Jo Presscott 

This is the morning after my first 
Confirmation lesson and having 
volunteered to write a short piece on 
my feelings about my forthcoming 
validation of faith, I am stuck. My 
friends will tell you I am not often lost 
for words! 
   Having rejected the use of biblical 
extracts and quotes from eminent 
theologians, I shall tell it as it is. 
   I have always considered myself a 
Christian, but a couple of years ago, I 
felt my faith deepening and the need to 
‘do something about it’. There was no 
thunderbolt of lightning, burning bush or 
parting sea, it was and is, just a feeling. In 
September, I embarked on the Alpha course at  
St.Mary’s Church, which was brilliant, totally 
unintimidating and non-commital. Knowing 
some of the facts behind Christianity helped 
me piece some things together. 
   The expression of my faith has changed 
little. I aim to be helpful, friendly and 
forgiving (that’s the tricky one!). I would not 
knowingly harm or offend anyone. My 
prayers are short and to the point but 
nevertheless, a communication with God and 
I try to do my bit for charity. Despite my best 
intentions, I only make it to church 

occasionally but I am always warmly 
welcomed and feel better for my visit. 
Singing my beliefs from the rooftops has 
never been my style but I chat happily about 
them when asked.                                               
   So for me, Confirmation is about endorsing 
all of that. It is about making it official for 
me and also to demonstrate to others that I 
mean business! It is also saying to God that 
although sometimes I don’t  offer the time 
and conviction that I should , my Christianity 
is integral to me. I don’t see Confirmation as 
the beginning of my new life as a Christian, 
but more as the next step in a developing 
relationship with God. 

By James Millham 

Easter is a wonderful time for 
rousing, triumphant music in 
the life of the church and in 
this article I would like to 
consider the words and music 
of two of the most popular 
Easter hymns which we have 
probably all sung or heard at 
one time or another. 
   Of course the most important 
thing about any hymn is the 
message of the words and in 
all Easter hymns the basic 
message is the amazing truth 
that Jesus Christ has risen 
from the dead. But any good 
hymn is dependent on a good 
tune, indeed a good tune can 
very often be the making of a hymn. So the words and music of a good hymn very much go 
together. 
   One of my favourites is ‘Christ the Lord is risen today’. This was written by Charles 
Wesley, one of the most famous English hymn-writers of all who lived in the eighteenth 
century. (His brother John was a great preacher and the founder of the Methodist Church.) In 
this hymn Charles Wesley proclaims the basic Easter message, that ‘Christ the Lord is risen 
today’ and calls on us on earth to respond to the rejoicing in heaven – ‘Sing, ye heavens; 
thou earth, reply’ (verse one). Succeeding verses take us through the events of Easter and in 
the final verse we are called on to ‘Hail the Lord of earth and heaven’ which he follows with 
a call to praise him – ‘Praise to thee by both be given’. The music for this hymn can vary 
according to the hymnbook but my own favourite is the anonymous ‘Nassau’ (sometimes 
called ‘Wurttemberg’) which comes from a German book of hymn-tunes published in 1694. 
   Perhaps the most famous Easter hymn of all is ‘Thine be the glory’. The words for this 
wonderful hymn were written by Edmond Louis Budry (1854-1932) who was a Swiss pastor 
and hymn-writer. They clearly proclaim the Easter truth that all the glory belongs to the 
risen Jesus, the Prince of Life. The English translation which we are all familiar with 
was by Richard Birch Hoyle (1875-1939). I suspect we are also all very familiar with 
the stirring music of ‘See, the conquering hero comes!’ from Handel’s 
Judas Maccabaeus which is now permanently associated with 
this hymn. The music can also be heard in Henry Wood’s 
Fantasia on British Sea Songs which is played every year at the 
Last Night of the Proms in the Royal Albert Hall. 
   So as we come to Easter let us join in with increased 
understanding in the singing of these great hymns.    John Kingham 

Easter Music – A Personal Choice

Hosanna 2009 - Conference on the Ministry of Healing 
 

Chelmsford Cathedral 
10 a.m. – 3 p.m., Saturday 4th April 2009 (coffee and registration from 9.30 a.m.) 

Lead Speaker: Gareth Tuckwell (Chief Executive of Burrswood) 
Other speakers include Canon Roger Matthews  

(Chelmsford Diocese Director of Mission & Ministry) 
Cost £10 – bring sandwiches, drinks provided  

Booking forms from Peter Jones, 18 Henry Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex SS9  3QQ 
Telephone: 01702 476273   Email essexhealing@aol.com 

Picture by  
James Millham Photo courtesy of NBTS 



 

 

St Mary’s 
Church  

Contact: Alan Comfort (as from 5th April) 
Tel:  01245 477501 
E-mail:  stmaryschurchoffice@care4free.net 
Address: Church Street, Great Baddow 

Services each Sunday   8:00am  Holy Communion 
10:00am  Morning Worship 
  6:30pm  Evening Worship 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Good Friday 
Church open Friday, 10th April 12.00pm—2.00pm 
Service of Meditation Friday, 10th April at 2.00pm 
 

Easter Day 
“At Early Dawn” Sunday, 12th April at 7.00am 
Holy Communion Sunday, 12th April at 8.00am 
Easter Family Communion (a service for all ages) 
   Sunday, 12th April at 10.00am 
Easter Songs of Praise Sunday, 12th April at 6.30pm 

St Mary’s 
Church Office 

Tel:  01245 477501 
E-mail:  stmaryschurchoffice@care4free.net 
Opening Hours: 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays: 
  9:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-3:00pm 
Wednesday: 9:30am-12:30pm only 
Also for Wedding and Baptism enquiries:  
Tuesdays  7:00pm-8:00pm 

St Paul’s Church  
 

Vicar:  Revd. Annabel Copeland 
Tel:  01245 269026 
Address: Beehive Lane/Loftin Way, Great Baddow 

Services each Sunday   9:30am  Family Praise (1st Sunday of month: 10.00am) 
10:30am  (Before Easter!) Morning Worship 
11.00am  (After Easter!) Morning Worship 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

Palm Sunday 
All-Together Service with Communion 
  Sunday, 5th April at 10.00am 

Good Friday 
An Hour at the Cross: “Were You There When They 
   Crucified My Lord?” 
  Friday, 10th April at 2.00pm 

Easter Sunday 
All-Together Celebration with Communion 
  Sunday, 12th April at 10.00am 

Meadgate 
Church 

Vicar:  Revd Mones Farah 
Tel:  01245 471516 
E-mail:  monesf@yahoo.com 
Address: Meadgate Shopping Centre 

Services each Sunday 10:30am  Morning Worship 
  5:30pm  Evening Worship 
  7:30pm  Alternative Rock Style Worship 

United  
Reformed Church 

Minister: Revd Jon Sermon 
Tel:  01245 601662 
Address:  United Reformed Church, High Street, Great Baddow 

Services each Sunday 10:45am  Morning Worship 
3.00pm  Tea and Worship (2nd Sunday of each month) 

Church of the 
Holy Name 

Minister: Fr Hugh Allan 
Tel:   01245 352898 
E-mail:  office@olichurch.co.uk 
Address: Lucas Avenue, Moulsham Lodge 

Regular Services   6:00pm  Saturday  Mass 
10:30am  Sunday   Mass 

The Worldwide 
Church of God 

Pastor:  Anthony Goudie 
Tel:   07931 580409 
Address:  United Reformed Church, High Street, Great Baddow 

Regular Services   1:00pm  Saturday  Worship Service 
  with light refreshment before and after service 

Special services 
for the coming weeks 

The Greatest Challenge: A series of services walking with  
   Jesus in the last week of His life. 
 Monday, 6th — Thursday, 9th April at 7.00pm 

Good Friday 
The Challenge of the Cross 
  Friday, 10th April at 12.00—3.00pm 

Easter Sunday 
Easter Glory  
 Sunday, 12th April at 10.30am, 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Local Information
Doctors’ Surgeries 

Address Baddow Village Surgery, Longmead Avenue, Great Baddow, 
Chelmsford. CM2 7EZ 

Telephone Numbers Surgery:  01245 473251 
Dispensary:  01245 472449 
Out of Hours:   0845 8501547 

Opening Hours Surgery open Monday to Friday: 8:00am-6:30pm 
Practice closed:  12:30pm-1:30pm 
Test Results:  After 3:00pm 

“Baddow Village Surgery”  

Address 115 Baddow Road, Great Baddow, Chelmsford CM2 7PY 

Telephone Numbers Surgery:  01245 351351 
Dispensary:  01245 353530 
Out of Hours:  01245 295000 

(Primary Care Trust, St John’s Hospital)

Opening Hours Surgery open Monday to Friday: 8.30am-6.30pm all day

“Sutherland Lodge Surgery”  

Address 27 High Street, Great Baddow, Chelmsford CM2 7HW 

Telephone No. 01245 478032 

Opening Hours Monday:       2.00pm-6.00pm Friday:         CLOSED 
Tuesday:       9.00am-5.00pm Saturday:      9.00am-5.00pm 
Wednesday:  2.00pm-7.00pm Sunday:         CLOSED 
Thursday:     9.00am-6.00pm 

Great Baddow Library 

Address 32-34 Maldon Road, Great Baddow, Chelmsford CM2 7DL 

Telephone Number 01245 478886 

Opening Hours Office open Monday to Thursday: 9.00am-3.00pm 
            Friday: 9.00am-1.00pm 

R.S.P.C.A. Mid Essex Clinic 

Please Note All Consultations by appointment only. 
Means tested benefit only. 

Coffee Pot 

Opening Hours Wednesday 10.00am-12.30pm 
  Bell Street Hall 
Saturday 10.00am-12.30pm 
  Bell Centre (old library) 

Telephone Number 01245 472673 

Local Churches 

Other Local Information 

The OASIS CAFÉ 

Opening Hours Saturday 10.30am-1.30pm   
  (see Opening Dates) 
  Meadgate Church Centre 

Menu Includes Jacket potatoes, English breakfast and traditional bacon 
sandwiches.  Last orders—1.00pm 

Opening Dates 11th April, 16th May!, 13th June  (Please note May’s date!) 

Monday Coffee Shop 

Opening Hours Monday  9.00am-1.00pm  (except bank holidays 
At Meadgate Church  or 24th & 31st Dec.) 

Menu Includes Tea, coffee and light snacks. 

Also: Children are very welcome.  Free Internet access. 

Walk of  
Witness 

Starts 9.15am, on Good Friday. 
Meet at the Vineyards. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Come and join the fun at: 

 

Merry-Go-Round Day Nursery 
 

18, High St, Great Baddow, Chelmsford, CM2 7HQ.  
 

Modern Facilities & Equipment / Large Walled Garden. 
Small Groups / Family Atmosphere / Learning Through Play. 

3 months to 5 years / Open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Full and Part-Time Places / Government Funding Available. 

 
For a copy of our prospectus or to arrange a visit please: 

Telephone: 01245 477773 
Email: merrygoround710@msn.com 

Website: www.merrygorounddaynursery.co.uk 

 

On one boring Friday afternoon, Mrs 
Palmer came in and then it all started. We 
were asked to write our favourite joke 
down on a piece of paper. At that moment, 
we didn’t know what it was about until she 
told us. Some of us were, hopefully, going 
to be on the actual Blue Peter TV show!  
Was this the beginning to our stardom? 
   The next Wednesday as we walked into 
school, surprisingly Mrs Palmer picked us, 
actually us, to say our joke on telly! One word stuck out in everybody’s 
mind. Fame!   
   Everyone had to practice their jokes. There were some really funny ones 
such as … 
 
• Doctor, doctor I feel like a bridge. Well what’s come over you? …  
 3 cars, 2 lorries and a double decker bus! 
• Why did the jelly baby go to school? ...  
 Because he wanted to be a smartie!  
• What did the policeman say to his belly? ...  
 You’re under a vest! 
• Why did the one-handed man cross the road? ...  
 To get to the second hand shop! 
 
    We went back to class and gradually we all got taken out to be filmed. The 
filming was a bit scary at first but as it went on we started to get used to it. 
We had to be filmed more than once to make sure it was right. 
   Right at the end of the filming we were asked to come in together and say 
bye, we also had our photo taken with the crew. We were given CBBC 
goodie bags.  Inside the goodie bags were our official Blue Peter badges, 
little posters, a pen AND a booklet to say about our Blue Peter badges.   

   Finally the great day dawned. After a hard day 
at school, we got home and flopped ourselves 
onto the sofa, ready to watch us on telly! As we 
watch ourselves, we smiled and laughed. It was a 
great day to remember, one to never forget! 

by Imogen Wood and Isabella Sedeno 

Starring Meadgate School! 

     Larkrise Primary School have 
been undertaking parents groups to 
promote adult learning, offer 
support and encourage parents 
back into the classroom. One of 
the courses has been the 
“Incredible Years Parenting 
Support Group”, which has looked 
at specific parenting skills and 

issues that may arise as children 
become older.    
   With Easter just round the 
corner, the school is holding their 
annual Easter Egg raffle on the last 
day of term and the Friends Of 
Larkrise have organised an Easter 
egg Hunt which the children enjoy.  
They also have collaborated with 

Revd Annabel, so in the last week 
all the Key stage 2 children will be 
visiting St Paul’s to do a variety of 
workshops to learn more about the 
Easter story. Revd Annabel has 
also kindly agreed to visit the 
school and work with the Robins 
class (Foundation Stage) to tell 
them the Easter story. 

Parent Support Groups at Larkrise 

At Woodcroft Nursery School we have been 
enjoying celebrating Chinese New Year. The 
children learnt about some of the traditions of 
Chinese New Year and took part in a range of 
activities, including making a colourful Chinese 
Dragon which they then delighted in parading 
around the nursery. We made lucky red money 
envelopes, played ‘Chinese restaurant’ in the role 
play area and tried using chop-sticks to eat our 
noodles at snack time. The children found 
Chinese writing intriguing and enjoyed hearing 
the story of the animals of the Chinese calendar.  
   The snow in February was a source of awe and 
wonder and a fantastic resource for play. The 
garden looked beautiful covered in a blanket of 
white. For many of the children it was the first 
time they had seen so much snow and it was also 

a first for Lottie and Dottie our two chickens, 
who looked a little bemused!                                   

Rachel Hyde

Woodcroft Sees In The Chinese New Year

Last year the school submitted a 
lottery bid application for funds to 
create the Larkrise school  allotment 
and just before Christmas they just 
found out they had been successful! 
They are due to receive £6000 for 
the project.  The Lottery 
Commission have sent balloons and 
T-shirts which they can use for a 
possible photo opportunity. 

   The plan is to create a working 
allotment which the children and 
parents will be responsible for 
giving opportunities  to learn about 
plants, recycling and it will also 
enable them to grow their own 
vegetables for the school kitchen. 
(They are currently in the process of 
going for the Healthy Schools status 
as well.) 

Larkrise Wins Lottery Bid 

Barry Hudson and Pam Foster 
were married at Meadgate Church

 on 22nd November
 2008.

WEDDING Alpha Course 
Exploring the meaning of life— 
a ten session introductory course about  

the Christian faith. 
Is Christianity boring, untrue 

and irrelevant?   
Who is Jesus?  Why did he die?  

And how can I be sure of my faith? 
Come and find out more! 

 
Thursdays, starting 
7th May at 7.30pm. 
For further details, 

please contact 
Mones Farah at 

Meadgate Church 
on 01245 471516 

 
For other details 

contact St Mary’s 
Church Office 

on  01245 477501 alpha.org Photo by Peter Kirk 



 

 

Please send comments and suggestions to: 
Baddow Life, 162A Meadgate Avenue, 

Great Baddow, Chelmsford, Essex. CM2 7LJ 
Produced by Great Baddow Team Ministry.  

Printed by Newsquest (Essex) Ltd. 
Deadline for the next issue: 20th May 2009 

 Painting & Decorating  Services 
Clean and reliable. 

Telephone: 01245  250834 
    Mobile: 07714079239 BJ's        Interior & exterior 

No job too small 
If you wish to make any 

comments regarding items 
printed in this 

publication, or wish to  
advertise with us, 

please contact the editor at 
the address printed at the 

bottom of this page, or e-mail 
editor@baddowlife.org.ukeditor@baddowlife.org.uk, 

and we will be happy 
to respond. 

 
If you wish to have a letter 

printed in the paper, 
address it as below, or e-mail 
letters@baddowlife.org.ukletters@baddowlife.org.uk. 
Alternatively, please visit us 
at www.baddowlife.org.uk 

 
PLEASE NOTE: PLEASE NOTE:   

Although we will withhold 
your personal details if you 
wish, we will not normally 
print anonymous letters.  

However, your comments and 
suggestions are more than 

welcome. 
All work in this publication  

is subject to copyright  
by either the ‘author’ or the 

‘Great Baddow Team Ministry’ 

Across: 
  1. Language of Syria 
  5. Vows 
  8. Shape with an axe 
  9. Locomotion 

system 
10. Sphere 
11. Refined plant 

extract 
12. Through 
14. Egg-cells 
15. Cry of warning of 

approaching 
official 

16. Definite article 
18. Second 
19. As the original 
21. Hebrew measure 

for dry goods 
23. Large public 

vehicle 
24. Experiencing 

another’s feelings 
27. Flightless bird 
28. Approximately 

29. Early part of the 
day 

 
Down: 
  1. Shortening of itself 
  2. Against 
  3. Afresh 
  4. Flower with double 

flower-head 
  5. In debt 
  6. Possibilities 
  7. Having done 20 

down 
13. Previous family 

member 
14. Bull 
16. In the direction of 
17. Generally known 
20. Weeping 
22. Old Testament 

prophet 
25. Needy 
26. Small public 

vehicle 

Across: 
  1. Aramaic 
  5. Oaths 
  8. Hew 
  9. Railway 
10. Orb 
11. Sugar 
12. Via 
14. Ova 
15. Nix 
16. The 
18. Two 
19. Sic 
21. Ephah 

23. Bus 
24. Empathy 
27. Emu 
28. Circa 
29. Morning 
 
Down: 
  1. Abbrev. 
  2. Anti 
  3. Anew 
  4. Chrysan-
themum 

  5. Owing 
  6. Theories 
  7. Sobbed 
13. Ancestor 
14. Ox 
16. To 
17. Public 
20. Crying 
22. Hosea 
25. Poor 
26. Taxi 

Answers: 

CROSSWORD 
1  2  3  4  5  6  7 

      8       

             

9          10   

      11       

12  13  14         

  15      16     

17      18    19  20 

  21  22         

23      24  25  26   

             

    27         

28      29       

Baddow Park and Church’s View — A Walk by Peter Kirk 
In the last issue I explored Baddow’s Lake 
District. For this one I will lead you 
around the hills to the south of the village. 
The walk starts about two miles along 
West Hanningfield Road. It is very muddy 
in places, and takes about 1½ hours. 
   To get to the start, turn off Church Street 
into West Hanningfield Road and follow 
this past the clearly signposted entrance to 
Baddow Park, on the right at a sharp bend 
to the left. Just over half a mile further on 
the road again bends sharply to the left, 
and there are several parking spaces on 
the right. 
   Park here and take the path to the right 
until it reaches a T-junction, where a 
magnificent view opens out of Great 
Baddow and Galleywood. Here there is a 
seat and a small pillar. On top of the pillar is 
a brass plate reading — 

“CHURCH’S VIEW 
To Stan Church 

A true countryman 

On his 90th birthday 
20th May 2008” 

—with arrows pointing to 
the three churches visible 
from here: Great Baddow, 
Galleywood and Danbury. 
   Turn left and follow the 
path along the left edge of 
the field to its end, near a 
cottage. Climb a stile to the 
left then keep right. The 
path comes out into a lane, 
Baker’s Lane. Just past 
some industrial units and a 
day nursery on the right, 
turn right at the footpath 
sign. This leads to a 
footbridge over the A12. 
Cross here and continue 
straight ahead to a wooden 
footbridge over a small 
stream. Turn right just before this and follow 
the right bank of the stream for some 

distance, past a belt of trees, as far as a small 
wood. Follow the right hand side of the 
wood, uphill towards a house surrounded by 
trees. Keep straight ahead through these 
trees, following the yellow footpath markers, 
until the path comes out on to the lawn in 
front of Baddow Park house. 
   Join the Baddow Park driveway and turn 
right, over the A12 and back to West 
Hanningfield Road. Turn right and follow 
the road for 200 yards, round a bend to the 
right. Just past this bend follow a 
“Permissive Footpath” sign on the right. 
This leads to a gently rising path which 
takes you back to Church’s View. This is the 
southern boundary of the church parish of 
Great Baddow (and of Galleywood civil 
parish). At Church’s view turn left and 
return to the starting point. 

Spring Is On Its Way
It’s a chilly grey January 
day as I write this and it 
will be dark about 3.30 
p.m.!  Roll on springtime!  
Isn’t it great when the first 
daffodils and crocuses push 
their way through and open 
up?  A sure sign winter will 
soon be over.  Later on I 
g u e s s  w e  w i l l  b e 
complaining about the hot 
weather if we are lucky.  
Never satisfied are we? 
   But what a pleasure it is 
to fling open the back door, 
switch off the heating and 
maybe sit in the garden 
with a cuppa!  If we are 
lucky enough to have a 
garden that is. 
   In a climate like ours you 

can never be quite sure what to expect.  
Global warming – so we are told – will 
do away with the bitterly cold snowy 
days  – some of us do remember the long 
hard winters that seemed to go on for 
ever.  If the time does come when we 
never see any snow, our children will 
miss out on the joy of snowball fights, 
building a snowman – and the 
unpredictable British weather might 
become a thing of the past, then what 
would there be to talk about? 
   However, spring is on its way, the 
birds are building their nests, the bulbs 
are popping up; it will soon be time to 
get the mowers out again.  Who would 
want to live anywhere else at this time 
of year? 

Rene Duke

Photo by James Millham 


